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Tamora Pierce begins a new Tortall trilogy introducing Beka Cooper, an amazing
young woman who lived 200 years before Pierce's popular Alanna character. For
the first time, Pierce employs first-person narration in a novel, bringing readers
even closer to a character that they will love for her unusual talents and tough
personality.

Beka Cooper is a rookie with the law-enforcing Provost's Guard, and she's been
assigned to the Lower City. It's a tough beat that's about to get tougher, as Beka's
limited ability to communicate with the dead clues her in to an underworld
conspiracy. Someone close to Beka is using dark magic to profit from the Lower
City's criminal enterprises--and the result is a crime wave the likes of which the
Provost's Guard has never seen before.

From the Hardcover edition.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Tamora Pierce has been creating strong, appealing heroines for teen fantasy fans for years, creating 2 main
universes to house her multiple series. With Terrier, Pierce returns to the Tortall universe (home to her Song
of the Lioness, Immortals, Protector of the Small, and Daughter of the Lioness series). Want to learn more?
Read an exclusive essay from Tamora Pierce below. --Daphne Durham

An Essay from Tamora Pierce

 Sixteen-year-old Beka Cooper lives far removed from knights, palaces, and
the nobility. Her world revolves around thieves, beggars, taverns, and the
lowest of the low. She's a trainee for the Provost's Guard—a rookie cop, in a
world where a cop makes her own name based on her personality, her
attitude toward money, and her love of the law. Beka means to prove that she
is out to make her mark in this hard and physical world.

She does face a large obstacle. She's shy. Painfully shy. Left to her own devices, she would have no friends.
It's hard for her to talk to people she doesn't know. It's a problem for the Guards who train her, a real
problem for Beka—unless she can figure out that a uniform is a kind of costume, one she can hide behind.
One that will make her a more outspoken person. It will help a lot if people come to realize that under her
shyness is a clever, determined young woman. It will help even more if she can make friends who can give
her good advice. Luckily, she has one such friend living with her in her slum apartment: a purple-eyed black
cat named Pounce. He can make himself understood in human speech if he wishes to. He's capable of doing
weirdly intelligent things to help his young companion Beka. With Pounce to assist her, Beka cannot have an
ordinary career.

Beka tells her own story in a journal that she keeps from her very first day as a Puppy. The Guards are
dubbed "Dogs" in her time and their trainees are called "Puppies." In its pages she writes of her days with her
training Dogs, the pair who are to teach her what they know of survival on the streets in the city's toughest
slum. Both are veterans. Tunstall is an easygoing, funny man who can be a little crazy in a fight. Goodwin is
a small, tough woman who is opposed to Beka's presence at the beginning, a hard Dog and a smart one. They
take charge when Beka brings them word of two vicious sets of crimes. Like everyone else in Beka's life, her
partners find out that once Beka gets a case in her teeth, she hangs onto it like a terrier until it's been solved.

I have all kinds of reasons why I went to the past of the Alanna books. In part I wanted to show how present-
day Tortall came to be. I also knew George's fans would welcome any kind of return to the Lower City, even
if it wasn't the Lower City of his time. I wanted to get away from the courts and nobility, the setting for so
many of the Tortall books thus far. Since I didn't want to show any of the characters I've come to love as
being old or even dead, I couldn't write books in the future of the current Tortall. I turned to the past, and I'm
pretty sure my readers will be glad I did! --Tamora Pierce



From School Library Journal
Starred Review. Grade 7 Up—Orphaned Beka Cooper, 16, is a trainee-a "Puppy"-in the Provost's Guard.
Having spent the first half of her life in Tortall's slums, she is driven by the need to do what is right and see
justice done. Paired with two of the best Guards, or "Dogs," in the organization and aided by her own gifts of
magic, Beka learns her job, makes friends with two mages and a thief, and uncovers two serial killers who
prey on the poor and unnoticed. With Terrier, Pierce tries out a new style of storytelling and succeeds
admirably. Beka, the ancestor of George Cooper from the "Song of the Lioness" series (S & S), tells her
story through journal entries, making for a thoroughly engaging read. The characters are recognizable types,
but all have their own personalities. Readers will enjoy meeting the Lady Knight Sabine of Macayhill,
Alanna's precursor in profession and temperament; Rosto the Piper; and Beka's friends. The level of violence
is comparable to that found in "The Circle Opens" series (Scholastic) but isn't as gratuitous. This seems
mostly to be due to the journal format, which gives readers only Beka's thoughts and feelings as opposed to
those of the killers as well. With its rollicking adventure, appealing characters, and inclusion of Tortall's
history, Terrier will be in strong demand by Pierce's fans. It will keep readers on the edge of their
seats.—Lisa Prolman, Greenfield Public Library, MA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Having followed her signature heroine into the next generation with her Trickster duet, Pierce now looks
back into the history of Tortall and finds another fierce, lovable gal who won't take any guff. Sixteen-year-
old Beka Cooper, born hundreds of years before Alanna drew her first sword, has just signed on as a Puppy
(trainee) with her city's crime fighters, unofficially known as the Dogs. Beka's extrasensory gifts and a
firsthand understanding of her tough beat help her to "scent" two heinous criminals, whom she delivers to
justice--despite the limitations of her apprentice role--by rallying a lively network of informants, mentors,
and allies. Pierce deftly handles the novel's journal structure, and her clear homage to the police-procedural
genre applies a welcome twist to the girl-legend-in-the-making story line. Leisurely infusions of detail
frequently slow things down, but homely, often comic pauses interspersing epic deeds have become
touchstones of Pierce's storytelling, and not even the strained surprise ending will prevent fans from begging
for more about the avenging pup known as a "Terrier among Dogs." Jennifer Mattson
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Beulah Scherr:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Terrier (The Legend of Beka Cooper, Book 1) as your daily resource
information.

Eva Sexton:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


limited time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be learn. Terrier
(The Legend of Beka Cooper, Book 1) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual
who have those short free time problems.

Anita Burns:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book Terrier (The
Legend of Beka Cooper, Book 1). You can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book,
it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Susan Munoz:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Terrier (The Legend of Beka Cooper,
Book 1) to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the
sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book
and study it. Beside that the guide Terrier (The Legend of Beka Cooper, Book 1) can to be your brand-new
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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