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From the Roman Emperor Julian, who waxed rhapsodic about Parisian wine and
figs, to Henry Miller, who relished its seductive bohemia, Paris has been a
perennial source of fascination for 2,000 years. In this definitive and illuminating
history, Colin Jones walks us through the city that was a plague-infested charnel
house during the Middle Ages, the bloody epicenter of the French Revolution,
the muse of nineteenth-century Impressionist painters, and much more. Jones's
masterful narrative is enhanced by numerous photographs and feature boxes—on
the Bastille or Josephine Baker, for instance—that complete a colorful and
comprehensive portrait of a place that has endured Vikings, Black Death, and the
Nazisto emerge as the heart of aresurgent Europe. Thisis athrilling companion
for history buffs and backpack, or armchair, travelers alike.
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From the Roman Emperor Julian, who waxed rhapsodic about Parisian wine and figs, to Henry Miller, who
relished its seductive bohemia, Paris has been a perennia source of fascination for 2,000 years. In this
definitive and illuminating history, Colin Jones walks us through the city that was a plague-infested charnel
house during the Middle Ages, the bloody epicenter of the French Revolution, the muse of nineteenth-
century Impressionist painters, and much more. Jones's masterful narrative is enhanced by numerous
photographs and feature boxes—on the Bastille or Josephine Baker, for instance—that complete a colorful
and comprehensive portrait of aplace that has endured Vikings, Black Death, and the Nazisto emerge as the
heart of aresurgent Europe. Thisis athrilling companion for history buffs and backpack, or armchair,
travelersalike.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Starred Review. Jones, a historian at Britain's University of Warwick, has written a remarkable account of
the most celebrated city in the world that blends history, literary sensibility and experience in an understated,
affectionate but not sentimental voice. Moving from prehistoric tribal habitation through Roman times,
medieval uncertainty and splendor, early modern religious wars, Enlightenment, revolution, and two world
wars, Jones examines how rulers, economy, religion and violence have shaped the city. With a concrete
sense of place, he evokes the layering of history revealed in the monuments and less visible remnants of the
past. While one might deplore the loss of an earlier Paris in wartime ravages and the triumphs and failures of
city planning (especially under the infamous Haussmann), one begins to sense that the extent to which the
city has been built, embellished, demolished and rebuilt contributesto its vibrancy. Boxed insertsin each
chapter that elaborate on locations and themes at first seem awkwardly placed, but their worth in tying
together time and place quickly becomes clear: now-hidden rivers and city walls, a barely recognizable
Roman amphitheater, the evolution of restaurants and numerous other sites and topics emerge. The poetry of
place established in the early chaptersis occasionally overwhelmed by the intensive detail of later time
periods, but anyone who loves Paris will find connections and revelations here, a Paris of the mind that
resonates through the centuries. B&w illus. (On sale Apr. 25)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

As comprehensive in detail and scope as a one-volume history of an ages-old city can comfortably be, but
written with a decidedly scholarly tone, this "biography” will find its audience among history aficionados
and ardent travelers unafraid to make a significant commitment to reading time and concentration. Logically,
Jones relates the history of Parisin achronological narrative. Augmenting his presentation are frequent
"feature boxes," which are sidebars that tackle in more depth certain ancillary but definitely relevant topics,
including Robert de Sorbon, founder of the great university; famous letter-writer Madame de Sevigne; and
the neighborhood called the Marais. From the city known as L utetia to the ancient Romans, to its status as a
major urban center by the twelfth century, to its establishment as the permanent seat of the French monarchy,
to its unseating when Louis X1V moved to Versadilles, and then beyond, the story of Parisis made both
graphic and distinctive. Brad Hooper

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

From the Back Cover

"Fascinating. An embarrassment of riches. One wantsto visit—or revisit—Paris armed with this new
knowledge and enrichment."

—The Christian Science Monitor

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Eloisa Hurd:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

new book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every day to
reading areserve. The book Paris: The Biography of a City it israther good to read. There are alot of people
who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQore easily to read this book through your smart
phone. The priceis not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Jennifer Bell:

People livein this new time of lifestyle aways aim to and must have the extratime or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely of course. Peopleis human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is usually Paris: The Biography of a City.

Helen McClain:

This Paris: The Biography of a City is great reserve for you because the content which is full of information
for you who else aways deal with world and aso have to make decision every minute. This specific book
reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Paris: The Biography
of a City in your hand like having the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous one. We can say that
no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So, itis
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

ArleneMiller:

Y ou may get this Paris: The Biography of a City by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern eralike now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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