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This retelling of a Navajo folktale explains how First Woman tried to write the
laws of the land using stars in the sky, only to be thwarted by the trickster
Coyote.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
According to the Navajos, the jumble of stars in the night sky reflects the disorders and confusion of life
itself. In this lyrical retelling Oughton--in her first children's book--paints a picture of calm deliberation as, at
the beginning of the world, First Woman determines to write the laws in the sky for all to see. So she
positions her jewelry "crafting her careful mosaic on the blackberry cloth of night." Coyote offers to help
with this important task but becomes impatient and sends a cascade of stars hurtling into the night, creating
chaos for all time. Oughton's text echoes First Woman's self-confidence and is sprinkled throughout with deft
turns of phrase. Desimini's somber yet luminous art evokes nature's solemn beauty as it captures the silent
mystery of the "rim of night." Her solid, slightly static figures firmly place this fantasy-like world of the
desert in reality. Ages 4-8.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Kindergarten-Grade 3-- At the end of the first day, First Woman tries to convince First Man that ``The
people need to know the laws.'' Impatiently, he tells her to write them in the sky. She takes a blanket full of
her jewels (stars) and with infinite patience begins ``designing her pattern so all could read it.'' Coyote asks
to help, but when he sees the magnitude of the task he grumbles, then flings the remaining stars into the night
sky, forever obscuring the pattern. As the second day dawns, the people go about their lives, ``. . . never
knowing the reason for the confusion that would always dwell among them.'' This Navajo tale acknowledges
the common human feeling that there IS a message in the stars--the laws of a clear and orderly universe--if it
could be read. It absolves humans of guilt (Coyote did it) and provides a First Woman who is a strong,
positive, and beneficent figure. The concise and graceful text is matched with illustrations in a primitive but
dramatic vein, marked by simplified shapes, saturated matte colors, and desert-stark composition. The claret-
sandstone earth and deep lapis sky, meeting at a curved horizon, dominate most pages; the white of eyes and
starlight punctuate the design. This handsome book might well fit into a myth or Native American collection,
but it can stand on its own timely and attractive merits as well.
- Patricia Dooley, Univ. of Washington Extension, Seattle
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
Oughton's first book for children is a lyrical retelling of a potent myth: It is First Woman's idea that ``the
laws'' should be written for all to see. Using stars from the blanket at her feet, she is slowly recording them
by ``placing her jewels across the dome of night'' when she is observed by Coyote, who offers to help.
Unfortunately, he lacks First Woman's patience. Picking up the blanket, he hurls the stars at the sky in ``wild
disarray, shattering First Woman's careful patterns'' and leaving the world forever in confusion about exactly
what the laws may be. Oughton's fine debut provides Desimini with the best vehicle she's had for her spare,
powerful style; she sets the heroic figures of the early world against deep blues and greens, the shadowed
earth glowing ruby red against a starry sky. A dramatically handsome setting for an especially noble Native
American tale. (Folklore/Picture book. 4-10) -- Copyright ©1992, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Keith McLeod:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book How the Stars Fell into the Sky: A
Navajo Legend (Sandpiper Houghton Mifflin Books). All type of book could you see on many solutions.
You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Ruth Graham:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you
is you don't know which you should start with. This How the Stars Fell into the Sky: A Navajo Legend
(Sandpiper Houghton Mifflin Books) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Steve Teegarden:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this How the Stars Fell into the Sky: A
Navajo Legend (Sandpiper Houghton Mifflin Books) e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you
still doubt How the Stars Fell into the Sky: A Navajo Legend (Sandpiper Houghton Mifflin Books) as good
book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate
book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Marie Daugherty:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and How the Stars Fell into the Sky: A Navajo Legend (Sandpiper
Houghton Mifflin Books) as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes How the Stars Fell into the Sky: A Navajo Legend (Sandpiper
Houghton Mifflin Books) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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