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Sx Women of Salemis the first work to use the lives of a select number of
representative women as a microcosm to illuminate the larger crisis of the Salem
witch trials. By the end of the trials, beyond the twenty who were executed and
the five who perished in prison, 207 individuals had been accused, 74 had been
“afflicted,” 32 had officially accused their fellow neighbors, and 255 ordinary
people had been inexorably drawn into that ruinous and murderous vortex, and
this doesn't include the religious, judicial, and governmental leaders. All this
adds up to what the Rev. Cotton Mather called “a desolation of names.”

The individuals involved are too often reduced to stock characters and
stereotypes when accuracy is sacrificed to indignation. And although the flood of
names and detail in the history of an extraordinary event like the Salem witch
trials can swamp the individua livesinvolved, individuals still deserve to be
remembered and, in remembering specific lives, modern readers can benefit from
such historical intimacy. By examining the lives of six specific women,
Marilynne Roach shows readers what it was like to be present throughout this
horrific time and how it was impossible to live through it unchanged.
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Sx Women of Salemisthe first work to use the lives of a select number of representative women as a
microcosm to illuminate the larger crisis of the Salem witch trials. By the end of the trias, beyond the twenty
who were executed and the five who perished in prison, 207 individuals had been accused, 74 had been
“afflicted,” 32 had officially accused their fellow neighbors, and 255 ordinary people had been inexorably
drawn into that ruinous and murderous vortex, and this doesn't include the religious, judicial, and
governmental leaders. All this adds up to what the Rev. Cotton Mather called “a desolation of names.”

Theindividuasinvolved are too often reduced to stock characters and stereotypes when accuracy is
sacrificed to indignation. And although the flood of names and detail in the history of an extraordinary event
like the Salem witch trials can swamp the individua livesinvolved, individuals still deserve to be
remembered and, in remembering specific lives, modern readers can benefit from such historical intimacy.
By examining the lives of six specific women, Marilynne Roach shows readers what it was like to be present
throughout this horrific time and how it was impossible to live through it unchanged.
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Editorial Review

Review
“A well written novel approach to the witch trials worth the time taken while you await the trick-or-treaters
this Halloween.”

Open Letters Monthly, 10/1/13

“Immediately immerses its readers in the events of that horrible, vertiginous year, a year which almost
certainly started off as mere pranking by some mean-spirited girls but then grew into something much
blacker and more complicated. Roach immerses her readers through her customary vivid, forceful
writing... The serioudly inquisitive now have another great book on the subject.”

ForeWord, Winter 2013

“[Roach’s] fact-based insight into these women's lives, along with the moments she breaks into short,
fictionalized scenes, puts these lives into perspective, allowing readers to connect with the eventsin away
not afforded in other accounts of this period...Roach's work will shed new light on the Salem witch trials,
not only by showing how the accusers may have truly believed they were bewitched and tortured, but also by

making the innocent women come to life.”

Library Journal, 12/1/2013

InfoDad Blog, 10/10/13

“Roach shows how thoroughly she has researched her subject...while also giving modern readers something
to think about in our own days of social and political witch hunts. Six Women of Salem...will provide a
greater sense of the real-world lives of those who engaged in and were victimized by those events.”

San Francisco Book Review/Sacramento Book Review, 10/7/13

“The book is super detailed and fantastically informative on the subject...An eye-opening piece of
work...Each page drips with an honest and impartial narrative...Roach has done agreat job in honoring the
memories of these women with a tasteful and harmonious book.”

Kirkus Reviews, 9/15/13

“[Full of] the author's deep knowledge of virtually every man, woman and child affected by the trialsin this
bizarre period.”



Examiner.com, 9/27/13

“Roach delivers a historically intimate narrative that gives readers a front row seat to this desperate and
dangerous time in history.”—Examiner.com, 9/27

Roanoke Times, 10/27/13

“A focused look at the lives of six of the accused, their accusers, and their neighbors who were part of adark
period in American history.”

Leavenworth Times, 10/29/13
About the Author

Marilynne K. Roach earned a BFA from Massachusetts College of Art and works as both a historian and
illustrator. She has drawn illustrations and written how-to and travel articles for the Boston Globe, has
lectured to groups ranging from kindergarten to senior citizens, and has written several scholarly articles on
various aspects of the witch scare.

Sheisalifelong resident of Watertown, Massachusetts.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jennifer Dillon:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book therefore. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give
you alot of new information. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one
of several ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you reading through a book especialy fictional works book the author will bring
one to imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this Six Women of Salem: The Untold Story of the Accused and Their Accusersin
the Salem Witch Trials, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Y our knowledge
can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Mary Fleming:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friendsis thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Six Women of Salem: The Untold
Story of the Accused and Their Accusersin the Salem Witch Trials, you are able to enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still need to missit? What kind of hang-out typeisit? Oh can happen its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.



Alice Lawson:

Beside thiskind of Six Women of Salem: The Untold Story of the Accused and Their Accusersin the Salem
Witch Trialsin your phone, it can give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got hereis fresh through the oven so don't become worry if
you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Six Women of Salem: The
Untold Story of the Accused and Their Accusersin the Salem Witch Trials because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's al about. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such
astreasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book aswell asread it from
today!

Jose Hackler:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It isidentified
as of book Six Women of Salem: The Untold Story of the Accused and Their Accusers in the Salem Witch
Trias. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve.
It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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