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No political concept is more used, and misused, than that of democracy. Nearly
every regime today claims to be democratic, but not all "democracies" allow free
politics, and free politics existed long before democratic franchises.
This book is a short account of the history of the doctrine and practice of
democracy, from ancient Greece and Rome through the American, French, and
Russian revolutions, and of the usages and practices associated with it in the
modern world. It argues that democracy is a necessary but not a sufficient
condition for good government, and that ideas of the rule of law, and of human
rights, should in some situations limit democratic claims.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Bernard Crick is Emeritus Professor of Politics, Birkbeck College, London. He is author of In Defence of
Politics--hailed as a modern classic and in print since 1962. He is also author of the prize-winning George
Orwell: A Life and of Essays on Citizenship, and, more recently, Crossing Borders. He was adviser on
citizenship to the Department of Education from 1998 to 2001.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joshua Ricker:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Democracy: A Very
Short Introduction book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Virginia Gauvin:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the book untitled Democracy: A Very Short Introduction can be excellent book to
read. May be it might be best activity to you.

William Farley:

Why? Because this Democracy: A Very Short Introduction is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to
it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.



Alexander Goodman:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Democracy: A Very Short Introduction can give
you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make you to
be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Democracy: A Very Short Introduction.
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