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From a consultant on the movie EVEREST.
Near the top of Mount Everest, on 10 May 1996, eight climbers died. It was the
worst tragedy in the mountain's history. Lou Kasischke was there. After the Wind
tells the harrowing story of what went wrong, as it has never been told before -
including why the climbers were so desperately out of time as the rogue storm
struck. His personal story, captured in the title AFTER THE WIND, tells about
the intense moments near the top. These moments also revealed the love story
that saved his life.
In the spring of 1996, Lou Kasischke joined renowned climber Rob Hall's Mount
Everest expedition. When he said goodbye to his wife, Sandy, he knew he faced
major physical and mental challenges against rock, snow, ice, avalanches, and
extreme high altitude to climb the highest mountain in the world.
What Lou didn't know was that he also stood at the threshold of a living hell. Six
weeks later near the top, things went wrong. Lou and his fellow climbers faced a
challenge even greater than the mountain - the internal struggle about what to do
when you are close but out of time. There were no second chances. Decisions
were made. Some lived. Some died. It was the worst tragedy in Mount Everest
history.
Lou wrote his account of the events 16 years ago in the aftermath of the tragedy,
but only now is he ready to let it go. He tells two stories. One is about the historic
events. His perspective and analysis about what happened and what went wrong
have never been told, and his account differs markedly from what others have
written. The truth in the story depends on who is telling it.
Lou also tells a very personal story about how he came back home. An inspiring
story about where to go for inner strength when facing a tough decision. A story
about his wife Sandy's part in his survival. A story about what he heard, after the
wind - the voice of the heart. A love story.

Awards for After the Wind 
Kirkus Reviews Best Nonfiction Books of the Year
GOLD MEDAL: Benjamin Franklin Book Award: Best New Voice in Nonfiction
BRONZE MEDAL: Foreword Reviews Book of the Year Award: Adventure
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WINNER: New York Book Festival: Memoir
WINNER: National Indie Excellence Book Award: Adventure and Memoir
BRONZE MEDAL: Independent Publisher Book Award: Sports
WINNER: The Eric Hoffer Award for Independent Books: Memoir
WINNER: Shelf Unbound Best Independently Published Book
WINNER: Pete Delohery Award for Best Sports Book
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Editorial Review

Review
"A vivid, intimate memoir that with great clarity and attention to detail, tells an unforgettable survival story."
-- Kirkus Reviews (starred review)
"After The Wind is a thoughtful, well written love story of Kasischke's dedication to his wife and anchor
Sandy and his passion for climbing." -- BlueInk Reviews (starred review)
"A through analysis of the 1996 Everest disaster... and the best preparation for my Everest assent." -- Jean
Pavillard, IFMGA Swiss Mountain Guide
"Kasischke's account provides an eye-opening look at the perils and extreme conditions on Everest.
Evocative illustrations by Jane Cardinal further enhance the text, and includes maps and time lines." --
Publishers Weekly
"Kasischke chronicles the events not only to recover some truth from the sensationalism surrounding that
fateful day, but also to share a deeply personal story of the enduring power of love. ... Kasischke attributes
his survival to the promises he made to 'live a story he can tell,' and 'come back home' .... After The Wind is
decidedly genuine in the construction ... and Kasischke presents his story humbly as one man's experience of
a horrific day" -- New Orleans Review
"This riveting book examines what went wrong before and during the expedition ... including a series of ill-
advised decisions just below the summit .... Kasischke also examines what holds true when all else fails,
when survival is no longer likely. He offers a fascinatingly personal look at what he believes saved him.
Ultimately, this is a survival story about love --of mountaineering, of God, and of the deep and abiding bond
between a husband and wife." -- The US Review of Books

From the Inside Flap
Near the top of Mount Everest, on 10 May 1996, eight climbers died. It was the worst tragedy in the
mountain's history. Lou Kasischke was there. Now he tells the harrowing story of what went wrong, as it has
never been told before - including why the climbers were desperately late and out of time. His personal story,
captured in the title AFTER THE WIND, tells about the intense moments near the top. These moments also
revealed the love story that saved his life.

In the spring of 1996, Lou Kasischke joined renowned climber Rob Hall's Mount Everest expedition. When
he said goodbye to his wife, Sandy, he knew he faced major physical and mental challenges against rock,
snow, ice, avalanches, and extreme high altitude to climb the highest mountain in the world.

What Lou didn't know was that he also stood at the threshold of a living hell. Six weeks later near the top,
things went wrong. Lou and his fellow climbers faced a challenge even greater than the mountain - the
internal struggle about what to do when you are close but out of time. There were no second chances.
Decisions were made. Some lived. Some died. It was the worst tragedy in Mount Everest history.

Lou wrote his account of the events 16 years ago in the aftermath of the tragedy, but only now is he ready to
let it go. He tells two stories. One is about the historic events. His perspective and analysis about what
happened and what went wrong have never been told, and his account differs markedly from what others
have written. The truth in the story depends on who is telling it.

About the Author
Lou Kasischke is retired and lives with his wife, Sandy, in northern Michigan. He remains active with alpine



sports and other endurance challenges in the great outdoors.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carole Garner:

The event that you get from After The Wind : 1996 Everest Tragedy--One Survivor's Story is a more deep
you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to know but After The Wind : 1996 Everest Tragedy--One Survivor's Story
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of After
The Wind : 1996 Everest Tragedy--One Survivor's Story instantly.

Noel Klein:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is definitely After The Wind : 1996 Everest Tragedy--One Survivor's Story.

Griselda Gonzalez:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking After The Wind : 1996 Everest
Tragedy--One Survivor's Story that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick After The Wind : 1996 Everest Tragedy--One Survivor's
Story become your personal starter.

Jesica Simon:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This After The Wind : 1996 Everest Tragedy--One
Survivor's Story can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?
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