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Dante's metaphysics--his understanding of reality--is very different from our
own. To present Dante's ideas about the cosmos, or God, or salvation, or history,
or poetry within the context of post-Enlightenment presuppositions, asis usually
done, isthus to capture only imperfectly the essence of those ideas. The recovery
of Dante's metaphysicsis essential, argues Christian Moevs, if we are to resolve
what has been called "the central problem in the interpretation of the Comedy ."
That problem iswhat to make of the Comedy 's claim to the "status of revelation,
vision, or experiential record--as something more than imaginative literature.” In
this book Moevs offersthe first sustained treatment of the metaphysical picture
that grounds and motivates the Comedy , and of the relation between those
metaphysics and Dante's poetics. He carries this out through a detailed
examination of three notoriously complex cantos of the Paradiso , read against
the background of the Neoplatonic and Aristotelian tradition from which they
arise. Moevs finds the key to the Comedy 's metaphysics and poeticsin the
concept of creation, which implies three fundamental insights into the nature of
reality: 1) Theworld (finite being) is radically contingent, dependent at every
instant on what givesit being. 2) The relation between the world and the ground
of itsbeing is non-dualistic. (God is not athing, and there is nothing the world is
"made of") 3) Human beings are radically free, unbound by the limits of nature,
and thus can find all of time and space within themselves. These insights are the
foundation of the pilgrim Dante's journey from the center of the world to the
Empyrean which containsit. For Dante, in sum, what we perceive asreality, the
spatio-temporal world, is acreation or projection of conscious being, which can
only be known as oneself. Moevs argues that self-knowledge isin fact the
keystone of the Aristotelian and Neoplatonic philosophical tradition, and the
essence of the Christian revelation in which that tradition culminates. Armed
with this new understanding, Moevsis able to shed light on a series of perennial
issues in the interpretation of the Comedy . In particular, it becomes clear that
poetry coincides with theology and philosophy in the poem: Dante poeta cannot
be distinguished from Dante theologus .
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Dante's metaphysics--his understanding of reality--is very different from our own. To present Dante's ideas
about the cosmos, or God, or salvation, or history, or poetry within the context of post-Enlightenment
presuppositions, asis usually done, isthus to capture only imperfectly the essence of those ideas. The
recovery of Dante's metaphysicsis essential, argues Christian Moevs, if we are to resolve what has been
called "the central problem in the interpretation of the Comedy ." That problem iswhat to make of the
Comedy 's claim to the "status of revelation, vision, or experiential record--as something more than
imaginative literature." In this book Moevs offers the first sustained treatment of the metaphysical picture
that grounds and motivates the Comedy , and of the relation between those metaphysics and Dante's poetics.
He carries this out through a detailed examination of three notoriously complex cantos of the Paradiso , read
against the background of the Neoplatonic and Aristotelian tradition from which they arise. Moevs finds the
key to the Comedy 's metaphysics and poetics in the concept of creation, which implies three fundamental
insights into the nature of reality: 1) The world (finite being) is radically contingent, dependent at every
instant on what givesit being. 2) The relation between the world and the ground of its being is non-dualistic.
(God is not athing, and there is nothing the world is "made of") 3) Human beings are radically free, unbound
by the limits of nature, and thus can find all of time and space within themselves. These insights are the
foundation of the pilgrim Dante's journey from the center of the world to the Empyrean which containsiit.
For Dante, in sum, what we perceive as reality, the spatio-temporal world, is a creation or projection of
conscious being, which can only be known as oneself. Moevs argues that self-knowledgeisin fact the
keystone of the Aristotelian and Neoplatonic philosophical tradition, and the essence of the Christian
revelation in which that tradition culminates. Armed with this new understanding, Moevs is able to shed light
on a series of perennial issues in the interpretation of the Comedy . In particular, it becomes clear that poetry
coincides with theology and philosophy in the poem: Dante poeta cannot be distinguished from Dante
theologus .
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Editorial Review

Review

"Christian Moevs has written awork of astonishing audacity profound learning, lucid style, and acute critical
sensibility. No serious student of Dante can afford to ignore this book." --Renaissance Quarterly

"Christian Moevs's Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy is abrilliant book. From beginning to end Moevs
compels us to rethink Dante's poem. The Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy is aremarkable book and a major
contribution to our understanding of Commedia. --Warren Ginsburg, University of Oregon

"Christian Moevs has written the first truly comprehensive account of Dante's metaphysics. All the theories
about creation, separate substances, relation between the intellect and the world of contingencies are finaly
put in their proper relationship with his poetic vision. This fresh, careful,

and lucid examination of three notoriously complex cantos of Paradiso (XXVII, XXVIII, and XX1X)
dismantles formalist accounts of the poem and it amounts to a persuasive argument in favor of its deeper
theology."--Giuseppe Mazzotta, Charles C. and Dorathea S. Dilley Professor of Italian Language and
Literature, Yae University

,-".0ne of the most beautiful and original works that American Dantism has produced in recent years.... A
text written with elegance, verve, and precision, which one cannot put down until the end."--1l Sole-24 Ore
"Thisisawonderful book, integral, ordered, developed, culminating, like Dante's poeticized universe, in the
point of it all, the apprehension of Being. Moevs writes beautifully: heis clear--elegantly clear--in a prose
that nonethel ess expresses complex ideas. Thisisamajor contribution that

makes us appreciate how, in Dante, being relates toBeing. One of my colleagues told me that he considered
this a dangerous book. | told him that | considered that one of its strengths. Insisting on, even magnifying,
the metaphysical/mystical side of Dante, Moevsistrying to set the Commediainto

relation with other great thinkers and other religions.”--Robert Hollander, Emeritus Professor in European
Literature, Princeton University

"Christian Moevs has written awork of astonishing audacity profound learning, lucid style, and acute critical
sensibility. No serious student of Dante can afford to ignore this book." --Renaissance Quarterly

"Christian Moevs's Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy is abrilliant book. From beginning to end Moevs
compels us to rethink Dante's poem. The Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy is aremarkable book and a major
contribution to our understanding of Commedia. --Warren Ginsburg, University of Oregon

"Christian M oevs has written the first truly comprehensive account of Dante's metaphysics. All the theories
about creation, separate substances, relation between the intellect and the world of contingencies are finaly
put in their proper relationship with his poetic vision. This fresh, careful,

and lucid examination of three notoriously complex cantos of Paradiso (XXVI1I, XXVIII, and XX1X)
dismantles formalist accounts of the poem and it amounts to a persuasive argument in favor of its deeper
theology."--Giuseppe Mazzotta, Charles C. and Dorathea S. Dilley Professor of Italian Language and
Literature, Yae University

, .."one of the most beautiful and original works that American Dantism has produced in recent years.... A
text written with elegance, verve, and precision, which one cannot put down until the end."--1l Sole-24 Ore
"Thisisawonderful book, integral, ordered, developed, culminating, like Dante's poeticized universe, in the
point of it all, the apprehension of Being. Moevs writes beautifully: heis clear--elegantly clear--in a prose
that nonethel ess expresses complex ideas. Thisisamajor contribution that

makes usappreciate how, in Dante, being relates to Being. One of my colleagues told me that he considered



this adangerous book. | told him that | considered that one of its strengths. Insisting on, even magnifying,
the metaphysical/mystical side of Dante, Moevsistrying to set the Commediainto

relation with other great thinkers and other religions."--Robert Hollander, Emeritus Professor in European
Literature, Princeton University

"Christian Moevs has written awork of astonishing audacity profound learning, lucid style, and acute critical
sensibility. No serious student of Dante can afford to ignore this book." --Renaissance Quarterly

"Christian Moevs's Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy is abrilliant book. From beginning to end Moevs
compels us to rethink Dante's poem. The Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy is a remarkable book and a major
contribution to our understanding of Commedia. --Warren Ginsburg, University of Oregon

"Christian Moevs has written the first truly comprehensive account of Dante's metaphysics. All the theories
about creation, separate substances, relation between the intellect and the world of contingencies are finally
put in their proper relationship with his poetic vision. This fresh, careful,

and lucid examination of three notoriously complex cantos of Paradiso (XX V11, XXVIII, and XXIX)
dismantles formalist accounts of the poem and it amounts to a persuasive argument in favor of its deeper
theology."--Giuseppe Mazzotta, Charles C. and Dorathea S. Dilley Professor of Italian Language and
Literature, Yae University

, .."one of the most beautiful and original works that American Dantism has produced in recent years.... A
text written with elegance, verve, and precision, which one cannot put down until the end."--11 Sole-24 Ore
"Thisisawonderful book, integral, ordered, developed, culminating, like Dante's poeticized universe, in the
point of it al, the apprehension of Being. Moevs writes beautifully: heis clear--elegantly clear--in a prose
that nonethel ess expresses complex ideas. Thisisamajor contribution that

makes usappreciate how, in Dante, being relates to Being. One of my colleagues told me that he considered
this adangerous book. | told him that | considered that one of its strengths. Insisting on, even magnifying,
the metaphysical/mystical side of Dante, Moevsistrying to set the Commediainto

relation with other great thinkers and other religions."--Robert Hollander, Emeritus Professor in European
Literature, Princeton University

"A brilliant book.... The Metaphysics of Dante's "Comedy" is a remarkable book and a major contribution to
our understanding of the Commedia.”--Warren Ginsberg, Sepculum

"Christian Moevs has written awork of astonishing audacity profound learning, lucid style, and acute critical
sensibility. No serious student of Dante can afford to ignore this book." --Renaissance Quarterly

"Christian Moevs's Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy is abrilliant book. From beginning to end Moevs
compels us to rethink Dante's poem. The Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy is a remarkable book and a major
contribution to our understanding of Commedia. --Warren Ginsburg, University of Oregon

"Christian Moevs has written the first truly comprehensive account of Dante's metaphysics. All the theories
about creation, separate substances, relation between the intellect and the world of contingencies are finally
put in their proper relationship with his poetic vision. This fresh, careful,

and lucid examination of three notoriously complex cantos of Paradiso (XX V11, XXVIII, and XXIX)
dismantles formalist accounts of the poem and it amounts to a persuasive argument in favor of its deeper
theology."--Giuseppe Mazzotta, Charles C. and Dorathea S. Dilley Professor of Italian Language and
Literature, Yae University

,.".one of the most beautiful and original works that American Dantism has produced in recent years.... A
text written with elegance, verve, and precision, which one cannot put down until the end."--11 Sole-24 Ore
"Thisisawonderful book, integral, ordered, developed, culminating, like Dante's poeticized universe, in the
point of it all, the apprehension of Being. Moevs writes beautifully: heis clear--elegantly clear--in a prose



that nonethel ess expresses complex ideas. Thisisamajor contribution that

makes us appreciate how, in Dante, being relates to Being. One of my colleagues told me that he considered
this adangerous book. | told him that | considered that one of its strengths. Insisting on, even magnifying,
the metaphysical/mystical side of Dante, Moevsistrying to set the Commediainto

relation with other great thinkers and other religions."--Robert Hollander, Emeritus Professor in European
Literature, Princeton University

"A brilliant book.... The Metaphysics of Dante's "Comedy" is aremarkable book and a major contribution to
our understanding of the Commedia.”--Warren Ginsberg, Sepculum

"Christian Moevs has written awork of astonishing audacity profound learning, lucid style, and acute critical
sensibility. No serious student of Dante can afford to ignore this book." --Renaissance Quarterly

"Christian Moevs's Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy is a brilliant book. From beginning to end Moevs
compels us to rethink Dante's poem. The Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy is aremarkable book and a major
contribution to our understanding of Commedia. --Warren Ginsburg, University of Oregon

"Christian Moevs has written the first truly comprehensive account of Dante's metaphysics. All the theories
about creation, separate substances, relation between the intellect and the world of contingencies are finally
put in their proper relationship with his poetic vision. This fresh, careful, and lucid examination of three
notoriously complex cantos of Paradiso (XXVI1, XXVIII, and XX1X) dismantles formalist accounts of the
poem and it amounts to a persuasive argument in favor of its deeper theology."--Giuseppe Mazzotta, Charles
C. and Dorathea S. Dilley Professor of Italian Language and Literature, Y ale University

... one of the most beautiful and original works that American Dantism has produced in recent years.... A
text written with elegance, verve, and precision, which one cannot put down until the end."--11 Sole-24 Ore
"Thisisawonderful book, integral, ordered, developed, culminating, like Dante's poeticized universe, in the
point of it all, the apprehension of Being. Moevs writes beautifully: heis clear--elegantly clear--in a prose
that nonethel ess expresses complex ideas. Thisisamajor contribution that makes us appreciate how, in
Dante, being relates to Being. One of my colleagues told me that he considered this a dangerous book. | told
him that | considered that one of its strengths. Insisting on, even magnifying, the metaphysical/mystical side
of Dante, Moevsistrying to set the Commedia into relation with other great thinkers and other religions.”--
Rabert Hollander, Emeritus Professor in European Literature, Princeton University

About the Author
Christian Moevs is Associate Professor of Romance Languages and Fellow of the Medieval Institute at the
University of Notre Dame.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Anthony Powell:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name The Metaphysics of
Dante's Comedy (American Academy of Religion Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) suitable
to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled The Metaphysics of
Dante's Comedy (American Academy of Religion Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion)is the one
of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will
give you alot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this
book.



James Sharpton:

With this erawhich isthe greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you are
related isjust spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of
several books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely The Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy
(American Academy of Religion Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion). This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and
review this book you can get many advantages.

Mike Hodges:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading
isvery important and also book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to include you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous
books that can you take to be your abject. One of them is this The Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy
(American Academy of Religion Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion).

Catherine Hudson:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get
ahalf parts of the book. Y ou can choose often the book The Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy (American
Academy of Religion Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) to make your personal reading is
interesting. Y our own persona skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and
studying especially. It isto beinitially opinion for you to like to open up abook and study it. Beside that the
e-book The Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy (American Academy of Religion Reflection and Theory in the
Study of Religion) can to be anewly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing
what must you're doing of their time.

Download and Read Online The M etaphysics of Dante's Comedy
(American Academy of Religion Reflection and Theory in the Study
of Religion) By Christian M oevs #XW9PY ZTIDOO0



Read The M etaphysics of Dante's Comedy (American Academy of
Religion Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) By
Christian Moevsfor online ebook

The Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy (American Academy of Religion Reflection and Theory in the Study of
Religion) By Christian Moevs Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap
books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online,
online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The Metaphysics of Dante's
Comedy (American Academy of Religion Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) By Christian
Moevs books to read online.

Online The M etaphysics of Dante's Comedy (American Academy of Religion Reflection
and Theory in the Study of Religion) By Christian M oevs ebook PDF download

The M etaphysics of Dante's Comedy (American Academy of Religion Reflection and Theory in the
Study of Religion) By Christian Moevs Doc

The Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy (American Academy of Religion Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) By
Christian M oevs M obipocket

The Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy (American Academy of Religion Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) By
Christian M oevs EPub

XWOPYZTIDOO: The Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy (American Academy of Religion Reflection and Theory in the Study
of Religion) By Christian M oevs



