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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Visitors to the New York Public Library's main reading room are not likely to gaze enraptured at ornamental
moldings, cherubs and vast, uninterrupted ceilings as they cope with poor lighting, uncomfortable chairs and
often slow service. Reed's room-by-room architectural tour, a panegyric to the Fifth Avenue building, asks us
to believe it is "a people's palace," even though its ornate turn-of-the-century style modeled on classical Paris
and Rome has the effect of intimidating rather than welcoming library users. No staircase, lamp, carved relief
or marble bust is overlooked as the author pores over "this great jewel of the civic crown" in belabored prose,
although his armchair tour does turn up many delightful facets of the building that are probably missed by
most visitors. The impressive photographs make the book.
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
The New York Public Library is recognized as one of the finest examples of Beaux-Arts Classicism in the
city. Reed's monograph contains a wealth of information about the building's design, from the majestic
Corinthian portico on Fifth Avenue to the desk lamps in the Main Reading Room. Each architectural detail is
lovingly photographed and labelled, providing an exhaustive record of the building's ornamentation. For
Reed, however, architecture is style and form, nothing more; this is unfortunate, for little attention is paid to
the building's construction or to the extensive stacks that house the majority of the library's books. Despite
this shortcoming, the book should be of interest both to architectural historians and to the thousands of
readers who make regular use of this unique resource. H. Ward Jandl, National Park Svce., Washington,
D.C.
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Perez:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book New York Public Library: Its
Architecture and Decoration (The Classical America series in art and architecture). All type of book are you
able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Jeffery Herring:

The particular book New York Public Library: Its Architecture and Decoration (The Classical America series
in art and architecture) has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a
lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write
this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.



Deborah Walker:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be go through. New York Public Library: Its Architecture and Decoration (The Classical America
series in art and architecture) can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short time
problems.

Edward Doucet:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The New York Public Library: Its Architecture and Decoration (The Classical America series in art and
architecture) provide you with a new experience in examining a book.
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