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Before the Renaissance and Reformation, holy images were treated not as
"art" but as objects of veneration which possessed the tangible presence
of the Holy. In this magisterial book, Hans Belting traces the long

history of the sacral image and its changing role in European culture.
Likeness and Presence looks at the beliefs, superstitions, hopes,

and fears that come into play as people handle and respond to sacred
images, and presents a compelling interpretation of the place of the
image in Western history.

"A rarity within its genre—an art-historical analysis of iconography
whichisitself iconoclastic. . . . One of the most intellectually
exciting and historically grounded interpretations of Christian
iconography.” —Graham Howes, Times Literary Supplement

"Likeness and Presence offers the best source to survey the facts of
what European Christians put in their churches. . . . Animpressively
detailed contextual analysis of medieval objects." —Robin Cormack,
New York Times Book Review

"I cannot begin to describe the richness or the imaginative grandeur of
Hans Belting'sbook. . . . It isawork that anyone interested in art,

or in the history of thought about art, should regard as urgent reading.
It is atremendous achievement."—Arthur C. Danto, New Republic
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

Theicon, arepresentation of an early saint or religious personality, has acomplex history. Belting, a
professor of art history at the University of Munich who has authored several books on art history (e.g.,
Image & Its Public in the Middle Ages, Caratzas, 1989), focuses not on the art but the application and
interpretation of the icon, offering a detailed examination of itsusein early Christianity. The scholarship is
excellent, but the book is not for the casual reader. The writing is complicated and difficult to follow, with an
in-depth understanding of early Christian history assumed. The notes and appendix include pertinent quotes
from medieval theologians. Recommended only for large academic libraries or specia collections.
(IMustrations and index not seen.)-Karen Ellis, Baldwin Boettcher Lib., Humble, Tex.

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"I cannot begin to describe the richness or the imaginative grandeur of Hans Belting's book. . . . It isawork
that anyone interested in art, or in the history of thought about art, should regard as urgent reading. It isa
tremendous achievement.”

(Arthur C. Danto The New Republic)

" An opus magnum, one of those works of art history that can be counted among the books of the decade.”
(Oskar Batschmann Neue Zircher Zeitung)

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: German

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Joseph Anderson:

Now aday folks who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each datathey get. How individualsto be smart in
receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at abook can help
individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Likeness and Presence: A History of the
Image before the Era of Art book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the datain this
book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

William Boehme:

The knowledge that you get from Likeness and Presence: A History of the Image before the Era of Art could
be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Likeness and Presence: A History of the



Image before the Era of Art giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this guide iswell-
known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makesiit
easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest
you for having this particular Likeness and Presence: A History of the Image before the Era of Art instantly.

Victoria Schwan:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
aright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Likeness and
Presence: A History of the Image before the Eraof Art which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's view.

Earl Casey:

As astudent exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students fedl that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictureson there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore, this Likeness and Presence: A History of the Image before the Era of Art can make you feel more
interested to read.
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