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Deep K Datta-Ray isthe only outsider to have embedded in India's Ministry of
External Affairs. Hisbook on Indian diplomacy overturns much of the accepted
wisdom of it being a derivative of European colonial models, in the process
shedding new light on the Indian state.

The author argues on the basis of observed practices, and informal interactions
and interviews with the Prime Minister, Cabinet Ministers and diplomats, that the
core of Indian diplomatic practice isto be found in the national epic, the
Mahabharata, whose influence is traced from pre-Mughal times to the present.
Moreover the durability of the Mahabharata's influence on Indian diplomacy was
secured by India's most significant relationship of the modern political era:
between Mohandas Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru. The epic inspired Gandhi's
innovative conception of terminating violence non-violently, or satyagraha. His
influence over Nehru ensured that satyagraha would shape the new post-colonial
nation's diplomacy, testimony to which, and arguably its greatest achievement, is
India's nuclear diplomacy.

Dr Datta-Ray's investigation of Indian diplomacy revealsits non-Western
rationale, while its presence at the heart of a state presumed Western at inception
reveals new possibilities about how to conceptualize post-colonial India, its
purpose and role on the world stage. While nation states authorised by
nationalism remain hostage to the past, the Indian state's arena for action is very
much the present, asits rational objective of non-violently terminating violence
now.
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Deep K Datta-Ray isthe only outsider to have embedded in India's Ministry of External Affairs. His book on
Indian diplomacy overturns much of the accepted wisdom of it being a derivative of European colonial
models, in the process shedding new light on the Indian state.

The author argues on the basis of observed practices, and informal interactions and interviews with the Prime
Minister, Cabinet Ministers and diplomats, that the core of Indian diplomatic practice isto be found in the
national epic, the Mahabharata, whose influence is traced from pre-Mughal times to the present. Moreover
the durability of the Mahabharata's influence on Indian diplomacy was secured by India's most significant
relationship of the modern poalitical era: between Mohandas Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru. The epic inspired
Gandhi's innovative conception of terminating violence non-violently, or satyagraha. His influence over
Nehru ensured that satyagraha would shape the new post-colonia nation's diplomacy, testimony to which,
and arguably its greatest achievement, is India's nuclear diplomacy.

Dr Datta-Ray's investigation of Indian diplomacy revealsits non-Western rationale, while its presence at the
heart of a state presumed Western at inception reveals new possihilities about how to conceptualize post-
colonial India, its purpose and role on the world stage. While nation states authorised by nationalism remain
hostage to the past, the Indian state's arena for action is very much the present, asitsrational objective of
non-violently terminating violence now.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘Thisis asuperb rendition of a diplomatic culture which Western observers would normally miss or
misunderstand. It is rendered with nuance and depth that make the book something of a master-class in how,
sympathetically, to investigate the different and the complex.” — Stephen Chan, OBE, Professor of World
Politics, SOAS

‘This highly original study represents the first examination of Indian foreign policy as the product of a
distinctive palitical culture. It is an important corrective to the alegedly universalistic theories of interest that
dominate political analysis of the world outside the West.” — Faisal Deviji, St Antony’s College, University
of Oxford

‘A unique, and very original, take on how Indian diplomacy has been conceived, articulated and
operationalized. By linking the present state of Indian diplomacy to the nation’s civilizational past, this work
debunks many myths and captures the underlying forces driving Indian diplomatic practice better than most
recent works on the subject. A must-read for Indian foreign policy practitioners and thinkers alike.” — Harsh
V. Pant, Professor of International Relations, King's College London

An in-depth discussion of the complexities of a major Third World foreign ministry outside the “Western
triad of anarchy-modernity-civilisation.” What sets it apart from most other studiesis the way in which the
voices of Indian Foreign Service officersinterviewed as part of the author’ s research bring the discussion to
life. ... Rich, subtle and instructive.” — William Maley, Director, Asia-Pacific College of Diplomacy, ANU
College of Asiaand the Pacific, Australian National University

About the Author

Deep K Datta-Ray teaches at Jindal School of International Affairs and formerly worked with Kroll and
Hakluyt & Company. Schooled in Calcutta, Honolulu, Singapore and the English countryside, he attended
the University of London and Sussex University, from which he abtained his doctorate in International
Relations.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jeffrey Garner:

Why? Because this The Making of Indian Diplomacy: A Critique of Eurocentrism is an unordinary book that
the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book closeto it was fantastic author who el se write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , itis
good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give
you alot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If | were you | will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.



Sidney Raobertson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddiesis thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
onroller coaster you aready been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Making of
Indian Diplomacy: A Critique of Eurocentrism, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you
till would like to missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still
don't have it, oh come on itsidentified as reading friends.

Neil M cNatt:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by
its include may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not
since fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Making of Indian
Diplomacy: A Critique of Eurocentrism why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards
to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Barbara McGowan:

This The Making of Indian Diplomacy: A Critique of Eurocentrism is great e-book for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
The Making of Indian Diplomacy: A Critique of Eurocentrism in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, factsin it isnot ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen
second right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do
you still doubt that will?
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