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Focusing on pre-kindergarten through grade 4, this book provides a solid
foundation in literacy instruction including phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and
comprehension.  Offering a wealth of assessment tools and authentic classroom
examples, it shows beginning educators how to teach reading and writing
effectively in the early grades and how to create a classroom climate where
literacy flourishes. Gail Tompkins bases her book on four contemporary literacy
theories–constructivist, interactive, socio-linguistic and reader response–and
maintains her solid focus on assessment and balanced literacy instruction. This
edition features more on preventing reading difficulties, nurturing English
Language Learners, fostering the earliest literacy learners, and adapting strategies
to individual student development.
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including phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.  Offering a wealth of assessment tools and
authentic classroom examples, it shows beginning educators how to teach reading and writing effectively in
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Editorial Review

Review

“What a difference in Tompkins's [Literacy for the 21st Century: Teaching Reading and Writing in Pre-
Kindergarten through Grade 4] 2/e!  It's more than 33% revised, it's a true new edition.  [I] very much
enjoyed realizing how much better, tighter, and in-depth she got this time around.  I've always appreciated
her thoroughness and her teacher-friendliness--and this edition maintains her style well.”
 
Marie Ann Donovan, Ed.D.
Associate Professor of Education
DePaul University

From the Back Cover

Tompkins’ text reflects a solid approach to the intricacies of early reading instruction.  She covers all
aspects that I would find essential, critical, and relevant.  The various spotlights, vignettes, figures and
summaries support the text and help amplify it.  The Compendium is an invaluable resource and a constant
reference point!
Armin R. Schulz, California State University, Stanislaus
 
This unique text prepares you to teach young readers and writers by taking you into successful classrooms,
helping you prepare for your own classroom, and giving you the practical tools to take with you.   Paying
particular attention to the needs of these early learners, the text provides recommendations for preventing
early learning difficulties and suggestions for helping pre-kindergarteners develop literacy abilities.  You’ll
also find tools to help you adjust lessons for English learners, as well as minilessons and step-by-step
guidance for strategy and skill instruction.  The second edition of Literacy for the 21st Century: Teaching
Reading and Writing in Pre-Kindergarten Through Grade 4 presents a thoughtful, balanced approach to
teaching literacy specifically in the early grades. 
 
Takes you into the classroom

Authentic classroom vignettes opening each chapter help you see how chapter concepts play out●

successfully with early learners.
Spotlights throughout the text give you in-depth information on literacy development, one remarkable●

student at a time.
New! Observe real classroom footage on the accompanying DVD Instructional Procedures: Scenes from●

the Compendium includes footage of classrooms implementing the text’s strategies.  Look for margin
notes in the text to point to strategies you’ll find on the DVD.

 Helps you prepare your own classroom

New! Balanced Literacy Program features in each chapter clearly outline the elements of a balanced●

literacy program and identify how chapter concepts can be used to create a balanced literacy approach.
New! Developmental Continuum features help you understand how to implement chapter concepts●

appropriately according to student development.
Guideline features give you the important, point by point implementation guidance you’ll need to put●



chapter concepts into action in your classroom.

 Gives you the tools to take into your classroom

Minilessons offer ready to use skill and strategy instruction.  Find how the minilessons correlate to state●

and national standards on the text’s Companion Website.
The Compendium of Instructional Procedures is a robust resource of instructional methods designed to●

get you up and running quickly in your own literacy classroom.
Expanded! Nurturing English Learners features provide thoughtful considerations for adapting lessons●

for this audience of learners.
New! Preventing Reading and Writing Difficulties features help you quickly address and correct●

potential problems that could inhibit young learners’ literacy development.
A complete chapter on assessment lays a solid foundation and provides Assessment Tools to evaluate your●

students’ progress in early literacy.

 
 The author does a great job of building background knowledge especially for pre-service and beginning
teachers.  The Compendium of Instructional Procedures is wonderful for quick stop-n-shop for each
strategy.  It helps to simplify each strategy and newly learned concept so that pre-service teachers can easily
implement them in their clinical/field experiences.  Good job, too, of integrating information about
addressing the needs of English language learners throughout the text.  Kantaylieniere Hill-Clark,
University of Memphis

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Haakenson:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Literacy for the 21st Century: PreK-4 &
Teacher Prep Access Code Package (2nd Edition) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Donna Jost:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Literacy for the 21st Century: PreK-4
& Teacher Prep Access Code Package (2nd Edition), you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right,
you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.



Barbara Barnes:

This Literacy for the 21st Century: PreK-4 & Teacher Prep Access Code Package (2nd Edition) is great e-
book for you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and possess
to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we
can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information
in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Literacy for the 21st Century: PreK-4 & Teacher Prep Access Code Package
(2nd Edition) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this guide
already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Albert Fragoso:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for your requirements is Literacy for the 21st Century: PreK-4 & Teacher Prep Access Code Package (2nd
Edition) this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy
to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why
this book ideal all of you.
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