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Long hailed as a seminal work of modernism in the tradition of Joyce and Kafka,
and now available in a supple new English translation, Italo Svevo’s charming
and splendidly idiosyncratic novel conducts readers deep into one hilariously
hyperactive and endlessly self-deluding mind. The mind in question belongs to
Zeno Cosini, a neurotic Italian businessman who is writing his confessions at the
behest of his psychiatrist. Here are Zeno’s interminable attempts to quit smoking,
his courtship of the beautiful yet unresponsive Ada, his unexpected–and
unexpectedly happy–marriage to Ada’s homely sister Augusta, and his affair
with a shrill-voiced aspiring singer. Relating these misadventures with wry wit
and a perspicacity at once unblinking and compassionate, Zeno’s Conscience is
a miracle of psychological realism.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Svevo’s masterpiece . . . [in] a fresh translation by the dean of Italian literary translators.” –Los Angeles
Times

“An excellent new rendering [of a] marvellous and original book.”–James Wood, London Review of Books

“A masterpiece, a novel overflowing with human truth in all its murkiness, laughter and terror, a book as
striking and relevant today as when it was first published, and a book that is in every good way–its
originality included–like life.” –Claire Messud, The New Republic

“Hilarious. . . . Effortlessly inventive and eerily prescient. . . . William Weaver . . . updates the novelist’s
idiosyncratic prose with great affection.” –The Atlantic Monthly

“An event in modern publishing. For the first time, I believe, in English, we get the true, dark music, the
pewter tints, of Svevo’s great last novel. . . . [Svevo is] a master.” –Joan Acocella, The New Yorker

“[An] exhilarating and utterly original novel. . . . Weaver’s version strikes one as excellent.” –P. N. Furbank,
Literary Review

“One of the great comic novels of the twentieth century. . . . [Svevo is] perhaps the most significant Italian
modernist novelist.” –The Times Literary Supplement

“[A] neglected masterpiece. Seventy-five years old, the novel feels entirely modern.” –The Boston Globe

“A reason for celebration. . . . If you have never read Svevo, do so as soon as you can. He is beautiful and
important.” –New Statesman

“One of the indispensable 20th-century novels. . . . A revolutionary book, and arguably (in fact, probably)
the finest of all Italian novels.” –Kirkus Reviews

“No one has done more to make modern Italian literature available in English than William Weaver. . . . [His
new translation is] scrupulously accurate.” –Anniston Star

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Italian

From the Inside Flap
Long hailed as a seminal work of modernism in the tradition of Joyce and Kafka, and now available in a
supple new English translation, Italo Svevo's charming and splendidly idiosyncratic novel conducts readers
deep into one hilariously hyperactive and endlessly self-deluding mind. The mind in question belongs to
Zeno Cosini, a neurotic Italian businessman who is writing his confessions at the behest of his psychiatrist.
Here are Zeno's interminable attempts to quit smoking, his courtship of the beautiful yet unresponsive Ada,
his unexpected-and unexpectedly happy-marriage to Ada's homely sister Augusta, and his affair with a
shrill-voiced aspiring singer. Relating these misadventures with wry wit and a perspicacity at once



unblinking and compassionate, Zeno's Conscience" is a miracle of psychological realism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Hamrick:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Zeno's Conscience: A Novel will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some
of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they
can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Neil Calvert:

The book Zeno's Conscience: A Novel can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Zeno's Conscience: A Novel? A number of you have
a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able
to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Zeno's Conscience: A Novel has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and
read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

David Paras:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Zeno's Conscience: A Novel as your daily resource information.

Cheryl Burnett:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a book. The book Zeno's Conscience: A Novel it is rather good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did
not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this
book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.
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