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An ugly subject, but one that needs to be treated thoroughly and
comprehensively, with a discreet wit and no excessive relish. These needs are
richly satisfied in Larissa Tracy's bold and important book. -- DEREK
PEARSALL, Professor Emeritus, Harvard University.

Torture - that most notorious aspect of medieval culture and society - has evolved
into a dominant mythology, suggesting that the Middle Ages was a period during
which sadistic torment was inflicted on citizens with impunity and without
provocation: popular museums displaying such gruesome implements as the rack,
the strappado, the gridiron, the wheel, and the Iron Maiden can be found in many
modern European cities. These lurid images of medieval torture have re-emerged
within recent discussions on American foreign policy and the introduction of
torture legislation as a weapon in the "War on Terror", and raised questions about
its history and reality, particularly given its proliferation in some literary genres
and its relative absence in others.
This book challenges preconceived ideas about the prevalence of torture and
judicial brutality in medieval society by arguing that their portrayal in literature is
not mimetic. Instead, it argues that the depictions of torture and brutality
represent satire, critique and dissent; they have didactic and political functions in
opposing the status quo. Torture and brutality are intertextual literary motifs that
negotiate cultural anxieties of national identity; by situating these practices
outside their own boundaries in the realm of the barbarian "Other", medieval and
early-modern authors define themselves and their nations in opposition to them.
Works examined range from Chaucer to the Scandinavian sagas to Shakespeare,
enabling a true comparative approach to be taken.
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An ugly subject, but one that needs to be treated thoroughly and comprehensively, with a discreet wit and no
excessive relish. These needs are richly satisfied in Larissa Tracy's bold and important book. -- DEREK
PEARSALL, Professor Emeritus, Harvard University.

Torture - that most notorious aspect of medieval culture and society - has evolved into a dominant
mythology, suggesting that the Middle Ages was a period during which sadistic torment was inflicted on
citizens with impunity and without provocation: popular museums displaying such gruesome implements as
the rack, the strappado, the gridiron, the wheel, and the Iron Maiden can be found in many modern European
cities. These lurid images of medieval torture have re-emerged within recent discussions on American
foreign policy and the introduction of torture legislation as a weapon in the "War on Terror", and raised
questions about its history and reality, particularly given its proliferation in some literary genres and its
relative absence in others.
This book challenges preconceived ideas about the prevalence of torture and judicial brutality in medieval
society by arguing that their portrayal in literature is not mimetic. Instead, it argues that the depictions of
torture and brutality represent satire, critique and dissent; they have didactic and political functions in
opposing the status quo. Torture and brutality are intertextual literary motifs that negotiate cultural anxieties
of national identity; by situating these practices outside their own boundaries in the realm of the barbarian
"Other", medieval and early-modern authors define themselves and their nations in opposition to them.
Works examined range from Chaucer to the Scandinavian sagas to Shakespeare, enabling a true comparative
approach to be taken.
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Editorial Review

Review
Tracy's insights regarding writers' (often specious) rejections of torture as belonging to an alienated past, a
pagan oppressor or a foreign enemy, serve as a timely rejoinder to the ways in which we do exactly the same,
in labelling as 'medieval' the brutality that characterizes societies and governments now just as it did then. --
Review of English Studies

[T]he ambitious scope of this project is impressive and laudable. [...] a truly impressive [book] in the range
of its historical and geographic coverage. --The Medieval Review

Tracy's in-depth study historicizes torture, demonstrating that, as a rare topos of medieval literature, it
predominantly articulated a distrust and rejection of violent judicial practices. Whatever its impact on
modern-day detractors of medieval civilization may be, this argument should become part of medievalists'
further reflection on the place and meaning of cruelty in the Middle Ages. --Speculum

About the Author
Larissa Tracy is Associate Professor, Longwood University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Colleen Thompson:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Torture and Brutality in Medieval
Literature: Negotiations of National Identity book because book offers you rich information and knowledge.
Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Lola Taylor:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Torture and Brutality in
Medieval Literature: Negotiations of National Identity that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being
success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Torture and Brutality in Medieval Literature: Negotiations of National Identity become your own personal
starter.



Sarah Winship:

The book untitled Torture and Brutality in Medieval Literature: Negotiations of National Identity contain a
lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward
all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author.
The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can
please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Natalie Althoff:

This Torture and Brutality in Medieval Literature: Negotiations of National Identity is brand-new way for
you who has fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into
it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Torture and Brutality in Medieval Literature: Negotiations of National Identity can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that
in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a
book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the
idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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