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From natural disaster areas to zones of political conflict around the world, a new
logic of intervention combines military action and humanitarian aid, conflates
moral imperatives and political arguments, and confuses the concepts of
legitimacy and legality. The mandate to protect human lives -- however and
wherever endangered -- has given rise to a new form of humanitarian government
that moves from one crisis to the next, applying the same battery of technical
expertise (from military logistics to epidemiological risk management to the
latest social scientific tools for "good governance") and reducing people with
particular histories and hopes to mere lives to be rescued. This book explores
these contemporary states of emergency. Drawing on the critical insights of
anthropologists, legal scholars, political scientists, and practitioners from the
field,

Contemporary States of Emergency examines historical antecedents as well as
the moral, juridical, ideological, and economic conditions that have made
military and humanitarian interventions common today. It addresses the practical
process of intervention in global situations on five continents, describing both
differences and similarities, and examines the moral and political consequences
of these generalized states of emergency and the new form of government
associated with them.
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From natural disaster areas to zones of political conflict around the world, a new logic of intervention
combines military action and humanitarian aid, conflates moral imperatives and political arguments, and
confuses the concepts of legitimacy and legality. The mandate to protect human lives -- however and
wherever endangered -- has given rise to a new form of humanitarian government that moves from one crisis
to the next, applying the same battery of technical expertise (from military logistics to epidemiological risk
management to the latest social scientific tools for "good governance") and reducing people with particular
histories and hopes to mere lives to be rescued. This book explores these contemporary states of emergency.
Drawing on the critical insights of anthropologists, legal scholars, political scientists, and practitioners from
the field,

Contemporary States of Emergency examines historical antecedents as well as the moral, juridical,
ideological, and economic conditions that have made military and humanitarian interventions common
today. It addresses the practical process of intervention in global situations on five continents, describing
both differences and similarities, and examines the moral and political consequences of these generalized
states of emergency and the new form of government associated with them.
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Editorial Review

Review

Contemporary States of Emergency demands that we rethink the very nature of violence, benevolence, and
vulnerability in the face of what Paula Vasquez Lezama felicitously calls 'compassionate militarization.

(Gil Anidjar, author of Semites: Race, Religion, Literature)

About the Author

Didier Fassin is James Wolfensohn Professor of Social Science at the Institute for Advanced Study in
Princeton, New Jersey, and Director of Studies in Anthropology at the École des hautes études en sciences
sociales. His recent publications include When Bodies Remember: Experience and Politics of AIDS in South
Africa. Mariella Pandolfi is Professor in the Department of Anthropology at the University of Montreal.

Mariella Pandolfi is Professor in the Department of Anthropology at the University of Montreal.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anna Maday:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Contemporary States of Emergency: The
Politics of Military and Humanitarian Interventions is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

David Johnston:

The book Contemporary States of Emergency: The Politics of Military and Humanitarian Interventions will
bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Contemporary States of
Emergency: The Politics of Military and Humanitarian Interventions is much recommended to you to read.
You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.



Robert Olsen:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Contemporary States of Emergency:
The Politics of Military and Humanitarian Interventions, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right,
you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What?
Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

David Baxter:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of
book Contemporary States of Emergency: The Politics of Military and Humanitarian Interventions. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and
make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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