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This 20th-century technique seeks to create humor through the use of satirical wit
and grotesque situations. Use of this theme can be found in "Catch-22", "A Good
Man is Hard to Find", "A Modest Proposal", "Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?",
and many other literary works, as examined by this new volume. Featuring
original essays and excerpts from previously published critical analyses, each
book in the new Bloom's "Literary Themes" series gives students valuable insight
into the title's subject theme.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 10 Up—Following a brief introduction, each book presents 18 essays, all critical analyses on specific
authors and their works. Half of the essays are reprints from journals or books and date as far back as 1675,
and as recently as 2007; the other articles were written for the series. The theme of dark, or black, humor is
discussed in the plays of Aristophanes, Joseph Heller's Catch-22, Kurt Vonnegut's Cat's Cradle, T. S. Elliot's
"The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock," Sherman Alexie's Reservation Blues, and a number of other works.
Each essay is directed to an academic audience, and, at times, the ideas are expressed in literary jargon. For
example, "Metahumour teases disorder into parodic order in its own borderland, in the play of re-creative
fictivity" (Patrick O'Neill, in Canadian Review of Comparative Literature). Likewise, in The Trickster, the
motives of this ubiquitous character are sometimes difficult to understand. The essays on this topic suggest
that some authors such as William Shakespeare and Mark Twain are themselves tricksters. The choice of
works discussed includes Homer's "Odyssey," Jack Kerouac's On the Road, William Golding's Lord of the
Flies, Toni Morrison's Tar Baby, and Joel Chandler Harris's "Uncle Remus" stories. The essays presume
some background knowledge and an interest in serious literary criticism. These fascinating themes offer
material for research papers, but due to the scholarly nature of the writing, they would best serve honors and
AP students.—Peggy Fleming, Churchville-Chili High School, Churchville, NY
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ryan Brown:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Dark Humor (Bloom's Literary
Themes). All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other
social media.

Shannon Grant:

You can spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Dark Humor (Bloom's Literary Themes) is
simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it.
You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Daniel Engle:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than



other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the
top record in your reading list is usually Dark Humor (Bloom's Literary Themes). This book that is qualified
as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this e-
book you can get many advantages.

Sally McGarvey:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. With the book Dark Humor (Bloom's Literary Themes) we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to
be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book Dark Humor
(Bloom's Literary Themes). You can more pleasing than now.
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