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Thailand's Bhumibol Adulyadej, the only king ever born in the United States,
came to the throne of his country in 1946 and is now the world's longest-serving
monarch. The King Never Smiles, the first independent biography of Thailand's
monarch, tells the unexpected story of Bhumibol's life and sixty-year rule--how a
Western-raised boy came to be seen by his people as a living Buddha, and how a
king widely seen as beneficent and apolitical could in fact be so deeply political
and autocratic. Paul Handley provides an extensively researched, factual account
of the king's youth and personal development, ascent to the throne, skillful
political maneuverings, and attempt to shape Thailand as a Buddhist kingdom.
Handley takes full note of Bhumibol's achievements in art, in sports and jazz, and
he credits the king's lifelong dedication to rural development and the livelihoods
of his poorest subjects. But, looking beyond the widely accepted image of the
king as egalitarian and virtuous, Handley portrays an anti-democratic monarch
who, together with allies in big business and the corrupt Thai military, has
protected a centuries-old, barely modified feudal dynasty.When at nineteen
Bhumibol assumed the throne, the Thai monarchy had been stripped of power
and prestige. Over the ensuing decades, Bhumibol became the paramount
political actor in the kingdom, silencing critics while winning the hearts and
minds of his people. The book details this process and depicts Thailand's unique
constitutional monarch--his life, his thinking, and his ruling philosophy.
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Thailand's Bhumibol Adulyadej, the only king ever born in the United States, came to the throne of his
country in 1946 and is now the world's longest-serving monarch. The King Never Smiles, the first
independent biography of Thailand's monarch, tells the unexpected story of Bhumibol's life and sixty-year
rule--how a Western-raised boy came to be seen by his people as a living Buddha, and how a king widely
seen as beneficent and apolitical could in fact be so deeply political and autocratic. Paul Handley provides an
extensively researched, factual account of the king's youth and personal development, ascent to the throne,
skillful political maneuverings, and attempt to shape Thailand as a Buddhist kingdom. Handley takes full
note of Bhumibol's achievements in art, in sports and jazz, and he credits the king's lifelong dedication to
rural development and the livelihoods of his poorest subjects. But, looking beyond the widely accepted
image of the king as egalitarian and virtuous, Handley portrays an anti-democratic monarch who, together
with allies in big business and the corrupt Thai military, has protected a centuries-old, barely modified feudal
dynasty.When at nineteen Bhumibol assumed the throne, the Thai monarchy had been stripped of power and
prestige. Over the ensuing decades, Bhumibol became the paramount political actor in the kingdom,
silencing critics while winning the hearts and minds of his people. The book details this process and depicts
Thailand's unique constitutional monarch--his life, his thinking, and his ruling philosophy.
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Editorial Review
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From reader reviews:

Maria Bruns:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book The King Never
Smiles. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Abel Graham:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The King Never Smiles book
because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Laura McCallum:

The reserve untitled The King Never Smiles is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can
see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book,
to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The
King Never Smiles from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Ralph Ainsworth:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The King Never Smiles reserve written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read
the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still hesitation The King Never Smiles as good book not simply by the cover but
also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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