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The gene's eye view of life, proposed in Richard Dawkins acclaimed bestseller
The Selfish Gene, sees living bodies as mere vehicles for the replication of
genetic codes. But in The Music of Life, world renowned physiologist Denis
Noble argues that, to truly understand life, we must look beyond the "selfish
gene" to consider life on a much wider variety of levels.
Life, Noble asserts, is a kind of music, a symphonic interplay between genes,
cells, organs, body, and environment. He weaves this musical metaphor
throughout this personal and deeply lyrical work, illuminating ideas that might
otherwise be daunting to non-scientists. In elegant prose, Noble sets out a
cutting-edge alternative to the gene's eye view, offering a radical switch of
perception in which genes are seen as prisoners and the organism itself is a
complex system of many interacting levels. In his more expansive view, life
emerges as a process, the ebb and flow of activity in an intricate web of
connections. He introduces readers to the realm of systems biology, a field that
has been growing in strength in the past decade. Noble, himself one of the
founders of this field, argues modern systems biology may be the view we need
to adopt to gain a deeper understanding of the nature of life.
Drawing on his experiences in his research on the heartbeat, and on evolutionary
biology, development, medicine, philosophy, linguistics, and Chinese culture,
Noble presents us with a profound and very modern reflection on the nature of
life.
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The gene's eye view of life, proposed in Richard Dawkins acclaimed bestseller The Selfish Gene, sees living
bodies as mere vehicles for the replication of genetic codes. But in The Music of Life, world renowned
physiologist Denis Noble argues that, to truly understand life, we must look beyond the "selfish gene" to
consider life on a much wider variety of levels.
Life, Noble asserts, is a kind of music, a symphonic interplay between genes, cells, organs, body, and
environment. He weaves this musical metaphor throughout this personal and deeply lyrical work,
illuminating ideas that might otherwise be daunting to non-scientists. In elegant prose, Noble sets out a
cutting-edge alternative to the gene's eye view, offering a radical switch of perception in which genes are
seen as prisoners and the organism itself is a complex system of many interacting levels. In his more
expansive view, life emerges as a process, the ebb and flow of activity in an intricate web of connections. He
introduces readers to the realm of systems biology, a field that has been growing in strength in the past
decade. Noble, himself one of the founders of this field, argues modern systems biology may be the view we
need to adopt to gain a deeper understanding of the nature of life.
Drawing on his experiences in his research on the heartbeat, and on evolutionary biology, development,
medicine, philosophy, linguistics, and Chinese culture, Noble presents us with a profound and very modern
reflection on the nature of life.
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Editorial Review

Review
`Review from previous edition A beautifully written book... After the great successes of molecular biology,
the time has come to re-assemble the organism. Denis Noble tells us why this needs to be done. He also tells
us how we should go about it. Strongly recommended. ' Sir Patrick Bateson, F.R.S., Emeritus Professor of
Ethology, Cambridge

`highly evocative essay' Steven Poole, The Guardian

About the Author

Denis Noble is Emeritus Professor of Cardiovascular Physiology at the University of Oxford. He was
Chairman of the International Union of Physiological Sciences World Congress in 1993, and Secretary-
General of IUPS from 1993-2001.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Ashton:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of The
Music of Life: Biology Beyond Genes book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Albert Parks:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Music of Life: Biology Beyond
Genes, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Yvonne Casey:

This The Music of Life: Biology Beyond Genes is great publication for you because the content which is full
of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book



reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are
read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences
but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Music of Life: Biology Beyond
Genes in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that
no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , it is
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Brian Kelley:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and The Music of Life: Biology Beyond Genes or others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more
and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping
them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Music of
Life: Biology Beyond Genes to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.
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