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From early in the Civil War, the Sea Islands of South Carolina set the stage for
an exciting experiment in freedpeople's independence. Lowcountry South
Carolina is particularly significant, not only for its aristocratic planters and its
high profile in the secession, but for the degree of autonomy that the slaves
acquired during seasons of absentee proprietorship. No place ever came closer to
realizing the dream of Forty Acres and a Mule than this region, and consequently
no place saw more vigorous struggles over land possession. Proving to the world
their abilities to purchase lands, to organize cooperatives, and to participate in
political parties, the African Americans of the lowcountry forged and fought for
their own agrarian dreams.

A highlight of Sea Island history was the Port Royal Experiment, when northern
volunteer missionaries provided education to freedpeople, and General Rufus
Saxton actively initiated Sherman's Field Orders commandeering the coast for
African American homesteaders. When freedom gave them the chance, this
group embraced education and democratic self-rule with abilities that even their
supporters underestimated. This is the true story of their triumphs and failures in
the struggle to claim the lands on which their forefathers toiled and died.
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aristocratic planters and its high profile in the secession, but for the degree of autonomy that the slaves
acquired during seasons of absentee proprietorship. No place ever came closer to realizing the dream of
Forty Acres and a Mule than this region, and consequently no place saw more vigorous struggles over land
possession. Proving to the world their abilities to purchase lands, to organize cooperatives, and to participate
in political parties, the African Americans of the lowcountry forged and fought for their own agrarian
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A highlight of Sea Island history was the Port Royal Experiment, when northern volunteer missionaries
provided education to freedpeople, and General Rufus Saxton actively initiated Sherman's Field Orders
commandeering the coast for African American homesteaders. When freedom gave them the chance, this
group embraced education and democratic self-rule with abilities that even their supporters underestimated.
This is the true story of their triumphs and failures in the struggle to claim the lands on which their
forefathers toiled and died.
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Editorial Review

Review
"[A] lively read and should be purchased by all libraries with collections on African American history and
Reconstruction. Recommended. Lower-division undergraduates and above." - Choice

"Demonstrating solid research and sound conclusions, Harvesting Freedom makes an important contribution
to the scholarship concerning the African American quest for land in Civil War- and Reconstruction-era
South Carolina. . . . [T]his fine work clearly illustrates how blacks on the Sea Islands marched to the beat of
a different drummer." - The South Carolina Historical Magazine

"[L]ocal illustration of freedpeoples' fitness for freedom constitutes the historical significance of Harvesting
Freedom for Reconstruction scholarship. . . . [V]ery well argued, organized, and documented." - Civil War
Book Review

About the Author

Akiko Ochiai is associate professor of American history at Tohoku University, Sendai, Japan, specializing
in African-American history and culture. A graduate of Tsuda College, she received an MA from the
University of Iowa and a PhD in American History from Tsukuba University. In addition to numerous
articles in Japanese, her English articles appear in the New England Quarterly, Soundings, The Griot, and
The Journal of American and Canadian Studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Ybarra:

The guide with title Harvesting Freedom: African American Agrarianism in Civil War Era South Carolina
(Contributions in American History) has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of
help after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read
the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Don Numbers:

Typically the book Harvesting Freedom: African American Agrarianism in Civil War Era South Carolina
(Contributions in American History) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some
research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
scanning this book.



David Hosford:

You can get this Harvesting Freedom: African American Agrarianism in Civil War Era South Carolina
(Contributions in American History) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might
to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not
only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the
modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

James Ojeda:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that filled update of news.
In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Harvesting Freedom: African American Agrarianism in Civil War Era South Carolina
(Contributions in American History) when you required it?
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