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Diagnosed with schizophrenia in the 1950s, German writer and artist Unica Zürn
produced a wealth of remarkable textual and visual material within psychiatric
institutions across Germany and France. While Zürn is often discussed in relation
to her partner, the controversial artist Hans Bellmer, this innovative book moves
beyond the familiar model of the overlooked ‘significant other’ and re-introduces
her as a member of the French Surrealist group. This is the first monograph on
the life and work of the Unica Zürn in English. Esra Plumer presents Zürn’s life
and work in light of the artist’s individual experiences with WWII, Post-war
Surrealism and mental illness, at the same time revealing wider aspects of her
artistic practice in relation to her contemporaries. She also reveals how the
techniques of anagrams and automatism (writing and drawing methods designed
to unlock the subconscious mind) form the pillars of Zürn’s artistic creative
output, which carry her work into the wider theoretical circles of psychoanalytic
theory and post-structuralist thought.
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Zürn is often discussed in relation to her partner, the controversial artist Hans Bellmer, this innovative book
moves beyond the familiar model of the overlooked ‘significant other’ and re-introduces her as a member of
the French Surrealist group. This is the first monograph on the life and work of the Unica Zürn in English.
Esra Plumer presents Zürn’s life and work in light of the artist’s individual experiences with WWII, Post-war
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Esra Plumer completed her PhD at the University of Nottingham, on the work of Unica Zürn and her
development of the technique of automatism as an artistic strategy. She is the leading expert on the artistic
work of Zürn with an extensive background in the history of psychoanalysis and psychiatric treatment
methods. She has taught at the University of Nottingham, the European University of Lefke and The
Courtauld Institute of Art.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Georgetta Watson:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important normally. The book Unica Zürn: Art, Writing and Post-War Surrealism (International
Library of Modern and Contemporary Art) seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and
of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Unica Zürn: Art, Writing
and Post-War Surrealism (International Library of Modern and Contemporary Art) is not only giving you far
more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal
spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book Unica Zürn: Art, Writing
and Post-War Surrealism (International Library of Modern and Contemporary Art). You never sense lose out
for everything in case you read some books.

Lizzie Chandler:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Unica Zürn: Art, Writing and Post-War Surrealism
(International Library of Modern and Contemporary Art) why because the excellent cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside
or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Lillian Tobias:

This Unica Zürn: Art, Writing and Post-War Surrealism (International Library of Modern and Contemporary
Art) is great guide for you because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal
with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great
organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have
whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Unica Zürn: Art, Writing and Post-War Surrealism



(International Library of Modern and Contemporary Art) in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen
minute right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still
doubt that will?

Beth Ritchey:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading,
not only science book but novel and Unica Zürn: Art, Writing and Post-War Surrealism (International
Library of Modern and Contemporary Art) or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After
you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher
or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Unica Zürn: Art, Writing and Post-War Surrealism (International
Library of Modern and Contemporary Art) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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