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How sick is this: I'm the major jock-stud in high school, but my brother has the
brain of a badminton birdie and a body to match. I've got everything and he's got
nothing. I'm a three-year, three-sport letterman and Shawn can't even stand up!
Like I said, sick, huh?

It's hard to be a brother to someone who doesn't even know you're there. How
can you talk to him when he can't understand a thing you say? How can you
listen to him when he can't speak a word? How can you love him when he's so
messed up, he can't love you back? And how can you have a life of your own
when your father bailed on the family, leaving you to be the "man of the house"?

Fueled by rage at what has happened to his family, Paul is ready to explode. And
he is haunted by something even worse—something he can never tell anyone. It
is something he will have to face if he is to have any hope of a future at all.
While Cruise Control is a companion to Terry Trueman's Printz Honor book,
Stuck in Neutral, it is the completely independent story of a family's "other"
son—the one who is healthy, gifted, normal. It is a courageously hopeful story
told with power, compassion, and humor.
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How sick is this: I'm the major jock-stud in high school, but my brother has the brain of a badminton birdie
and a body to match. I've got everything and he's got nothing. I'm a three-year, three-sport letterman and
Shawn can't even stand up! Like I said, sick, huh?

It's hard to be a brother to someone who doesn't even know you're there. How can you talk to him when he
can't understand a thing you say? How can you listen to him when he can't speak a word? How can you love
him when he's so messed up, he can't love you back? And how can you have a life of your own when your
father bailed on the family, leaving you to be the "man of the house"?

Fueled by rage at what has happened to his family, Paul is ready to explode. And he is haunted by something
even worse—something he can never tell anyone. It is something he will have to face if he is to have any
hope of a future at all. While Cruise Control is a companion to Terry Trueman's Printz Honor book, Stuck in
Neutral, it is the completely independent story of a family's "other" son—the one who is healthy, gifted,
normal. It is a courageously hopeful story told with power, compassion, and humor.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Gr. 7-10. In this companion to Stuck in Neutral (2000), Trueman revisits the story of Shawn, the
developmentally disabled teen whose point of view made that first novel so memorable. This time the
narrator is Shawn's older brother, Paul, a gifted athlete. The irony of the family situation is not lost on Paul
("what a sadistic madman God must be to have thrown Shawn and me into the same family"). While Paul
loves his brother, he hates their father, who, unable to cope, has abandoned the family. But Paul, like Shawn,
is a victim of circumstance, and Trueman does a passionately convincing job portraying a boy who feels
trapped and suffocated by responsibilities he never asked to shoulder. As he puts it, his life is "like a car
roaring down the freeway in cruise control . . and I can't even slow down." Only at the end does the story
stray briefly into wish-fulfillment territory, but by that time, readers will be so invested in Paul's survival that
few will quibble. Michael Cart
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author

Terry Trueman grew up in the northern suburbs of Seattle, Washington. He attended the University of
Washington, where he received his BA in creative writing. He also has an MS in applied psychology and an
MFA in creative writing, both from Eastern Washington University.

Terry is also the author of Stuck in Neutral and its companion novel, Cruise Control; Hurricane; 7 Days at
the Hot Corner; No Right Turn; and Inside Out.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shannon Batiste:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Cruise
Control (Stuck in Neutral) suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. Typically the
book untitled Cruise Control (Stuck in Neutral)is one of several books that everyone read now. This book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that
you ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can
easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now.
To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Tammy Ely:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Cruise Control (Stuck in
Neutral) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Marva Larson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Cruise Control (Stuck in Neutral) was bright
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Cruise Control (Stuck in Neutral)
has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you
can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you
bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try
to like reading that will.

Bernetta Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims
Cruise Control (Stuck in Neutral).
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