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Modernist poet Sakutar? Hagiwara’s first published book, Howling at the Moon,
shattered conventional verse forms and transformed the poetic landscape of
Japan. Two of its poems were removed on order of the Ministry of the Interior
for “disturbing social customs.” Along with the entirety of Howling, this volume
includes all of Blue Cat, Hagiwara's second major collection, together with Cat
Town, a prose-poem novella, and a substantial selection of verse from the rest of
his books, giving readers the full breadth and depth of this pioneering poet's
extraordinary work.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A short, indispensable collection of sometimes crushingly sad poems from a Japanese master, expertly
translated. Ignoring Hagiwara is like ignoring Eliot, except maybe worse." —Flavorwire

“Sakutar? Hagiwara is the ultimate modern Japanese poet–the first to perfect the use of colloquial language
as a medium for poetic expression. Always rhythmic, his poetry represents a scintillating verbal and spiritual
adventure, particularly in the lucid and elegant translations created
by Hiroaki Sato.” —J. Thomas Rimer

“Sakutar? Hagiwara is not just the most influential poet of his generation–his body of radically expressive
work inspires the most innovative Japanese poets writing today. He is the big cheese, and Hiroaki Sato, the
master translator, has the gifts necessary to render his incomparably sharp taste.”   —Forrest Gander

About the Author
Sakutar? Hagiwara (1886–1942) was born in Maebashi, Gunma, the eldest of six children. His father was a
successful physician, and Hagiwara enjoyed a sheltered and pampered childhood. At age fifteen he
discovered literature and began writing classical tanka verse and publishing in literary magazines. As a
young student he moved frequently throughout Japan, unable to finish college, prone to illness, and
tormented by youthful lust. In Tokyo, he learned to play the mandolin and guitar, and upon returning to his
hometown founded a musicians’ club called Gondola Western Music Society. By 1913, Hagiwara had
abandoned classical metrical schemes in his poetry for free verse. He became a founding member of the
Mermaid Poetry Society, worked as an editor at literary magazines, and in 1917 published his first book of
poetry, Howling at the Moon, which was an immediate success and transformed modern Japanese verse
forever. An arranged marriage in 1919 produced two daughters and ended ten years later with his wife
eloping with her dance partner; a second marriage in 1938 lasted a year, again with his wife fleeing. His
mother is quoted as saying, “He spent all his income from his writing on booze. He was good for nothing,
but with all that drinking, he neither increased nor decreased the family money.” After turning to essays and
aphorisms for several years, Hagiwara eventually published his second poetry collection, Blue Cat, in 1923.
These two books of poems—noted for their sensual philosophy, intimate gloom, symbolist imagery, riveting
self-exploration, and confessions of vulgar secrets that blended the literary with the daily
vernacular—marked the peak of Hagiwara’s creative heights. Of his writing process, Hagiwara wrote to a
friend, “I am merely catching a kind of rhythm that flows at the bottom of my heart and unconsciously
pursuing the rhythm, therefore at the time of creation my own self is merely something like a half-conscious
automatic machine.” He would go on to write four more books of poems and prose poems, as well as other
collections of essays. Hagiwara taught at Meiji University from 1934 until his death from pneumonia at the
age of fifty-five.

Hiroaki Sato is the author of Snow in a Silver Bowl: A Quest for the World of Yugen and One Hundred
Frogs: From Renga to Haiku to English, among other books. He is a contributor to a greatly expanded
adaptation of Naoki Inose’s Persona: A Biography of Yukio Mishima, and the co-editor with Burton Watson
of the landmark volume From the Country of Eight Islands: An Anthology of Japanese Poetry, which won
the PEN American Center Translation Prize. Sato has translated three dozen books of Japanese literature and
poetry, most recently, The Iceland by Sakutar? Hagiwara and, with Nancy Sato, So Happy to See Cherry
Blossoms: Haiku from the Year of the Great Earthquake and Tsunami. He has also translated various
American poets into Japanese, among them John Ashbery, Charles Reznikoff, and Jerome Rothenberg. Since



2000 Sato has written a regular column for The Japan Times.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Araceli Burns:

This Cat Town (New York Review Books Poets) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world
is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will
get. This particular Cat Town (New York Review Books Poets) without we comprehend teach the one who
reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Cat Town (New
York Review Books Poets) can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Cat Town (New York Review Books
Poets) having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

James Adcock:

The feeling that you get from Cat Town (New York Review Books Poets) may be the more deep you looking
the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to know but Cat Town (New York Review Books Poets) giving you joy feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because
the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having that Cat Town (New York Review Books Poets) instantly.

Emma Patterson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider when
those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Cat Town (New York Review Books Poets) as your
daily resource information.

Gordon Frederick:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's spirit or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to at this time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not
important, boring as well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is
very important in your case. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for.



Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Cat Town (New York Review Books
Poets) can make you feel more interested to read.
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