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Originally published in 1978, From Ritual to Record was one of the first books to
recognize the importance of sports as alens on the fundamental structure of
societies. In this reissue, Guttmann emphasizes the many ways that modern
sports, dramatically different from the sports of previous eras, have profoundly
shaped contemporary life.
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Editorial Review
Review

A pioneering work in afield remarkably little touched... For any future writer about the philosophy or the
sociology of sport in general, this book will be required reading.

(Julian Symons Times Literary Supplement)

The chief advantage that Guttmann has over other sports theoreticians is awillingness to employ the
techniques of modern rhetoric in creating some order out of the ideological confusion now swirling around
his subject. He is adefiner, a synthesizer, a causal analyst, aswell as an arguer and a counter-arguer.

(Virginia Quarterly)

[Guttmann's] lucid, original, stimulating, blessedly jargon-free book does something to lighten our darkness.
His pleasant, incisive style reflects a mind uncluttered by prejudice or ideology.

(Brian Glanville London Sunday Times)

Review

[Guttmann is] our most distinguished contemporary thinker on the nature and role of sport in society.

(A. Bartlett Giamatti, late commissioner of baseball)

The most accomplished analyst and critic of sport of our age.
(Richard D. Mandell, author of Sport: A Cultural History)
About the Author

Allen Guttmann is professor of American studies at Amherst College. His many books include The
Olympics: A History of the Modern Games, Games and Empires. Modern Sports and Cultural Imperialism
(Columbia), and atrandation of Peter Kihnst's Sports: A Cultural History in the Mirror of Art. Helivesin
Leverett, Massachusetts.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Graves;

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y es, you can



choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their sparetimeto take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book titled From Ritual to Record: The
Nature of Modern Sports? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. Y ou already know beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have additional opinion?

Fred Ashman:

The book From Ritual to Record: The Nature of Modern Sports make you feel enjoy for your spare time.

Y ou need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book From Ritual to Record:
The Nature of Modern Sports for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. Y ou may know everything if you
like start and read a e-book From Ritual to Record: The Nature of Modern Sports. Kinds of book are several.
It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Sophia Morrison:

Here thing why this particular From Ritual to Record: The Nature of Modern Sports are different and reliable
to be yours. First of al reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it whichis
the content is as delicious as food or not. From Ritual to Record: The Nature of Modern Sports giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar
with From Ritual to Record: The Nature of Modern Sports. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up
your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around
you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of From Ritual to Record: The Nature of
Modern Sportsin e-book can be your option.

Hoa Gilkey:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition details. Even you love From Ritual to Record: The Nature of Modern Sports, you may
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh
occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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