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The end of a scourge

"The prayer that has been mine for twenty years, that I might be permitted in
some way or some time to do something to alleviate human suffering, has been
answered!"
--Major Walter Reed, writing to his wife, New Year's Eve, 1900

As he wrote to his wife of his stunning success in the mission to identify the
cause of yellow fever and find a way to eradicate the disease, Walter Reed had
answered the prayers of millions. For more than 250 years, the yellow jack had
ravaged the Americas, bringing death to millions and striking panic in entire
populations. The very mention of its presence in a city or town produced instant
chaos as thousands fled in terror, leaving the frail, the weak, and the ill to fend
for themselves.

Yellow Jack tracks the history of this deadly scourge from its earliest appearance
in the Caribbean 350 years ago, telling the compelling story of a few
extraordinarily brave souls who struggled to understand and eradicate yellow
fever. Risking everything for the cause of science and humanity, Reed and his
teammates on the U.S. Army Yellow Fever Board invaded the heart of enemy
territory in Cuba to pursue the disease--and made one of the twentieth century's
greatest medical discoveries. This thrilling adventure tells the timeless tale of
their courage, ingenuity, and triumph in the face of adversity.
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"The prayer that has been mine for twenty years, that I might be permitted in some way or some time to do
something to alleviate human suffering, has been answered!"
--Major Walter Reed, writing to his wife, New Year's Eve, 1900

As he wrote to his wife of his stunning success in the mission to identify the cause of yellow fever and find a
way to eradicate the disease, Walter Reed had answered the prayers of millions. For more than 250 years, the
yellow jack had ravaged the Americas, bringing death to millions and striking panic in entire populations.
The very mention of its presence in a city or town produced instant chaos as thousands fled in terror, leaving
the frail, the weak, and the ill to fend for themselves.

Yellow Jack tracks the history of this deadly scourge from its earliest appearance in the Caribbean 350 years
ago, telling the compelling story of a few extraordinarily brave souls who struggled to understand and
eradicate yellow fever. Risking everything for the cause of science and humanity, Reed and his teammates
on the U.S. Army Yellow Fever Board invaded the heart of enemy territory in Cuba to pursue the disease--
and made one of the twentieth century's greatest medical discoveries. This thrilling adventure tells the
timeless tale of their courage, ingenuity, and triumph in the face of adversity.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
There isn't much new in this workmanlike examination of yellow fever, which focuses on the American
impact of this deadly hemorrhagic disease closely related to the West Nile virus. While mostly a tropical
disease, yellow fever reached as far north as Philadelphia in 1793. But particularly in the South, deadly
plagues were the norm year after year. Pierce, a physician and retired colonel with the U.S. Army, and
coauthor Writer describe the debates over the cause of the disease, which many thought originated in the
Caribbean, and the work to determine the mode of transmission. In 1900, after the Spanish-American War,
Walter Reed headed the Yellow Fever Board sent to Havana and rather quickly confirmed earlier suspicions
that mosquitoes were responsible; in remarkably short order the board rid the entire island of yellow fever.
But the disease's virulence and the harsh working conditions threatened the researchers themselves. The
authors explain this in their hyperbolic style: "Eight loyal and fearless soldiers in the war against an invisible
foe had, in the noblest sentiments of the profession, died in hopes of saving others.... [N]o other virus in the
history of laboratory research has taken away so many of those working to solve its mysteries." B&w illus.
(Apr.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
From the first time an illness with symptoms like those of yellow fever was reported in the Spanish
stronghold at Yucatan and spreading to Havana, Cuba, reduced its population by a third, it took nearly 300
years to pinpoint the cause of that fatal disease. The long effort suffered not from want of trying, according
to U.S. Army physician Pierce. Some of the most notable medical minds of their times, including the
renowned Benjamin Rush, tackled the puzzle with negligible success. Stubbornly perennial as summer heat,
yellow fever continued to wreak havoc in U.S. cities from Philadelphia to New Orleans. Despite the
connection French physician Louis Daniel Beauperthuy made in the mid-nineteenth century between yellow
fever and mosquitoes, not until after the Spanish-American War did Major Walter Reed and his medical
team make serious inroads into cause and cure. Based upon a series of articles Pierce penned for a military
medical journal, this chronicle of the rise and eventual fall of yellow fever traces a substantial medical
history. Donna Chavez
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"A fascinating examination of how science works in the real world.   This book may inspire future Walter
Reeds to solve tomorrow's medical mysteries." (Journal of College Science Teaching)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bridget Carter:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Yellow Jack: How
Yellow Fever Ravaged America and Walter Reed Discovered Its Deadly Secrets? Maybe it is being best

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you
can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Frances Lockhart:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Yellow Jack: How
Yellow Fever Ravaged America and Walter Reed Discovered Its Deadly Secrets is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Andrew Jefferson:

You can spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Yellow Jack: How Yellow Fever
Ravaged America and Walter Reed Discovered Its Deadly Secrets is simple to bring you can read it in the
area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book,
you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your
smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Bruce Harrison:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Yellow Jack: How Yellow Fever
Ravaged America and Walter Reed Discovered Its Deadly Secrets can be the reply, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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