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Alchemy in Contemporary Art analyzes the manner in which twentieth-century
artists, beginning with French Surrealists of the 1920s, have appropriated
concepts and imagery from the western alchemical tradition. This study examines
artistic production from c. 1920 to the present, with an emphasis on the 1970s to
2000, discussing familiar names such as Andre Breton, Salvador Dali, Yves
Klein, Joseph Beuys, and Anselm Kiefer, aswell as many little known artists of
the later twentieth century. It provides a critical overview of the alchemical
tradition in twentieth-century art, and of the use of occultist imagery as a code for
political discourse and polemical engagement. The study isthe first to examine
the influence of alchemy and the Surrealist tradition on Australian aswell ason
Eastern European and Mexican art. In addition, the text considers the manner in
which women artists such as L eonora Carrington, Remedios Varo, and Rebecca
Horn have critically revised the traditional sexist imagery of alchemy and
occultism for their own feminist purposes.
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Alchemy in Contemporary Art analyzes the manner in which twentieth-century artists, beginning with French
Surrealists of the 1920s, have appropriated concepts and imagery from the western alchemical tradition. This
study examines artistic production from c. 1920 to the present, with an emphasis on the 1970s to 2000,
discussing familiar names such as Andre Breton, Salvador Dali, Yves Klein, Joseph Beuys, and Anselm
Kiefer, aswell as many little known artists of the later twentieth century. It provides a critical overview of
the alchemical tradition in twentieth-century art, and of the use of occultist imagery as a code for political
discourse and polemical engagement. The study is the first to examine the influence of alchemy and the
Surrealist tradition on Australian as well as on Eastern European and Mexican art. In addition, the text
considers the manner in which women artists such as Leonora Carrington, Remedios Varo, and Rebecca
Horn have critically revised the traditional sexist imagery of alchemy and occultism for their own feminist
purposes.
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Editorial Review

Review

'Urszula Szulakowska has established herself as an indispensable authority on the artistic aswell as
ideological aspects of early modern alchemy. This time she ventures into the modern period and opens up
hitherto unexplored territories." Gyorgy E. Szonyi, University of Szeged, Hungary

About the Author

Urszula Szulakowskais a L ecturer in the School of Fine Art, History of Art & Cultural Studies at the
University of Leeds, UK. She has written extensively on the history of alchemical illustration from the
Renaissance period to the present day.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jimmy Torres:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Alchemy in Contemporary Art. Y ou can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how isimportant the book Alchemy in
Contemporary Art. Y ou can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign
or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this
era, you can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

JulieHarris:

The experience that you get from Alchemy in Contemporary Art will be the more deep you searching the
information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to recognise but Alchemy in Contemporary Art giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in anumber of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book aso makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this kind of Alchemy in Contemporary Art instantly.

Brenda Robert:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Alchemy in Contemporary Art your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every
word written in areserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
prior to. The Alchemy in Contemporary Art giving you yet another experience more than blown away your
head but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the



relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning
agame. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Manuel Frazier:

Some peopl e said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Alchemy in Contemporary Art to make
your current reading isinteresting. Y our skill of reading talent is devel oping when you including reading.
Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and looking at
especialy. Itisto be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve
Alchemy in Contemporary Art can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse with
what must you're doing of these time.
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