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For months the sun has burned down on Lila's Kenyan village. It is too hot to
gather firewood, too hot to weed the garden, even too hot to milk the cow.
Without rain the well will run dry and the crops will fail. Lila is so worried that
when her grandfather whispers to her the secret of rain, she decides to go and talk
to the sky herself. How Lila saves the village by telling the sky the saddest thing
she knows is told in David Conway's elegant and spare prose style, which is
complemented perfectly by Jude Daly's beautiful and poignant illustrations.
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For months the sun has burned down on Lila's Kenyan village. It is too hot to gather firewood, too hot to
weed the garden, even too hot to milk the cow. Without rain the well will run dry and the crops will fail. Lila
is so worried that when her grandfather whispers to her the secret of rain, she decides to go and talk to the
sky herself. How Lila saves the village by telling the sky the saddest thing she knows is told in David
Conway's elegant and spare prose style, which is complemented perfectly by Jude Daly's beautiful and
poignant illustrations.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
PreSchool-Grade 3—For weeks the burning sun has been beating down on a small village in Kenya. No one
is gathering firewood and no one is milking the cows. The water well has dried up and the crops are
perishing. One evening, Lila overhears her grandfather tell a story about a man who climbed to the top of a
mountain and told the sky the saddest things he could think of. The sky began to cry and the much-needed
rain fell. The next morning, she sets out to find a mountain and talk to the sky. The rain starts falling soon
after she pours her heart out, and "each raindrop felt like one of her mama's kisses." Lila and her grandfather
keep the secret of how it came to rain to themselves. This quiet story offers inspiration and hope. Readers
will sigh with relief to see the rain and will cheer with the villagers as they celebrate. The illustrations are
quite lovely. A huge orange sun in a brilliant blue sky dominates most pages. The prominence of the brown
baked earth intensifies the unwanted result of the lack of rain. Villagers and animals alike are stick thin. This
story will work well both as a read-aloud and for sharing one-on-one.—Wendy Woodfill, Hennepin County
Library, Minnetonka, MN
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
By following her grandfather’s instructions (climb the highest mountain and tell the sky the saddest thing
you know), a small girl hopes to end the devastating drought in her Kenyan village. When she reaches the
mountain peak, she recounts her own sad memories, but nothing changes. It’s only when she describes the
loss the drought is bringing to her people that the “crying sky” lets loose a lightning storm and “tears of
rain.” Accompanying the spare poetic words, Daly’s spacious acrylic folk art pictures the dry countryside,
with the huge sun at the center of every illustration; the girl on her long journey up the silent mountain; and,
finally, the dramatic flash of lightning, the touch of raindrops, and the village celebration. Using magic
rooted in realism, the author tells the poignant story of one child who saves her world. Preschool-Grade 2. --
Hazel Rochman

Review
This is a remarkably beautiful picture story book. The quietly poetic nature of the prose is magically
enhanced by the brilliantly atmospheric and quietly moving illustrations. As with all the best of books for
young children, it has the power to speak loudly to readers right across the human age range. --School
Library Journal

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Doris Geer:

This Lila and the Secret of Rain are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
key reason why of this Lila and the Secret of Rain can be among the great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in
the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Lila and the Secret of Rain giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Leona Ferretti:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this Lila and the Secret of Rain, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve.
Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Charles Holland:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Lila and the Secret of Rain why because the excellent
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content
will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.

Jose Enriquez:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Lila and the Secret of Rain can be the
response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in
this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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