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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and Literature
Studies - Literature, grade: 1,7, University of Stuttgart (Institut für
Literaturwissenschaft - Neuere Englische Literatur), course: HS Short Story and
Short Story Theory, 14 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: In
the following pages I want to focus on James Thurber’s famous short story “The
Secret Life of Walter Mitty” which was first published in 1939 in the magazine
The New Yorker. Thurber tells the story of a Walter Mitty, a man who lives in a
dream world to escape from the routines and humiliations which he suffers in
everyday life.
Today the name “Walter Mitty” also exists in the English language and is used
for people who are daydreaming and not paying attention to the real world.
Walter Mitty became an archetypal American figure.
By reason of the structure of the short story and “Thurber’s own narrative style –
economical, lightly ironic, and wonderfully expressive” (Holmes 218) it seems
that this short story can be seen as a garden path story. The expression “to lead
someone up the garden path” means “to deliberately deceive someone”. Manfred
Jahn analysed this short story with respect to his garden path short story theory.
Can “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” generally be regarded as a garden path
story? What is of particular interest is whether the reader is misled by Thurber’s
narrative technique especially at the beginning of the story. What are the reasons
for Walter Mitty’s escapist daydreams and how is Mitty’s character presented in
the story?
Firstly, I will describe the garden path phenomenon and applied to “The Secret
Life of Walter Mitty” I will analyse the beginning of the short story. In addition,
I will name some hints where the reader realises Walter Mitty’s various
daydream episodes. In the next chapter I will concentrate on the story’s two
narrative levels. First of all, I will describe Mitty’s development in the course of
his daydreams and then I will take a look on the real Walter Mitty. Moreover, I
will briefly try to find similarities between James Thurber and Walter Mitty.
Afterwards, James Thurber’s narrative style and his sense of humour will be
presented. The conclusion will comprise the main points and some suggestions
for further discussion.

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B007GY7A9W
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B007GY7A9W
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B007GY7A9W


 Download James Thurber’s “The Secret Life of Walter Mit ...pdf

 Read Online James Thurber’s “The Secret Life of Walter M ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B007GY7A9W
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B007GY7A9W
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B007GY7A9W
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B007GY7A9W
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B007GY7A9W
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B007GY7A9W
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B007GY7A9W
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B007GY7A9W


James Thurber’s “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty”: A garden
path short story

By Anastasia Deibert

James Thurber’s “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty”: A garden path short story By Anastasia Deibert

Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
1,7, University of Stuttgart (Institut für Literaturwissenschaft - Neuere Englische Literatur), course: HS Short
Story and Short Story Theory, 14 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: In the following
pages I want to focus on James Thurber’s famous short story “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” which was
first published in 1939 in the magazine The New Yorker. Thurber tells the story of a Walter Mitty, a man
who lives in a dream world to escape from the routines and humiliations which he suffers in everyday life.
Today the name “Walter Mitty” also exists in the English language and is used for people who are
daydreaming and not paying attention to the real world. Walter Mitty became an archetypal American figure.
By reason of the structure of the short story and “Thurber’s own narrative style – economical, lightly ironic,
and wonderfully expressive” (Holmes 218) it seems that this short story can be seen as a garden path story.
The expression “to lead someone up the garden path” means “to deliberately deceive someone”. Manfred
Jahn analysed this short story with respect to his garden path short story theory. Can “The Secret Life of
Walter Mitty” generally be regarded as a garden path story? What is of particular interest is whether the
reader is misled by Thurber’s narrative technique especially at the beginning of the story. What are the
reasons for Walter Mitty’s escapist daydreams and how is Mitty’s character presented in the story?
Firstly, I will describe the garden path phenomenon and applied to “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” I will
analyse the beginning of the short story. In addition, I will name some hints where the reader realises Walter
Mitty’s various daydream episodes. In the next chapter I will concentrate on the story’s two narrative levels.
First of all, I will describe Mitty’s development in the course of his daydreams and then I will take a look on
the real Walter Mitty. Moreover, I will briefly try to find similarities between James Thurber and Walter
Mitty. Afterwards, James Thurber’s narrative style and his sense of humour will be presented. The
conclusion will comprise the main points and some suggestions for further discussion.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Burritt:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book called James Thurber’s “The
Secret Life of Walter Mitty”: A garden path short story? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Nick Jansen:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book James Thurber’s “The Secret
Life of Walter Mitty”: A garden path short story. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Jason Harden:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is
this James Thurber’s “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty”: A garden path short story.

Silvia Doucet:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of book James
Thurber’s “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty”: A garden path short story. You'll be able to your knowledge by
it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is



most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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