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Ruth Ben-Ghiat provides the first in-depth study of feature and documentary
films produced under the auspices of Mussolini’s government that took as their
subjects or settings Italy’s African and Balkan colonies. These "empire films"
were Italy's entry into an international market for the exotic. The films engaged
its most experienced and cosmopolitan directors (Augusto Genina, Mario
Camerini) as well as new filmmakers (Roberto Rossellini) who would make their
marks in the postwar years. Ben-Ghiat sees these films as part of the aesthetic
development that would lead to neo-realism. Shot in Libya, Somalia, and
Ethiopia, these movies reinforced Fascist racial and labor policies and were
largely forgotten after the war. Ben-Ghiat restores them to Italian and
international film history in this gripping account of empire, war, and the cinema
of dictatorship.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Italian Fascism’s Empire Cinema is the most subtle and detailed examination we have of a crucial element
of the cultural practice of 'totalitarian' dictatorship, Italian-style." ?Times Higher Education Supplement

"This new book splendidly confirms Ruth Ben-Ghiat's standing as the preeminent cultural historian of Italian
Fascism in the English-speaking world today. She illuminatesnot onlythe drive for empire, along with the
place of violence and history in the associated Fascist imaginary, but also key facets of cinematic modernity,
the merging of documentary and fiction in the "empire film" aesthetic, and the antecedents of neo-realism.
No one brings greater theoretical acumen, interpretive care, and contextual erudition to writing about film
historically." ?Geoff Eley, University of Michigan

"A pathbreaking study of Fascist-era films set in Italian colonies in North and East Africa, Italian Fascism’s
Empire Cinema represents a major contribution to multiple fields, from the history of Italian Fascism and
interwar European cultural politics to the history of colonialism and film history." ?Journal of Modern
History

"The first comprehensive scholarly study of films made in or about the African and Balkan colonies of
Mussolini's fascist empire, this book is genuinely groundbreaking and exceptionally insightful. ... Abalanced,
judicious historian, [Ben-Ghiat] displays her wealth of archival knowledge and interpretive skills in a clear,
straightforward narrative that proves utterly enthralling.... Essential." ?Choice

"If film is a portal to empire as Ruth Ben-Ghiat claims and so beautifully demonstrates, then her book is that
and much more: from a carefully chosen set of vantage points on documentary and feature film genres,
screen masculinity, and cinema's mobile technologies, she burrows through the thicket that joins fascist film
culture and empire cinemato show their entangled production of theweapons of empire, fascism, and war.
Shifting between a close-up and wide-angle lens, Ben-Ghiat unsettles what we think we know about Italian
cinema and its racial inscriptions, and not least about the fantasies of mobility and force of restriction that
shaped fascist violence and visions of empire." ?Ann Laura Stoler, author of Carnal Knowledge and Imperial
Power: Race and the Intimate in Colonial Rule



"Italian Fascism’s Empire Cinema contributes to an important rethinking of an understudied aspect of Italian
history.... One hopes that this provocative work is only the beginning of an overdue conversation, and that
future contributions will move beyond the doors of Italian archives to consult voices/sources/documents
from the colonies themselves." ?H-Italy

About the Author

Ruth Ben-Ghiat is Professor of Italian Studies and History at New York University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tammy Lugo:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Italian Fascism's Empire Cinema (New
Directions in National Cinemas) book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Elsie Fiala:

This Italian Fascism's Empire Cinema (New Directions in National Cinemas) are generally reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Italian Fascism's Empire
Cinema (New Directions in National Cinemas) can be one of the great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that probably will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Italian Fascism's Empire Cinema
(New Directions in National Cinemas) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving
you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Edna Miller:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you
can get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world
can share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
Italian Fascism's Empire Cinema (New Directions in National Cinemas).



Richard Cary:

Beside this kind of Italian Fascism's Empire Cinema (New Directions in National Cinemas) in your phone, it
could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have Italian Fascism's Empire Cinema (New Directions in National Cinemas)
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't
get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set
up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this
book along with read it from currently!
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