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The Dictionary of Louisiana French (DLF) provides the richest inventory of
French vocabulary in Louisiana and reflects precisely the speech of the period
from 1930 to the present. This dictionary describes the current usage of French-
speaking peoples in the five broad regions of South Louisiana: the coastal
marshes, the banks of the Mississippi River, the central area, the north, and the
western prairie. Data were collected during interviews from at least five persons
in each of twenty-four areas in these regions. In addition to the data collected
from fieldwork, the dictionary contains material compiled from existing lexical
inventories, from texts published after 1930, and from archival recordings.

The new authoritative resource, the DLF not only contains the largest number of
words and expressions but also provides the most complete information available
for each entry. Entries include the word in the conventional French spelling, the
pronunciation (including attested variants), the part of speech classification, the
English equivalent, and the word's use in common phrases. The DLF features a
wealth of illustrative examples derived from fieldwork and textual sources and
identification of the parish where the entry was collected or the source from
which it was compiled. An English-to-Louisiana French index enables readers to
find out how particular notions would be expressed in la Louisiane.
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The Dictionary of Louisiana French (DLF) provides the richest inventory of French vocabulary in Louisiana
and reflects precisely the speech of the period from 1930 to the present. This dictionary describes the current
usage of French-speaking peoples in the five broad regions of South Louisiana: the coastal marshes, the
banks of the Mississippi River, the central area, the north, and the western prairie. Data were collected during
interviews from at least five persons in each of twenty-four areas in these regions. In addition to the data
collected from fieldwork, the dictionary contains material compiled from existing lexical inventories, from
texts published after 1930, and from archival recordings.

The new authoritative resource, the DLF not only contains the largest number of words and expressions but
also provides the most complete information available for each entry. Entries include the word in the
conventional French spelling, the pronunciation (including attested variants), the part of speech
classification, the English equivalent, and the word's use in common phrases. The DLF features a wealth of
illustrative examples derived from fieldwork and textual sources and identification of the parish where the
entry was collected or the source from which it was compiled. An English-to-Louisiana French index enables
readers to find out how particular notions would be expressed in la Louisiane.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Here is a work of scholarship described by the publisher as “the definitive resource for understanding a
distinct French dialect.” Senior editor Valdman is the director of the Creole Institute at Indiana University,
and the dictionary was subsidized by Indiana University as well as by Tulane University and the Louisiana
Endowment for the Humanities, among others. The goal of the encyclopedia, as stated in the preface, is “to
provide an inventory of the vocabulary of Louisiana French reflecting the speech of the period from 1930 to
today.” The project team drew from existing lexical studies and also conducted fieldwork within a
representative sampling of Louisiana’s French-speaking communities. Archival recordings served as
additional source material. All entries were vetted by project team members who are native Cajuns. Entries
and subentries contain spelling variants, a phonetic transcription, part of speech, an English equivalent,
examples with English translations, source codes for the examples, and codes identifying the parishes and
texts where the term was found. Some entries also contain usage notes. For example, we learn that habitant
(farmer) is “sometimes pej.” (or pejorative). The illustrative examples make fascinating reading because
many of them are based on interviews with native speakers. Among examples for mettre, some of whose
definitions (translated into English) include “to put,” “to put in,” or “to put on,” are “I remember my
grandmother, she took newspapers to put up on the wall for wallpaper, she did that”; “We would make a
chicken fricassee and put dumplings in it”; and “His legs were surely as big as my cigar, but he wore a size
fourteen shoe.” Capping off the dictionary is a substantial reverse English–Louisiana French index. As
standard English-language dictionaries in print form dwindle, this volume is a superlative example of a
highly specialized dictionary that definitely fills a gap. It is recommended for academic libraries with
extensive linguistics collections and for both academic and large public libraries with collections related to
the region. Dictionary lovers should seek it out. --Mary Ellen Quinn

From the Inside Flap
The definitive reference tool for understanding francophone Louisiana and its rich, French variety

About the Author

Albert Valdman is Rudy Professor of French, Italian, and Linguistics (emeritus) and the director of the
Creole Institute at Indiana University. He is also the editor of the Haitian Creole–English Bilingual
Dictionary.

Kevin J. Rottet is associate professor of French Linguistics and adjunct professor of Linguistics at Indiana
University. He is the author of Language Shift in the Coastal Marshes of Louisiana and a co-author of the
Dictionary of Louisiana Creole.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Dunn:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Dictionary of Louisiana French: As Spoken in Cajun, Creole, and American
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Indian Communities. Try to make the book Dictionary of Louisiana French: As Spoken in Cajun, Creole, and
American Indian Communities as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel
alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs.
The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we should
make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Steve Pratt:

The e-book with title Dictionary of Louisiana French: As Spoken in Cajun, Creole, and American Indian
Communities has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this
book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented
the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world.
This specific book will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your
smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Shirley Martins:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Dictionary of Louisiana
French: As Spoken in Cajun, Creole, and American Indian Communities that give your fun preference will
be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly
that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for
all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick Dictionary of Louisiana French:
As Spoken in Cajun, Creole, and American Indian Communities become your starter.

Donna Robinson:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book Dictionary of Louisiana French: As Spoken in Cajun, Creole, and American Indian
Communities we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must
like to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change
your life by this book Dictionary of Louisiana French: As Spoken in Cajun, Creole, and American Indian
Communities. You can more appealing than now.
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