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In this exploration of the concept of the gene, Jonathan Slack looks at the
discovery, nature, and role of genes in both evolution and development.
Explaining the nature of genetic variation in the human population, how
hereditary factors were identified as molecules of DNA, and how certain specific
mutations can lead to disease, Slack highlights how DNA variants are used to
trace human ancestry and migration, and can also be used by forensic scientists to
identify individuals in crime. Slack also explores issues such as the role of
genetic heritability and IQ as well as the changes that occur in the genes of
populations during evolution.

An ideal guide for anyone curious about what genes are and how genetics can be
put to use, this Very Short Introduction demonstrates the ways in which the gene
concept has been understood and used by molecular biologists, population
biologists, and social scientists around the world.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The major value of the book is that it juxtaposes historical, molecular, cellular, organismal, evolutionary,
and behavioral domains in one volume..." --CHOICE

About the Author

Jonathan Slack is Director of the Stem Cell Institute of the University of Minnesota, and Emeritus Professor
at the University of Bath and University of Minnesota. He has published widely on genes in development,
and has written four academic books. He is also on the editorial board of the journal Evolution and
Development. He is also the author of Stem Cells: A Very Short Introduction (OUP, 2012).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Benjamin Aldridge:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book
titled Genes: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

James Vera:

The ability that you get from Genes: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) will be the more
deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Genes: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that
can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind
of Genes: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) instantly.



Jeremy Gable:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Genes: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Genes: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) as good book but not only by the cover but also through
the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Sandra Wright:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Genes: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing
when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
study it. Beside that the book Genes: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can to be your
friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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