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In amost al critical writings on the horror film, woman is conceptualised only as
victim. In The Monstrous-Feminine Barbara Creed challenges this patriarchal
view by arguing that the prototype of all definitions of the monstrousis the
femal e reproductive body.

With close reference to a number of classic horror filmsincluding the Alien
trilogy, The Exorcist and Psycho, Creed analyses the seven “faces of the
monstrous-feminine: archaic mother, monstrous womb, vampire, witch,
possessed body, monstrous mother and castrator. Her argument that man fears
woman as castrator, rather than as castrated, questions not only Freudian
theories of sexual difference but existing theories of spectatorship and fetishism,
providing a provocative re-reading of classical and contemporary film and
theoretical texts.
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In almost all critical writings on the horror film, woman is conceptualised only as victim. In The Monstrous-
Feminine Barbara Creed challenges this patriarchal view by arguing that the prototype of all definitions of
the monstrous is the femal e reproductive body.

With close reference to a number of classic horror filmsincluding the Alien trilogy, The Exorcist and Psycho,
Creed analyses the seven “faces of the monstrous-feminine: archaic mother, monstrous womb, vampire,
witch, possessed body, monstrous mother and castrator. Her argument that man fears woman as castrator,
rather than as castrated, questions not only Freudian theories of sexual difference but existing theories of
spectatorship and fetishism, providing a provocative re-reading of classical and contemporary film and
theoretical texts.
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Editorial Review

Review

"By reinstating the repressed mother and "femme castratice in classic Freudian theory, and by extending
Julia Kristeva's discussion of horror and abjection to fresh critical objects, Barbara Creed accessibly and
convincingly demonstrates the relevance and productivity of psychoanalytic theory for cultural analysis.”
-Annette Kuhn, University of Glasgow

"A substantial contribution to knowledge of the horror film . . . the first study to concentrate specifically on
the monstrous-feminine.”

-E. Ann Kaplan

"Witty, succinct, a pleasure to read. The critique of Freudian theory comprises atotal re-conceptualization of
the status of the feminine within psychoanalytic debate."

-Sneja Gunew

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Erma Carver:

The book The Monstrous-Feminine: Film, Feminism, Psychoanalysis (Popular Fictions Series) can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like
abook The Monstrous-Feminine: Film, Feminism, Psychoanalysis (Popular Fictions Series)? Some of you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Monstrous-Feminine: Film, Feminism,
Psychoanalysis (Popular Fictions Series) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function
for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by open up and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Geneva Ricks:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire al their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this The
Monstrous-Feminine: Film, Feminism, Psychoanalysis (Popular Fictions Series).

Anthony Lucas:

This The Monstrous-Feminine: Film, Feminism, Psychoanalysis (Popular Fictions Series) is great e-book for



you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great
organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you
can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Monstrous-Feminine: Film, Feminism,
Psychoanalysis (Popular Fictions Series) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information initis
not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this
guide already do that. So, thisis good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Paul Quintana:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people lovesto study a book. When you read a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, ssimply because
book hasalot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read afiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The Monstrous-
Feminine: Film, Feminism, Psychoanalysis (Popular Fictions Series) offer you a new experience in reading
through a book.
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