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Whét is the kimono? Everyday garment? Art object? Symbol of Japan? Asthis
book shows, the kimono has served all of these roles, its meaning changing
across time and with the perspective of the wearer or viewer.

Kimono: A Modern History begins by exposing the seventeenth- and
eighteenth-century foundations of the modern kimono fashion industry. It
explores the crossover between ‘art’ and ‘fashion’ in this period at the hands of
famous Japanese painters who worked with clothing pattern books and painted
directly onto garments. With Japan’ s exposure to Western fashion in the
nineteenth century, and Westerners exposure to Japanese modes of dress and
design, the kimono took on new associations and came to symbolize an exotic
culture and an alluring female form. In the aftermath of the Second World War,
the kimono industry was sustained through government support. The line
between fashion and art became blurred as kimonos produced by famous
designers were collected for their beauty and displayed in museums, rather than
being worn as clothing. Today, the kimono has once again taken on new
dimensions, as the Internet and social media proliferate images of the kimono as
aversatile garment to be integrated into arange of individual styles.

Kimono: A Modern History, the inspiration for amajor exhibition at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New Y ork,not only tells the story of adistinctive
garment’ s ever-changing functions and image, but provides a novel perspective
on Japan’s modernization and encounter with the West.
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What is the kimono? Everyday garment? Art object? Symbol of Japan? As this book shows, the kimono has
served all of these roles, its meaning changing across time and with the perspective of the wearer or viewer.

Kimono: A Modern History begins by exposing the seventeenth- and eighteenth-century foundations
of the modern kimono fashion industry. It explores the crossover between ‘art’ and ‘fashion’ in this period at
the hands of famous Japanese painters who worked with clothing pattern books and painted directly onto
garments. With Japan’ s exposure to Western fashion in the nineteenth century, and Westerners' exposure to
Japanese modes of dress and design, the kimono took on new associations and came to symbolize an exatic
culture and an alluring female form. In the aftermath of the Second World War, the kimono industry was
sustained through government support. The line between fashion and art became blurred as kimonos
produced by famous designers were collected for their beauty and displayed in museums, rather than being
worn as clothing. Today, the kimono has once again taken on new dimensions, as the Internet and socia
media proliferate images of the kimono as a versatile garment to be integrated into a range of individual
styles.

Kimono: A Modern History, the inspiration for amajor exhibition at the Metropolitan Museum of Art
in New Y ork,not only tells the story of adistinctive garment’s ever-changing functions and image, but
provides a novel perspective on Japan’s modernization and encounter with the West.
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Editorial Review
Review

“The gorgeous, vividly colored, and visually witty designs of the traditional Japanese garment referred to in
modern times as kimono, things to wear,” are the subject of this groundbreaking study. Through her
insightful analysis of textile design, fabrics, dyes, designers, workshops, and distribution systems, the late
Terry Satsuki Milhaupt has offered insights into the complex cultural and socia history of modern Japan,
with an emphasis on the shaping of national identity through the encounter with the West. Contextualizing
the history of kimono in an era of rapid industrialization, this profusely illustrated volume also charts the
evolving status and roles of women in Japanese society.”

(John T. Carpenter, Metropolitan Museum of Art)

“The kimono has long been a symbol of Asian femininity and Japan’s national identity. In the profusely
illustrated Kimono: A Modern History (Reaktion), Terry Satsuki Milhaupt, one of the world’ s leading experts
in Japanese textiles, offersinsightsinto the culture of modern Japan as well as the evolving status of women.
... Isthekimono art? Isit fashion? I’ s both, and much more.”

(Boston Glabe)

“Kimono: A Modern History is awell-researched and engaging analysis of the multifaceted history of the
kimono. Terry Satsuki Milhaupt’ s examination of the local and global elements of the kimono and its
enduring legacy into the twenty-first century is an important addition to the literature on Japanese art and
design.”

(Sharon S. Takeda, Los Angeles County Museum of Art)

About the Author

Terry Satsuki Milhaupt (1959-2012) was an independent art historian based in New Y ork, a guest curator
and an internationally recognized expert on Japanese textiles. She contributed essays to numerous exhibition
catalogues and publications, including the Berg Encyclopedia of World Dress and Fashion (2010).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Roy Taylor:

This Kimono: A Modern History book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands.
The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will
get datawhich is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will get. This specific Kimono: A
Modern History without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Kimono: A Modern History can bring when you are and not make your
case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Kimono: A Modern History having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will
not really feel uninterested in reading.



Miranda Durkee:

Here thing why that Kimono: A Modern History are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as
food or not. Kimono: A Modern History giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Kimono: A Modern History. It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or evenin
your way home by train. Should you be having difficultiesin bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Kimono: A Maodern History in e-book can be your choice.

Kelly Breedlove:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Kimono: A Modern History is
kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Maria Holder:

The reserve untitled Kimono: A Modern History is the e-book that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see
the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot of investigation
when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate.

Y ou also might get the e-book of Kimono: A Modern History from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy freetime.
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