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You cannot stand underneath the masterwork that is the Sistine Chapel without
considering the genius and painstaking work that went into its creation.
Michelangelo Buonarroti never wanted to paint the Sistine Chapel, though.
Appointed by the temperamental Julius II, Michelangelo believed the
suspiciously large-scale project to be a plot for failure conspired by his rivals and
the "Warrior Pope." After all, Michelangelo was not a painter—he was a
sculptor. The noble artist reluctantly took on the daunting task that would
damage his neck, back, and eyes (if you have ever strained to admire the real
thing, you know). Andrew Graham-Dixon tells the story behind the famous
painted ceiling over which the great artist painfully toiled for four long years.

Linking Michelangelo's personal life to his work on the Sistine Chapel, Graham-
Dixon describes Michelangelo's unique depiction of the Book of Genesis, tackles
ambiguities in the work, and details the painstaking work that went into
Michelangelo's magnificent creation. Complete with rich, full-color illustrations
and Graham-Dixon's articulate narrative, Michelangelo and the Sistine Chapel is
an indispensable and significant piece of art criticism. It humanizes this heavenly
masterpiece in a way that every art enthusiast, student, and professional can
understand and appreciate.
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You cannot stand underneath the masterwork that is the Sistine Chapel without considering the genius and
painstaking work that went into its creation. Michelangelo Buonarroti never wanted to paint the Sistine
Chapel, though. Appointed by the temperamental Julius II, Michelangelo believed the suspiciously large-
scale project to be a plot for failure conspired by his rivals and the "Warrior Pope." After all, Michelangelo
was not a painter—he was a sculptor. The noble artist reluctantly took on the daunting task that would
damage his neck, back, and eyes (if you have ever strained to admire the real thing, you know). Andrew
Graham-Dixon tells the story behind the famous painted ceiling over which the great artist painfully toiled
for four long years.

Linking Michelangelo's personal life to his work on the Sistine Chapel, Graham-Dixon describes
Michelangelo's unique depiction of the Book of Genesis, tackles ambiguities in the work, and details the
painstaking work that went into Michelangelo's magnificent creation. Complete with rich, full-color
illustrations and Graham-Dixon's articulate narrative, Michelangelo and the Sistine Chapel is an
indispensable and significant piece of art criticism. It humanizes this heavenly masterpiece in a way that
every art enthusiast, student, and professional can understand and appreciate.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Graham-Dixon, former art critic for the Independent, brings to the fore the greatest achievement of the
genius who perhaps best deserves the designation Renaissance man. After a short biography of Michelangelo
up to his reluctant acceptance of the pope's commission, Graham-Dixon analyzes the masterpiece itself. He
excels at contextualization, appropriately calling the chapel "a simple rectangular building" and making plain
how the artist strongly insisted he was a sculptor, not a painter of frescoes. The figures created in this
hallowed space are nearly as sculptural as anything truly in the round, a fact the author emphasizes. Graham-
Dixon is adept at analyzing the pictorial scheme in its entirety and interpreting the dozens of individual
sections of the ceiling's barrel vault. He has managed to resurrect, in an attenuated scholarly nugget, the
popular appeal of this great and beloved landmark of the Western world. A focused and instructive read, this
refreshing look at a familiar topic should attract a wide readership.—Douglas F. Smith, Berkeley P.L., CA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
Graham-Dixon depicts a wonderfully strange man and his strangely wonderful masterpiece OBSERVER

About the Author
Andrew Graham-Dixon has presented six landmark series on art for the BBC, including the acclaimed A
History of British Art, Renaissance and Art of Eternity, as well as numerous individual documentaries on art
and artists. For more than twenty years he has published a weekly column on art, first in the Independent
and, more recently, in the Sunday Telegraph. He has written a number of acclaimed books, on subjects
ranging from medieval painting and sculpture to the art of the present, including Caravaggio: A Life Sacred
and Profane, Art: The Definitive Visual Guide, and Michelangelo and the Sistine Chapel.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brill:

This Michelangelo and the Sistine Chapel book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you
will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular
Michelangelo and the Sistine Chapel without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Michelangelo and the Sistine Chapel can bring when
you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your
lovely laptop even cell phone. This Michelangelo and the Sistine Chapel having great arrangement in word
and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Stephen Hill:

Here thing why this specific Michelangelo and the Sistine Chapel are different and reliable to be yours. First
of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Michelangelo and the Sistine Chapel giving you information deeper since



different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with Michelangelo
and the Sistine Chapel. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the
thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Michelangelo and the Sistine Chapel in e-book can
be your substitute.

Bernard Walker:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Michelangelo and the Sistine Chapel e-
book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still question Michelangelo and the Sistine Chapel as good book not only by
the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so
do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

David Cormier:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Michelangelo and the Sistine Chapel can make you sense more interested to read.
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