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This book surveys the history of higher education--principally universities--in
Africa. Its geographical coverage encompasses the entire continent, from Afro-
Arab Idlamic Africain the north to the former apartheid South Africain the
south, and the historical time span ranges from the Egyptian civilization to the
present. Since little has been written on this topic, particularly its historical
component, the work fills an important gap in the literature. The book delineates
the broad contours of the history of higher education in Africain exceptional
historical breadth, voluminously documenting its subject in the text, detailed
footnotes, and lengthy appendices. Its methodological approach is that of critical
historiography in which the location of the African continent in world history,
prior to the advent of European colonization, is an important dimension. In
addition, the book incorporates a historical survey of foreign assistance to the
development of higher education in Africain the post-independence era, with a
substantive focus on the role of the World Bank. It has been written with the
following readership in mind: those pursuing courses or doing research in
African studies, studies of the African Diaspora, and comparative/international
education. It should also be of interest to those concerned with developing
policies on African higher education inside and outside Africa, as well as those
interested in African Islamic history, the development of higher education in
medieval Europe, the contributions of African Americansto African higher
education, and such controversial approaches to the reading of African history as
Eurocentrism and Afrocentrism.
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This book surveys the history of higher education--principally universities-in Africa. Its geographical
coverage encompasses the entire continent, from Afro-Arab Islamic Africain the north to the former
apartheid South Africain the south, and the historical time span ranges from the Egyptian civilization to the
present. Since little has been written on this topic, particularly its historical component, the work fills an
important gap in the literature. The book delineates the broad contours of the history of higher education in
Africain exceptional historical breadth, voluminously documenting its subject in the text, detailed footnotes,
and lengthy appendices. I1ts methodological approach isthat of critical historiography in which the location
of the African continent in world history, prior to the advent of European colonization, is an important
dimension. In addition, the book incorporates a historical survey of foreign assistance to the devel opment of
higher education in Africain the post-independence era, with a substantive focus on the role of the World
Bank. It has been written with the following readership in mind: those pursuing courses or doing research in
African studies, studies of the African Diaspora, and comparative/international education. It should also be
of interest to those concerned with devel oping policies on African higher education inside and outside
Africa, aswell asthose interested in African Islamic history, the development of higher education in
medieval Europe, the contributions of African Americansto African higher education, and such controversial
approaches to the reading of African history as Eurocentrism and Afrocentrism.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Lulat has compiled a great amount of information on African higher education (interpreted in the broadest
sense) across history. The result is an encyclopedic compendium of data that complements for the
contemporary period editors Damtew Teferra and Philip Altbach’'s African Higher Education (2003) and for
the colonial period Eric Ashby's Universities: British, Indian, African (CH, Dec'67). The author is sensitive
to and knowledgeable about Africa's cultural diversity, and critically engages with the historiography and
politics of education in precolonial, colonial, and postcolonial eras. He presents useful summaries of the
history of and issues surrounding important African educational institutions, and devotes considerable
attention to Islamic (100 pages) and Anglophone (124 pages) regions and the premodern period (66
pages)....[t]here are few other works of such breadth. Recommended. General and undergraduate readers.” -
Choice

"Lulat's purposeis not to find ways of overcoming what he calls the current awful predicament of African
universities. Rather, he wishes to correct the errors of other writers, particularly those whom he sees as
Eurocentric.” - Minerva Journal

"In thistopically comprehensive and analytically dense work, Lulat....produces an important and timely
work of over 600 pages, awork achieving an inclusive and critical perspective on the history of African
higher education....[t]hisis awell-researched and excellent work in the historical and actual |ocations of
African higher education; it should be widely read and could become a primary reference for researchers,
students, and others who are interested in this increasingly important area of study." - Compar ative
Education Review

"Lulat's work fills an important gap by providing the first comprehensive overview of the subject, beginning
with Pharaonic Egypt and Axum in premodern Africa and continuing through to the early twenty-first
century. Contained within this thick (529 pages of text) and expensive volume is awealth of valuable
information and analysis that will serve as aguide and reference for all future studies....[L]ulat deserves the
highest praise for his meticulously researched, comprehensive survey of African higher education over five
millennia and across the entire continent.” - American Historical Review

"[O]nly the second full-length, unified, continent-wide historical survey of African higher education. His
account differs from the other, Ashby (1996), by alonger temporal and wider geographical scope, by being
critical rather than an apology for British colonial policies, and by placing the history of universitiesin
Africain aglobal context." - Reference & Research Book News

From the Publisher

The book has been written with the following readership in mind: those pursuing courses or doing research
in African studies, studies of the African Diaspora, and comparative/ international education. It should also
be of interest to those concerned with developing policies on African higher education inside and outside
Africa, aswell asthose interested in African Islamic history, the development of higher education in
medieval Europe, the contributions of African Americansto African higher education, and such controversial
approaches to the reading of African history as Eurocentrism and Afrocentrism.

From the Author



The author has waived all claims to royalties from the sale of this book; they are being donated to a
charitable foundation working in Africa.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ismael Black:

Book iswritten, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant point to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book A History of African Higher Education from
Antiquity to the Present: A Critical Synthesis (Studiesin Higher Education) will make you to aways be
smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think
which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is hot necessarily make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Mary Stockton:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a praoblem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take A History of African Higher Education from Antiquity
to the Present: A Critical Synthesis (Studies in Higher Education) as your daily resource information.

Jose Weitzman:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name A History of African
Higher Education from Antiquity to the Present: A Critical Synthesis (Studiesin Higher Education) suitable
to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled A History of African
Higher Education from Antiquity to the Present: A Critical Synthesis (Studiesin Higher Education)is the one
of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained
their strategy in the simple way, so al of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will
give you alarge amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in
this particular book.

James Ojeda;

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking A History of African Higher
Education from Antiquity to the Present: A Critical Synthesis (Studiesin Higher Education) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be



said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for al you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick A

History of African Higher Education from Antiquity to the Present: A Critical Synthesis (Studiesin Higher
Education) become your own starter.
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