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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Celebrated Stanford University historian Clayborne Carson is the director and editor of the Martin Luther
King Papers Project; with thousands of King's essays, notes, letters, speeches, and sermons at his disposal,
Carson has organized King's writings into a posthumous autobiography. In an early student essay, King
prophetically penned: "We cannot have an enlightened democracy with one great group living in
ignorance.... We cannot have a nation orderly and sound with one group so ground down and thwarted that it
isamost forced into unsocial attitudes and crime." Such statements, made throughout King's career, are
skillfully woven together into a coherent narrative of the quest for social justice. The autobiography delves,
for example, into the philosophical training King received at Morehouse College, Crozer Theological
Seminary, and Boston University, where he consolidated the teachings of Afro-American theologian
Benjamin Mays with the philosophies of Locke, Rousseau, Gandhi, and Thoreau. Through King's voice, the
reader intimately sharesin histrials and triumphs, including the Montgomery Boycott, the 1963 "I Have a
Dream Speech,” the Selma March, and the 1964 Nobel Peace Prize. In one of his last speeches, King
reminded his audience that "in the final analysis, God does not judge us by the separate incidents or the
separate mistakes that we make, but by the total bent of our lives." Carson's skillful editing has created an
original argument in King's favor that draws directly from the source, illuminating the circumstances of
King's life without deifying his person. --Eugene Holley Jr.

From Publishers Weekly

Carson, director of the Martin Luther King Jr. Papers Project and author of A Knock at Midnight: Inspiration
from the Great Sermons of Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., has pieced together an incomplete study of
King'slife by supplementing his extant autobiographies (e.g., Stride Toward Freedom and Where Do We Go
from Here) with previously unpublished and published writings, interviews and speeches. If King's rhetorical
flourishes and use of the word "negro” sometimes seem outdated, the compilation still offers a concise first-
person account of hislife from hishbirth in Atlantain 1929 to his awakening social consciousness and
discovery of the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi. History propelled King to center stage in the struggle for
black liberation. When Rosa Parks refused to surrender her bus seat in 1955, the "once dormant and
quiescent Negro community was now fully awake" and King, along with many othersin Montgomery's black
community, organized the bus boycott that would launch King into his leadership rolein the civil rights
movement. The book offers glimpses of King's family life aswell aview of famous Americans such as
Stokely Carmichael, Malcolm X and JFK. (In 1960, King did not feel "there was much difference between
Kennedy and Nixon." Hewrites, "l felt at points that he was so concerned about being President of the
United States that he would compromise basic principles.") But what is most evident throughout Carson's
study isthe moral courage that sustained King and allowed him to inspire alargely peaceful mass movement
against segregation in the face of bloody reprisals. (Dec.) FYI: In November, Carol Publishing will release
Seventh Child: A Family Memoir of Malcolm X, by his nephew Rodnéell P. Collins. ($21.95 230p ISBN 1-
55972-491-9)

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Carson (history, Stanford Univ.) threads together what King wrote or said at various times, creating an
"eloquent and expressive narrative that moves from the early yearsto the unfulfilled dreams of the dain Civil
Rights leader."

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
David Chambers:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students asthey are still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has severa
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
would like do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book The Autobiography of Martin
Luther King, Jr.. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Vickie Hintz:

This The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr. book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then
theworld isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read alot of information
you will get. That The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr. without we comprehend teach the one who
examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Autobiography of
Martin Luther King, Jr. can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to
be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Autobiography of
Martin Luther King, Jr. having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Barry Trusty:

Here thing why this kind of The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr. are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all reading through abook is good but it dependsin the content than it which is the content is
astasty asfood or not. The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr. giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with The
Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr.. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current
eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. Y ou can
bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having
difficultiesin bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr.
in e-book can be your option.

James Stevens:

It is possible to spend your free timeto learn this book this publication. This The Autobiography of Martin
Luther King, Jr. issimple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you
did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better
to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.
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