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"A secretive magician’s death becomes the catalyst for his partner’s journey
self-discovery in this “enchanting” book (San Francisco Chronicle) “that is
something of a magic trick in itself” (Newsweek).
 
 
When Parsifal, a handsome and charming magician, dies suddenly, his widow
Sabine—who was also his faithful assistant for twenty years—learns that the
family he claimed to have lost in a tragic accident is very much alive and well.
Sabine is left to unravel his secrets, and the journey she takes, from sunny Los
Angeles to the bitter windswept plains of Nebraska, will work its own magic on
her. Sabine's extraordinary tale, “with its big dreams, vast spaces, and disparate
realities lying side by side” captures the hearts of its readers and “proves to be
the perfect place for miraculous transformations” (The New Yorker). "
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"A secretive magician’s death becomes the catalyst for his partner’s journey self-discovery in this
“enchanting” book (San Francisco Chronicle) “that is something of a magic trick in itself” (Newsweek).
 
 
When Parsifal, a handsome and charming magician, dies suddenly, his widow Sabine—who was also his
faithful assistant for twenty years—learns that the family he claimed to have lost in a tragic accident is very
much alive and well. Sabine is left to unravel his secrets, and the journey she takes, from sunny Los Angeles
to the bitter windswept plains of Nebraska, will work its own magic on her. Sabine's extraordinary tale, “with
its big dreams, vast spaces, and disparate realities lying side by side” captures the hearts of its readers and
“proves to be the perfect place for miraculous transformations” (The New Yorker). "
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The Magician's Assistant sustains author Ann Patchett's proven penchant for crafting colorful characters and
marrying the ordinary with the fantastic. When Parsifal, Sabine's husband of more than 20 years and the
magician of the title, suddenly dies, she begins to discover how she's glimpsed him only through smoke and
mirrors. He has managed to keep hidden the existence of a family in Nebraska--his mother, two sisters, and
two nephews. Sabine approaches them hungrily, as if they are a bridge to her beloved husband and a key to
the mysteries he left behind.

From Publishers Weekly
After working as his assistant for more than 20 years, Sabine marries her beloved boss, Parcifal, knowing
that he's gay and has just lost his lover. What she doesn't find out until after his death from AIDS is that
Parcifal was actually Guy Fettera from Alliance, Neb., and had a family he never spoke about. Karen Ziemba
creates an appropriately light tone for the narrator, despite some dark events that Sabine discovers when she
visits Parcifal's sweet, dysfunctional family. She crafts clear, flat Midwest accents for the magician's mother
and sisters and her pace and annunciation are excellent. Ziemba's men all sound alike, but they play minimal
roles. She is an experienced and professional reader with just the right stuff for Patchett's 1997 novel, which
probes the complex motives of Parcifal and his assistant. A Harcourt paperback (Reviews, July 14, 1997)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Library Journal
For two decades, Sabine has loved the magician Parsifal and served as his assistant. Theirs is an unorthodox
relationship, however, for Parsifal loves men. When Parsifal's lover dies of AIDS, he marries Sabine so that
she will be his widow. When Parsifal dies, Sabine receives some surprising news about his will. Believing
her husband to have no living relatives, she is shocked to learn of a trust fund established for a mother and
two sisters in Nebraska. When his family contacts her, she introduces them to the Los Angeles Parsifal. She
then visits them in Nebraska to discover the truth about the man she loved and thought she knew, gaining
insight into herself as well. Well written and full of interesting twists, this is recommended for larger
collections.?Kimberly G. Allen, networkMCI Lib., Washington, D.C.
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stacey Eades:

The book The Magician's Assistant make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having
big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Magician's Assistant to be your habit,
you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects.
You may know everything if you like wide open and read a publication The Magician's Assistant. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this book?



Rodney Hussey:

The feeling that you get from The Magician's Assistant is a more deep you searching the information that
hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
recognise but The Magician's Assistant giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy
to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this specific The Magician's Assistant instantly.

Jesse Harrison:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title The Magician's
Assistant suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book
untitled The Magician's Assistantis one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend
the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you
see the represented of the world in this book.

Clarence Frey:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of
news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just seeking the The Magician's Assistant when you needed it?
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