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Romantic Appropriations of History: The Legends of Joanna Baillie and
Margaret Holford Hodson focuses on Joanna Baillie’s Metrical Legends of
Exalted Characters (1821) and on various historical tales, either written or
translated, by one of her very close friends, Margaret Holford Hodson. While
Baillie’s plays have garnered significant critical attention over the past few years,
little has been written about her poetry. Further, virtually no attention has been
given to Hodson’s works, yet critic Stephen Behrendt argues that her Margaret of
Anjou is a “minor masterpiece that has not been accorded the attention it
deserves.”

Romantic Appropriations of History offers a look at how two early nineteenth-
century women, each under her own “anxiety of influence,” appropriated original
tales to produce completely new texts of political and cultural significance. The
book addresses appropriation and translation in various ways and provides an
introduction to the lives and alliances of Joanna Baillie and Margaret Holford
Hodson, both to each other and to two significant poets and friends who were
proponents of this historical tradition in literature—Walter Scott and Robert
Southey. Employing the language of fancy, Baillie and Hodson joined the pathos
of historical situations and archetypical characters with their own cultural and
ethical sensibilities at a time of literary, social, and political disorder. The
atmosphere not only provided Baillie and Hodson with the therapeutic power of
appropriating history, but it also established them as creative, political women
with distinct voices in a patriarchal, yet dynamic, nineteenth-century world.
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garnered significant critical attention over the past few years, little has been written about her poetry.
Further, virtually no attention has been given to Hodson’s works, yet critic Stephen Behrendt argues that her
Margaret of Anjou is a “minor masterpiece that has not been accorded the attention it deserves.”

Romantic Appropriations of History offers a look at how two early nineteenth-century women, each under
her own “anxiety of influence,” appropriated original tales to produce completely new texts of political and
cultural significance. The book addresses appropriation and translation in various ways and provides an
introduction to the lives and alliances of Joanna Baillie and Margaret Holford Hodson, both to each other and
to two significant poets and friends who were proponents of this historical tradition in literature—Walter
Scott and Robert Southey. Employing the language of fancy, Baillie and Hodson joined the pathos of
historical situations and archetypical characters with their own cultural and ethical sensibilities at a time of
literary, social, and political disorder. The atmosphere not only provided Baillie and Hodson with the
therapeutic power of appropriating history, but it also established them as creative, political women with
distinct voices in a patriarchal, yet dynamic, nineteenth-century world.
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Editorial Review

Review
Judith Bailey Slagle’s Romantic Appropriations of History: The Legends of Joanna Baillie and Margaret
Holford Hodsonoffers a new and refreshing account of Baillie and Hodson’s metrical dramatic
appropriations of notable historical tales. (The Year's Work In English Studies)

About the Author
Judith B. Slagleholds a Ph.D. from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, and is professor and chair of the
Department of Literature and Language at East Tennessee State University, where she was named a Notable
Woman of ETSU in 2008 and received the College of Arts & Sciences Distinguished Research Award for
2007-2008.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lamont Williams:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Romantic Appropriations of History: The Legends of Joanna Baillie and
Margaret Holford Hodson.

April Young:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Romantic Appropriations of History: The Legends of Joanna Baillie and Margaret Holford Hodson, you are
able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different
ones, make them reading a publication.

Alberto Redden:

The e-book untitled Romantic Appropriations of History: The Legends of Joanna Baillie and Margaret
Holford Hodson is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content



that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Romantic Appropriations of History:
The Legends of Joanna Baillie and Margaret Holford Hodson from the publisher to make you considerably
more enjoy free time.

April Cotton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Romantic Appropriations of
History: The Legends of Joanna Baillie and Margaret Holford Hodson.
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