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Abnormal Child Psychology: A Developmental Perspective is intended for
undergraduate and Masters-level students enrolled in courses in Abnormal Child
and Adolescent Psychology. Written from a developmental perspective, the book
is organized around five prominent and recurring themes: the course of normal
development proceeds in an orderly and predictable direction; maladaptive
behaviors represent deviations from the normal path; maladaptive behavior is
represented by a continuum of severity (symptoms, syndromes, disorders) based
on the degree to which behaviors deviate from the norm; individual,
interpersonal, contextual and cultural factors interact in a reciprocal way to
influence normal development and abnormal deviations; theoretical input from
diverse perspectives can guide our understanding of underlying processes that
precipitate and maintain behaviors and the different developmental pathways that
might result.

The text provides students with a learning model which incorporates three
essential cornerstones, which are pivotal to understanding child and adolescent
psychopathology: the K3 paradigm that consists of knowledge of developmental
expectations, knowledge of the sources of influence, and knowledge of the
theoretical models. Each chapter opens with a case illustration to highlight the
themes of the material that follows. The chapters conclude with a Summary
Review, Glossary of New Terms and a Set of Review Questions.    
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Abnormal Child Psychology: A Developmental Perspective is intended for undergraduate and Masters-level
students enrolled in courses in Abnormal Child and Adolescent Psychology. Written from a developmental
perspective, the book is organized around five prominent and recurring themes: the course of normal
development proceeds in an orderly and predictable direction; maladaptive behaviors represent deviations
from the normal path; maladaptive behavior is represented by a continuum of severity (symptoms,
syndromes, disorders) based on the degree to which behaviors deviate from the norm; individual,
interpersonal, contextual and cultural factors interact in a reciprocal way to influence normal development
and abnormal deviations; theoretical input from diverse perspectives can guide our understanding of
underlying processes that precipitate and maintain behaviors and the different developmental pathways that
might result.

The text provides students with a learning model which incorporates three essential cornerstones, which are
pivotal to understanding child and adolescent psychopathology: the K3 paradigm that consists of knowledge
of developmental expectations, knowledge of the sources of influence, and knowledge of the theoretical
models. Each chapter opens with a case illustration to highlight the themes of the material that follows. The
chapters conclude with a Summary Review, Glossary of New Terms and a Set of Review Questions.    
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Editorial Review

Review

I would recommend this book for publication. I would use a book like this for a child psychopathology
or a developmental psychopathology course at the advance undergraduate or introductory graduate
level. I would be more likely, however, to use it as a supplemental text for the child psychopathology
class. - Carlos F. Pozzi, Assistant Professor of Psychology, Wheaton College, USA

Linda Wilmhurst has uniquely presented the information of abnormal behavior in child and
adolescents in a refreshing way. Although the material can be found in many different places,
Wilmhurst has integrated the material so that students can understand the complexity of the field and
that there are many facets of the issues that must be explored when explaining abnormal development
in children and adolescents….This work clearly relates the material in the field by gathering salient
concepts and information and presenting it within a developmental contextual frame so that a novice
could process the information easier. I think this book would compete most closely with the text by
Mash and Wolfe 3rd Ed. But I think Wilmhurst’s approach is significantly more integrated and more
understandable for a student who is unfamiliar with the theoretical and developmental context of
psychopathology…The K3 paradigm is an excellent pedagogical tool to facilitate content
integration…I strongly recommend this book for publication. - Suzanne Morin, Associate Professor of
Psychology, Shippensburg University, USA

This text is particularly appealing in its presentation of developmental problems on a continuum, that
is, distinguishing ‘normal’ variations of development from mild impairment from more severe
impairment…its unique contribution is in the presentation of case examples along the continuum of
normal to abnormal…an excellent tool in helping students understand the broader context of
children’s behavioral disorders and in helping students distinguish garden variety behavior problems
from more severe disorders. - Elizabeth Soliday, Associate Professor, Department of Psychology,
Washington State University at Vancouver, Canada

About the Author

Linda Wilmshurst, Ph.D., ABPP, is professor of Child and Adolescent Psychology at Elon University.
Previously she has held academic positions in the psychology departments at Texas Women’s University,
University of Houston, Victoria and the University of Western Ontario. Linda is a Diplomate in Clinical
Psychology, American Board of Professional Psychology, and is a licensed clinical and school psychologist.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nyla Gomez:

The book untitled Abnormal Child Psychology: A Developmental Perspective is the reserve that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The
language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer
was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Abnormal Child Psychology: A
Developmental Perspective from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Katherine Ouellette:

Abnormal Child Psychology: A Developmental Perspective can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Abnormal Child
Psychology: A Developmental Perspective nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Edward Shaw:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Abnormal Child Psychology: A
Developmental Perspective book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Abnormal Child
Psychology: A Developmental Perspective as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content.
This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense
to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening
to yet another sixth sense.

Joseph Rankins:

Beside this kind of Abnormal Child Psychology: A Developmental Perspective in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Abnormal Child Psychology: A Developmental
Perspective because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that?
Find this book along with read it from now!
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