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The myths of the ancient Greeks have inspired us for thousands of years. Where
did the famous stories of the battles of their gods develop and spread across the
world? The celebrated classicist Robin Lane Fox draws on a lifetime’s
knowledge of the ancient world, and on his own travels, answering this question
by pursuing it through the age of Homer. His acclaimed history explores how the
intrepid seafarers of eighth-century Greece sailed around the Mediterranean,
encountering strange new sights—volcanic mountains, vaporous springs, huge
prehistoric bones—and weaving them into the myths of gods, monsters and
heroes that would become the cornerstone of Western civilization.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Oxford classicist Fox explores the 700s BCE, the century to which he imputes the composition of the Iliad
and the Odyssey. Explaining that this was an era of cultural contact between Greeks—specifically, those
from the island Euboea—and residents of the eastern littoral of the Mediterranean Sea, he delves deeply into
the nature of that exchange. Aiming to evoke the Euboeans’ mind-set, he springs from the archaeological
traces of their settlements to the gods and heroes of the Near East they adapted into their own myths. While
there is considerable textual explication of Homer and Hesiod involved in Fox’s procedure, he pulls the
mythical characters from the pages and places them in the physical landscapes with which the Euboeans not
only associated them but believed they actively inhabited. So doing lends the appealing impetus of travel
writing to Fox’s account that aids readers in absorbing the world of pagan belief. Detailed but recurrently on
point, Fox will connect with readers drawn to the Homeric age. --Gilbert Taylor

Review
“Multilayered and beautifully written. . . . [Lane Fox’s] great gift is to make this long-ago world a vivid,
extraordinary and sometimes frightening place. Like Homer’s yearning traveller, Lane Fox longs to be there,
and his longing is contagious.”
—Elizabeth Speller, The Sunday Times (London)
 
“Full of wit and suspense. . . . Lane Fox argues his case with tremendous style and verve.”
—Mary Beard, Financial Times
 
“A fascinating quest . . . that illuminates the roots of Greek thought and ideas that have shaped our own
world and philosophies. . . . Lane Fox is a lively writer.”
—Lois D. Atwood, The Providence Journal
 
“Exciting. . . . With his usual panache, [Lane Fox] displays encyclopaedic erudition alongside an unusually
wide historical and geographical scope. The pleasure and the education offered by this book lie in the
stylishly presented detail.”
—Edith Hall, The Times Literary Supplement (London)
 
“As we follow [Lane Fox] through the pages of this learned, original and ceaselessly intriguing book, we
find a strange and alien landscape opening up before us, one so remote that it had hitherto seemed lost to
utter darkness. . . . This is a wonderful book.”
—Tom Holland, The Spectator (London)
 
“Original, daring, and arguably life-enhancing. . . . Lane Fox [writes] with a sweeping narrative flourish
worthy of a cinematographer or screenwriter . . . seasoned and leavened with a wit that only writing can
afford.”
—Paul Cartledge, The Independent (London)
 
“Lane Fox has spent his long and distinguished career negotiating a broader intellectual highway, and
leading a wide range of readers along it. Travelling Heroes takes us on a dazzling journey throughout the
Mediterranean world of the 8th century BC [and] he evokes the period brilliantly.”
—The Telegraph (London)

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


About the Author
Robin Lane Fox is a Fellow and Garden Master of New College, Oxford, and a University Reader in
Ancient History. His books include Alexander the Great, Pagans and Christians, The Unauthorized Version,
and The Classical World. Since 1970 he has also been gardening correspondent for the Financial Times.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer McMorris:

This Travelling Heroes: In the Epic Age of Homer book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that
it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get.
This particular Travelling Heroes: In the Epic Age of Homer without we understand teach the one who
studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Travelling Heroes: In the
Epic Age of Homer can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be
full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Travelling Heroes: In the Epic
Age of Homer having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Ron Lauer:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a publication. The book Travelling Heroes: In the Epic Age of Homer it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading
this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high
quality.

Corinne Parsons:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Travelling Heroes: In the Epic Age of Homer your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get just before. The Travelling Heroes: In the Epic Age of Homer giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era.
So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?



Cathie Moss:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is Travelling Heroes: In the Epic Age of Homer this e-book consist a lot
of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
research when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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