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Just what is the special ability that sets great chess players apart from other men
has long been atopic of intense speculation. Unfortunately, very little scientific
work has been clone on the question. The mgjor stumbling block has been that
psychol ogists who have worked on the question, like Binet. have not been first-
rank chess players and so have not had direct access to the mental processes
involved in grandmaster chess. On the other hand, chess players are not usually
first-rate psychologists. There is one important exception to this rule-a man who
has produced a remarkable book in this area. Thisis Dr. Reuben Fine, one of the
great chess players of this century (he has played on equal terms with Botvinnik,
Reshevsky, Smyslov, and others) and a qualified psychoanalyst. Dr. Fine has
called upon his own understanding of chess processes and his unrivaled contacts
in the chess world in this attempt to analyze both the game of chessitself and its
peculiar appeals, particularly to male players as opposed to females, to isolate its
inner meaning, and to categorize and understand the special combination of
characteristics that make tip a chess champion. Some of the great players studied
here, such as Lasker, Capablanca, and Botvinnik, Dr. Fine has known, both in
terms of chess and as personalities. He discusses other great players of the past,
Staunton, Andersen, Morphy, as their personalities are revealed in books,
articles, and legends that have grown up about them. The result is an unexpected
synthesis, far from a simplistic answer to the basic question, which describes
what these men did and did not have in common. All in all. Dr. Fine's searching
analyses make an absorbing book-brilliantly written, sometimes controversial,
always stimulating.
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stumbling block has been that psychol ogists who have worked on the question, like Binet. have not been
first-rank chess players and so have not had direct access to the mental processes involved in grandmaster
chess. On the other hand, chess players are not usually first-rate psychologists. There is one important
exception to this rule-a man who has produced a remarkable book in this area. Thisis Dr. Reuben Fine, one
of the great chess players of this century (he has played on equal terms with Botvinnik, Reshevsky, Smyslov,
and others) and a qualified psychoanalyst. Dr. Fine has called upon his own understanding of chess processes
and his unrivaled contacts in the chess world in this attempt to analyze both the game of chessitself and its
peculiar appedls, particularly to male players as opposed to females, to isolate its inner meaning, and to
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of the great players studied here, such as Lasker, Capablanca, and Botvinnik, Dr. Fine has known, both in
terms of chess and as personalities. He discusses other great players of the past, Staunton, Andersen,
Morphy, as their personalities are revealed in books, articles, and legends that have grown up about them.
Theresult is an unexpected synthesis, far from a simplistic answer to the basic question, which describes
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Reuben Fine (born October 11, 1914 - died March 26, 1993) was one of the strongest chess playersin the
world from the mid 1930s through the 1940s, an International Grandmaster, psychologist and author of
books on both chess and psychology. Fine won five medals (four gold) in three chess Olympiads. Fine won
the U.S. Open Chess Championship all seven times he entered (1932, 1933, 1934, 1935, 1939, 1940, 1941).
He was the author of several chess books that are still popular today, including important books on the chess
endgame, opening, and middlegame. He earned a bachel or's degree from the City College of New York in
1932. After World War 1, he earned his doctorate in psychology, and wrote many successful booksin that
field aswell. Although he was regarded as a serious contender for the World Chess Championship, he
declined hisinvitation to participate in the six-player 1948 match-tournament to determine the World
Champion.

Reuben Fine (born October 11, 1914 — died March 26, 1993) was a chess grandmaster and one of the
strongest chess playersin the world. He tied with Paul Keresfor first in the great tournament of AVRO 1938,
the strongest chess tournament ever played and a tournament that was supposed to determine a challenger for
the World Chess Championship. However, World War 1l intervened. Fine is rated as the number one player
in the world on the Chessmetrics rating list for October 1940.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mamie Crossett:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students asthey are still students or that for al peoplein the world,
the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't desire
do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book The Psychology of the Chess Player. All
type of book isit possible to see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social
media.

Johnny Cahill:

The guide with title The Psychology of the Chess Player has alot of information that you can find out it. You
can get alot of gain after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world now. That isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement of
the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book on your own
smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Betty Dunham:

Exactly why? Because this The Psychology of the Chess Player is an unordinary book that the inside of the



reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of
benefits than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still
want to postpone having that book? If | ended up you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Hoyt Knapp:

This The Psychology of the Chess Player is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
specific book revedl it facts accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only offersyou
straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The
Psychology of the Chess Player in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous asingle. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this
reserve aready do that. So, thisis good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?
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