
A Study of History, Vol. 1: Abridgement of
Volumes I-VI

By Arnold J. Toynbee

A Study of History, Vol. 1: Abridgement of Volumes I-VI By Arnold J.
Toynbee

Arnold Toynbee's A Study of History has been acknowledged as one of the
greatest achievements of modern scholarship. A ten-volume analysis of the rise
and fall of human civilizations, it is a work of breath-taking breadth and vision.
D.C. Somervell's abridgement, in two volumes, of this magnificent enterprise,
preserves the method, atmosphere, texture, and, in many instances, the very
words of the original. Originally published in 1947 and 1957, these two volumes
are themselves a great historical achievement.
Volume 1, which abridges the first six volumes of Toynbee's study, includes the
Introduction, The Geneses of Civilizations, and The Disintegrations of
Civilizations. Volume 2, an abridgement of Volumes VII-X, includes sections on
Universal States, Universal churches, Heroic Ages, Contacts Between
Civilizations in Space, Contacts Between Civilizations in Time, Law and
Freedom in History, The Prospects of the Western Civilization, and the
Conclusion.
Of Somervell's work, Toynbee wrote, "The reader now has at his command a
uniform abridgement of the whole book, made by a clear mind that has not only
mastered the contents but has entered into the writer's outlook and purpose."
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scholarship. A ten-volume analysis of the rise and fall of human civilizations, it is a work of breath-taking
breadth and vision. D.C. Somervell's abridgement, in two volumes, of this magnificent enterprise, preserves
the method, atmosphere, texture, and, in many instances, the very words of the original. Originally published
in 1947 and 1957, these two volumes are themselves a great historical achievement.
Volume 1, which abridges the first six volumes of Toynbee's study, includes the Introduction, The Geneses
of Civilizations, and The Disintegrations of Civilizations. Volume 2, an abridgement of Volumes VII-X,
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Editorial Review

Review
"Of all the books published so far in this century, the one most assured of being read a hundred years from
now is A Study of History."--Clifton Fadiman

"Somervell has performed his chosen task--a labor of love--extremely well....A remarkable achievement."--
The New York Times Book Review

"Somervell's abridgement is an amazingly accurate version of the original."--New York Herald Tribune

"If...[you] have time for only one book during this year--and the next and the next--Somervell's abridgement
of Toynbee's Study of History should be that book."--The Nation

"A veritable masterpiece of erudition and one of the most suggestive, stimulating and inspiring studies of this
age."--Los Angeles Times

From the Back Cover
Of Somervell's work, Toynbee wrote, 'The reader now has at his command a uniform abridgement of the
whole book, made by a clear mind that has not only mastered the contents but has entered into the writer's
outlook and purpose.'

About the Author

The late Arnold Toynbee was Director of Studies at the Royal Institute of International Affairs and
Research Professor of International History at the University of London and author of numerous other books,
including Mankind and Mother Earth: A Narrative History of the World.
The late D.C. Somervell was a teacher at Tonbridge School in England.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kenneth Wallace:

The feeling that you get from A Study of History, Vol. 1: Abridgement of Volumes I-VI is a more deep you
digging the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to comprehend but A Study of History, Vol. 1: Abridgement of Volumes I-VI giving
you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by
anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your
own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this A Study of History, Vol. 1: Abridgement of
Volumes I-VI instantly.



Barbara Hall:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Study of History, Vol. 1:
Abridgement of Volumes I-VI can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?

John Dumas:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book A Study of History, Vol. 1: Abridgement of Volumes
I-VI was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book A Study of History, Vol. 1:
Abridgement of Volumes I-VI has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading that.

Tanya McGaha:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
internal or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this A Study of History, Vol. 1: Abridgement of Volumes I-VI can make
you truly feel more interested to read.
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