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The urban classic coming-of-age story about sex, drugs, and basketball
 
Jim Carroll grew up to become a renowned poet and punk rocker. But in this
memoir of the mid-1960s, set during his coming-of-age from 12 to 15, he was a
rebellious teenager making a place and a name for himself on the unforgiving
streets of New York City. During these years, he chronicled his experiences, and
the result is a diary of unparalleled candor that conveys his alternately hilarious
and terrifying teenage existence. Here is Carroll prowling New York City--
playing basketball, hustling, stealing, getting high, getting hooked, and searching
for something pure. The Basketball Diaries was the basis for the film of the same
name starring Leonardo DiCaprio.

"I met him in 1970, and already he was pretty much universally recognized as the
best poet of his generation. . . . The work was sophisticated and elegant. He had
beauty." -- Patti Smith
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Jim Carroll’s bestselling memoir The Basketball Diaries was first released in 1978 and adapted as a film in
1995. Carroll’s work includes several collections of poetry as well as a asecond memoir, Forces Entries: The
Downtown Diaries 1971-1973. As the leader of The Jim Carroll Band he released three albums as well as
several spoken word recordings. He died in New York City on September 11, 2009.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ashley Staley:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying The Basketball Diaries: The
Classic About Growing Up Hip on New York's Mean Streets that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick The Basketball Diaries: The Classic About
Growing Up Hip on New York's Mean Streets become your own personal starter.

Timothy Bullock:

This The Basketball Diaries: The Classic About Growing Up Hip on New York's Mean Streets is great e-
book for you because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and still
have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or
we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info
in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having The Basketball Diaries: The Classic About Growing Up Hip on New York's
Mean Streets in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that
no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this is
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Virginia Hughes:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Basketball Diaries: The
Classic About Growing Up Hip on New York's Mean Streets which is getting the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's notice.



Jeffrey Chambers:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the The Basketball Diaries: The Classic About Growing Up Hip on New York's
Mean Streets when you desired it?
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