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This book tellsthe history of the French Renaissance through the lives of its most
prominent queens and mistresses, beginning with Agnés Sorel, thefirst officially
recognized royal mistressin 1444; including Anne of Brittany, Catherine de
Medici, Anne Pisseleu, Diane de Poitiers, and Marguerite de Vaois, anong
others; and concluding with Gabrielle d’ Estrées, Henry 1V’ s powerful mistress
during the 1590s.

Wellman shows that women in both roles—queen and mistress—enjoyed great
influence over French politics and culture, not to mention over the powerful men
with whom they were involved. The book also addresses the enduring mythol ogy
surrounding these women, relating captivating tales that uncover much about
Renaissance modes of argument, symbols, and values, as well as our own
modern preoccupations.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Queens and Mistresses of Renaissance France is an important book. . . . Thetopic istimely, important, and
will draw awide audience of scholars and non-specialists with an interest in Renaissance France.”—Deborah
Losse, Arizona State University
(Deborah Losse)

"Wellman achieves that rare mix of the scholarly and accessible while making a compelling case for queens
and mistresses as crucia facets of the political and artistic development of Renaissance France."—Katherine
Crawford, Vanderbilt University

(Katherine Crawford)

"Queens and Mistresses of Renaissance France is a scholarly but accessible account of the most powerful
women ever to sway the French monarchy. Thanks to Wellman's vivid portraits, we see French royal women
certainly 'had' a Renaissance."—Kathryn Norberg, University of California, Los Angeles

(Kate Norberg)

“An exceedingly complex dynastic period is made comprehensible and compelling.”—Library Journal
(Library Journal)

“Wellman renders comprehensible the gender relations and emotional expectations of the nobility in early
modern France in ways most narrative textbooks cannot.” —Choice
(Choice)

“...Wellman has succeeded in demonstrating how crucia these women were in shaping court culture, the
visual arts, and palitics, thus being able to argue that women did have a Renaissance.” —I sabel dos
Duimaraes S, Universidade do Minho

(Isabel dos Guimaraes Sa)

About the Author

Kathleen Wellman is Dedman Family Distinguished Professor and chair of the Clements Department of
History at Southern Methodist University in Dallas, TX.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rodney Wilson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Queens and Mistresses of Renaissance France.



Try to make book Queens and Mistresses of Renaissance France as your friend. It means that it can to
become your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Marco Roy:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Queens and
Mistresses of Renaissance France suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era.
Often the book untitled Queens and Mistresses of Renaissance Franceis the main one of several books that
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read
this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their
strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book
will giveyou alot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this
book.

Patricia Howard:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Queens and Mistresses of Renaissance France
was colourful and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Queens and Mistresses of
Renaissance France has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of
book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in
your case and try to like reading in which.

Elijah McWhorter:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the book Queens and Mistresses of Renaissance France to
make your own reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when
you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about
book and examining especialy. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and go
through it. Beside that the publication Queens and Mistresses of Renaissance France can to be your brand-
new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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