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Award-winning filmmaker and writer Sophia Al-Maria’s The Girl Who Fell to
Earth is a funny and wry coming-of-age memoir about growing up in between
American and Gulf Arab cultures. With poignancy and humor, Al-Maria shares
the struggles of being raised by an American mother and Bedouin father while
shuttling between homes in the Pacific Northwest and the Middle East. Part
family saga and part personal quest, The Girl Who Fell to Earth traces Al-
Maria’s journey to make a place for herself in two different worlds.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
The writer was born in Seattle to an American farm girl and a Bedouin father, and he soon returned to Qatar,
where he started a second family. As a young teen, Sophia is on the classic quest to find her father (and
herself), and her wry, eloquent narrative does a great job of blending the viewpoints of the 12-year-old then
and the adult writer now, while the intersection of contemporary cultures explodes the comfortable
stereotypes, old and new. The girl is shocked by backward Bedouin traditions and deep sexual segregation,
but she also remembers her American school segregation of jocks, geeks, and freaks, and very clearly by
race, and she discovers that love in a culture of arranged marriage and sexual oppression can be “far more
complex than anything on MTV.” As the action moves from the Nile delta to Cairo, her commentary gets it
exactly right, and without a heavy message. The day was so full of these “exotic” people doing, well,
“normal” stuff. Families like hers had the “nouveau” part without the “riche.” Great for reading aloud. --
Hazel Rochman

From the Back Cover

When Sophia Al-Maria's mother sends her away from rainy Washington State to stay with her husband's
desert-dwelling Bedouin family in Qatar, she intends it to be a sort of teenage cultural boot camp. What her
mother doesn't know is that there are some things about growing up that are universal. In Qatar, Sophia is
faced with a new world she'd only imagined as a child. She sets out to find her freedom, even in the most
unlikely of places.

Both family saga and coming-of-age story, The Girl Who Fell to Earth takes readers from the green valleys
of the Pacific Northwest to the dunes of the Arabian Gulf and on to the sprawling chaos of Cairo. Struggling
to adapt to her nomadic lifestyle, Sophia is haunted by the feeling that she is perpetually in exile: hovering
somewhere between two families, two cultures, and two worlds. She must make a place for herself—a
complex journey that includes finding young love in the Arabian Gulf, rebellion in Cairo, and, finally, self-
discovery in the mountains of Sinai.

The Girl Who Fell to Earth heralds the arrival of an electric new talent and takes us on the most personal of
quests: the voyage home.

About the Author

Sophia Al-Maria is an artist, writer, and filmmaker. She studied comparative literature at the American
University in Cairo, and aural and visual cultures at Goldsmiths, University of London. Her work has been
exhibited at the Gwangju Biennale, the New Museum in New York, and the Architectural Association in
London. Her writing has appeared in Harper's, Five Dials, Triple Canopy, and Bidoun.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Beverly Dyar:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question since
just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this The Girl Who Fell to Earth: A Memoir to
read.

Donald Chapin:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Girl Who Fell to Earth: A Memoir
book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Myron Mendez:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That The Girl Who Fell to Earth: A Memoir can
give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have The Girl Who Fell to Earth: A Memoir.

Michael Clark:

You can obtain this The Girl Who Fell to Earth: A Memoir by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are
various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book.
In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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