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In the spring of 1883 Apache raiders massacred Judge McComas and his wife
Juniata and kidnapped their six-year-old son Charley as the family traveled on a
desolate road in southwestern New Mexico Territory, al victims of revenge
sought by the Apaches for Gen. George Crook's campaign.

At the time, the entire circumstances concerning this tragic incident had not been
fully understood--or perhaps cared about. In Massacre on the Lordsburg Road,
historian Marc Simmons bringsto light one of the last massacres of the Indian
wars, presenting exactly why and how the McComases met their end on that
desolate road, the events that led up to it, and the public reactions that followed.

Simmons recounts the raids and counter-raids leading up to the massacre and
General Crook's subsequent Sierra Madre campaign. Thiswas the first use of the
"Hot Pursuit Treaty" signed between the United States and Mexico in 1882,
allowing troops of either country to follow hostile Indians across the border.

With balanced, honest treatment Simmons constructs from long-buried fragments
the events of that fateful day, the motivation for the attack, the subsequent
publicity and search for the missing son, and, in broader terms, the cultural
friction and clash between the Apache and the settler. The puzzlement of why a
reputably wise and able man would lead his family into such afatal predicament,
the pursuit of the Apachesinto Mexico by General Crook, and the ironic
circumstance of Charley McComas's death at the hands of Crook's troopsin a
raid on the Apache camp, illustrates that past events were as complex and as
human as those today.

Though academically thorough in its exploration and deliverance, Massacre on
the Lordsburg Road will interest general readers of Indian history.
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In the spring of 1883 Apache raiders massacred Judge McComas and his wife Juniata and kidnapped their
six-year-old son Charley as the family traveled on a desolate road in southwestern New Mexico Territory, all
victims of revenge sought by the Apaches for Gen. George Crook's campaign.

At the time, the entire circumstances concerning this tragic incident had not been fully understood--or
perhaps cared about. In Massacre on the Lordsburg Road, historian Marc Simmons brings to light one of the
last massacres of the Indian wars, presenting exactly why and how the McComases met their end on that
desolate road, the events that led up to it, and the public reactions that followed.

Simmons recounts the raids and counter-raids leading up to the massacre and General Crook's subsequent
Sierra Madre campaign. Thiswas the first use of the "Hot Pursuit Treaty" signed between the United States
and Mexico in 1882, allowing troops of either country to follow hostile Indians across the border.

With balanced, honest treatment Simmons constructs from long-buried fragments the events of that fateful
day, the motivation for the attack, the subsequent publicity and search for the missing son, and, in broader
terms, the cultural friction and clash between the Apache and the settler. The puzzlement of why a reputably
wise and able man would lead his family into such afatal predicament, the pursuit of the Apachesinto
Mexico by General Crook, and the ironic circumstance of Charley McComas's death at the hands of Crook's
troopsin araid on the Apache camp, illustrates that past events were as complex and as human as those
today.

Though academically thorough in its exploration and deliverance, Massacre on the Lordsburg Road will
interest general readers of Indian history.
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Editorial Review

Review
..." masterful detective work in locating even the most obscure printed sources, military and civil court
records, and ora history accounts from both A pache and white participantsin the events.”

About the Author

Marc Simmonsis a professional historian and author of the Southwest, focusing on the Indian and Hispanic
heritages of New Mexico. He livesin Cerrillos, New Mexico.”...this book represents Marc Simmons at his
best: the research is exhaustive, the writing is precise and lucid, and the narrative unfolds like a carefully
crafted mystery story.” — Book Talk, January 1998

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kevin White:

The reserve untitled Massacre on the Lordsburg Road: A Tragedy of the Apache Wars (Elma Dill Russell
Spencer Seriesin the West and Southwest) is the book that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou aso can get the e-book of Massacre on the
Lordsburg Road: A Tragedy of the Apache Wars (EIma Dill Russell Spencer Seriesin the West and
Southwest) from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy freetime.

Andrea Whitt:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is ook
different you can read the book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a e-book. The book Massacre on the Lordsburg Road: A Tragedy of the Apache Wars
(ElmaDill Russell Spencer Seriesin the West and Southwest) it is very good to read. There are alot of folks
that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mOore effortlessly to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Judy Brown:

Y ou will get this Massacre on the Lordsburg Road: A Tragedy of the Apache Wars (Elma Dill Russell
Spencer Seriesin the West and Southwest) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it



can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are
various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the
modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let'stry to choose proper ways for you.

Kaci Carter:

That book can make you to fedl relax. Thisbook Massacre on the Lordsburg Road: A Tragedy of the Apache
Wars (ElmaDill Russell Spencer Seriesin the West and Southwest) was bright colored and of course has
pictures around. Aswe know that book Massacre on the Lordsburg Road: A Tragedy of the Apache Wars
(EImaDill Russell Spencer Seriesin the West and Southwest) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try
to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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