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In the electronic age, documents appear to have escaped their paper confinement.
But we are still surrounded by flows of paper with enormous consequences. In
the planned city of Islamabad, order and disorder are produced through the
ceaseless inscription and circulation of millions of paper artifacts among
bureaucrats, politicians, property owners, villagers, imams (prayer leaders),
businessmen, and builders. What are the implications of such athorough paper
mediation of relationships among people, things, places, and purposes?
Government of Paper explores this question in the routine yet unpredictable
realm of the Pakistani urban bureaucracy, showing how the material forms of
postcolonial bureaucratic documentation produce a distinctive political economy
of paper that shapes how the city is constructed, regulated, and inhabited. Files,
maps, petitions, and visiting cards constitute the enduring material infrastructure
of more ephemeral classifications, laws, and institutional organizations. Matthew
S. Hull develops a fresh approach to state governance as a material practice,
explaining why writing practices designed during the colonial erato isolate the
government from society have become a means of participation in it.
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In the electronic age, documents appear to have escaped their paper confinement. But we are still surrounded
by flows of paper with enormous consequences. In the planned city of Islamabad, order and disorder are
produced through the ceasel ess inscription and circulation of millions of paper artifacts among bureaucrats,
politicians, property owners, villagers, imams (prayer leaders), businessmen, and builders. What are the
implications of such athorough paper mediation of relationships among people, things, places, and
purposes? Government of Paper explores this question in the routine yet unpredictable realm of the Pakistani
urban bureaucracy, showing how the material forms of postcolonia bureaucratic documentation produce a
distinctive political economy of paper that shapes how the city is constructed, regulated, and inhabited. Files,
maps, petitions, and visiting cards constitute the enduring material infrastructure of more ephemeral
classifications, laws, and ingtitutional organizations. Matthew S. Hull devel ops a fresh approach to state
governance as a material practice, explaining why writing practices designed during the colonia erato
isolate the government from society have become a means of participation in it.
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Editorial Review
Review

“A must read.”
(Mohammad A. QadeerM ohammad A. Qadeer Dawn.com 2913-01-09)

From the Inside Flap

“Drawing inspiration from actor-network theory, science studies, and semiaotics, this brilliant book makes us
completely rethink the workings of bureaucracy as analyzed by Max Weber and James Scott. Matthew Hull
demonstrates convincingly how the materiality of signstruly matters for understanding the projects of ‘the
state.’” - Katherine Verdery, author of What was Socialism, and What Comes Next?

“We are used to studies of roads and rails as central material infrastructure for the making of modern states.
But what of records, the reams and reams of paper that inscribe the state-in-making? This brilliant book
inquires into the materiality of information in colonial and postcolonia Pakistan. Thisisawork of signal
importance for our understanding of the everyday graphic artifacts of authority.” - Bill Maurer, author of
Mutual Life, Limited: Islamic Banking, Alternative Currencies, Lateral Reason

"Thisisan excellent and truly exceptional ethnography. Hull presents atheoretically sophisticated and
empirically rich reading that will be an invaluable resource to scholarsin the field of Anthropology and
South Asian studies. The author’ s focus on bureaucracy, “corruption,” writing systems and urban studies
(Islamabad) in a post-colonia context makes for a unique ethnographic engagement with contemporary
Pakistan. In addition, Hull’ s study is a refreshing voice that breaks the mold of current representation of
Pakistan through the security studies paradigm.” - Kamran Asdar Ali, Director, South Asia Institute,
University of Texas

About the Author

Matthew S. Hull is assistant professor of anthropology at the University of Michigan.
Users Review

From reader reviews:

ThersaMoss:

Here thing why that Government of Paper: The Materiality of Bureaucracy in Urban Pakistan are different
and reputable to be yours. First of al looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it
which isthe content is as tasty as food or not. Government of Paper: The Materiality of Bureaucracy in
Urban Pakistan giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but
there is no publication that similar with Government of Paper: The Materiality of Bureaucracy in Urban
Pakistan. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will



happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in park, café, or even in your method home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper
book maybe the form of Government of Paper: The Materiality of Bureaucracy in Urban Pakistan in e-book
can be your alternate.

Luke Shaffer:

Now aday individuals who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Government of Paper: The Materiality of
Bureaucracy in Urban Pakistan book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Ronald Adams:

This book untitled Government of Paper: The Materiality of Bureaucracy in Urban Pakistan to be one of
several booksin which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a
lot of benefit into it. Y ou will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by using
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, asyou
can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

LisaMartin:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we would like. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide Government of Paper: The Materiality of Bureaucracy in Urban Pakistan was
filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence.
Some peopl e has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you
canreally feel enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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