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A look at the gulf that separates the deaf minority from the hearing world, this
book sheds light on the mistreatment of the deaf community by a hearing
establishment that resists understanding and awareness. Critically acclaimed as a
breakthrough when it was first published in 1992, this new edition includes
information on the science and ethics of childhood cochlear implants. An
indictment of the ways in which expertsin the scientific, medical, and
educational establishment purport to serve the deaf, this book describes how
they, in fact, do them great harm.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

"Audism” isthe term that psychology professor Lane, who is not deaf, usesin this forceful indictment of
what he calls "the hearing establishment,” which he portrays as a colonial power overseeing the needs of deaf
subjects.

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Written to stir both action and feeling, The Mask of Benevolence is thought-provoking in all areas of deaf
studies. In particular, Lane focuses on the differences between the deaf as disabled and the deaf asa
linguistic minority. He argues for a more coherent and compassi onate society, one in which the deaf choose
what is best for them--in areas such as education, politics, philosophy, and language. Specificaly, Lane's
research is about people who grow up deaf, acculturated to the manual language and the society of the deaf
community. He writes again, as he did in his When the Mind Hears ( LJ 10/15/84), of the historical
perspective and positive conceptualization of deaf individuals. Lane is thorough, detailed, and intensivein
relating the deaf world to the hearing, and he backs up his opinions with facts, research, and vivid detail. As
there are no other current titles that so eloquently clarify the differences between the deaf and hearing
worlds, Lane's book is highly recommended for all collections.

- Emily Ferren, Carroll Cty. P.L., Westminster, Md.

Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

Lane (Psychology/Northeastern) follows up When the Mind Hears- -his 1984 history of the deaf--with an
excoriating analysis of the oppression of the deaf in contemporary society. Hearing people, Lane says, view
deafness as a disability--but the deaf see themselves as a linguistic minority, feel that they have aricher
social life than hearing people, marry each other, and celebrate the birth of adeaf child as a precious gift.
After developing these preconception-shattering revelations, Lane reveals the meshes of paternalistic control
exercised by “audism”--that institution of school administrators, speech therapists, psychologists, and social
workers that authorizes views of the deaf, governs where they go to school, and exercises authority over their
community. Despite research showing that American Sign Language is a natural language with its own
vocabulary, grammar, and art forms, professionals persist in viewing it as disabled English and refuse to
learn it. The consequences for the deaf are dire: 1Q scores can be lowered 30 points by examiners resorting to
ad hoc pantomime for test instruction; psychologists administer tests designed for the hearing and
misdiagnose deaf children as learning-disabled; deaf youth are "~ mainstreamed” out of special schoolsto
languish in a hearing, English-speaking environment. The audist establishment, Lane says, has promulgated
calling deaf children ““hearing-impaired"--the equivalent, he adds, of calling women ““non-men" or gays
““sexually impaired." And economic self- interest motivates the audist establishment, Lane argues. The
hearing-aid industry, for example, annually sells $250 million dollars worth of hearing aids to deaf children,
whose teachers require them. Y et virtually all of these children went deaf before learning English, making
the hearing aids useless. What is to be done to empower the deaf? Allow them their language, Lane says, and
their history and their dignity. Essential for anyone with a deaf person in hisor her life, or for anyone who
wishes truly to understand two million deaf fellow Americans. -- Copyright ©1992, Kirkus Associates, LP.
All rights reserved.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Doris Edwards:

Here thing why this specific The Mask of Benevolence: Disabling the Deaf Community are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really dependsin the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Mask of Benevolence: Disabling the Deaf
Community giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but thereis
no book that similar with The Mask of Benevolence: Disabling the Deaf Community. It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The
Mask of Benevolence: Disabling the Deaf Community in e-book can be your choice.

Robert Hawkins:

This The Mask of Benevolence: Disabling the Deaf Community usually are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Mask of Benevolence: Disabling the Deaf
Community can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food
but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually
handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types.
Beside that this The Mask of Benevolence: Disabling the Deaf Community forcing you to have an enormous
of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your
day activity. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Allen Yopp:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. Y ou can find alot of referencesto get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is The Mask of Benevolence: Disabling the Deaf Community this guide
consist alot of the information in the condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
suited al of you.

Glory Ruiz:

With this erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
need to do isjust spending your time not much but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of several
books in the top checklist in your reading list will be The Mask of Benevolence: Disabling the Deaf



Community. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person.
By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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