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Some of the brightest minds in science have passed through the halls of the
California Institute of Technology. In the early 1980s, Leonard Mlodinow joined
their ranks to begin a postdoctoral fellowship. Afraid he was not smart enough to
be there, despite his groundbreaking Ph.D. thesis, he took his insecurities to
Richard Feynman, Caltech’s intimidating resident genius and iconoclast. So
began a pivotal year in a young man’s life. Though a series of fascinating
exchanges, Mlodinow and Feynman delve into the nature of science, creativity,
love mathematics, happiness, God, art, pleasures and ambition, producing a
moving portrait of a friendship and an affecting account of Feynman’s final
creative years.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The late Nobel laureate Richard Feynman has been virtually canonized as the People's Physicist-an earthy,
bongo-playing free spirit who delighted in puncturing the pomposity of the establishment. In this memoir, by
ex-physicist and Star Trek writer Mlodinow, of a stint as a post-doctoral colleague of Feynman's at Caltech,
the aging physicist still cracks wise, crashes parties, works on his physics at a strip joint and needles stuffed-
shirt academics. Mlodinow was something of a Feynman-esque character himself-he liked to smoke pot with
the garbage man next door and was working on a screenplay-so he turned to the older scientist for life
lessons. And that's where this otherwise engaging book goes wrong, because, truth be told, Feynman was at
his best only when talking about physics. Mlodinow taped many of their conversations, and transcribes them
at length here, to the book's detriment. Feynman holds forth on the creative process, art and modern novels
("The few that I've looked at, I can't stand them"), but as far as insights go, platitudes like "Remember, it's
supposed to be fun" (a thought inspired by the titular rainbow) are about as good as it gets. Fortunately,
Mlodinow's accessible style manages to convey Feynman's cantankerous appeal as well as some of the
weirdness of theoretical physics without overtaxing lay readers, while his deft, funny, novelistic portraits of
its practitioners, like the (as portrayed here) toweringly pretentious and touchingly human Nobelist Murray
Gell-Mann, bring this seemingly gray sub-culture to vivid life.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
“An accessible portrait of a brilliant man.” —Stephen Hawking, author of A Brief History of Time

“A very unusual memoir of a very unusual author’s revealing encounters with a very human legend.” —The
Dallas Morning News

“This is a sweetly entertaining book about the weird, but engaging, world of physics. . . . Young scientists
will find solace and perhaps inspiration here.” —American Scientist
 
“Mlodinow’s tribute to the man is set against an amusing, nicely drawn backdrop of campus life, and fleshed
out with a very readable account of string theory, which developed into the most promising breakthrough of
the century in theoretical physics.” —The Independent (London)
 
“Mlodinow’s accessible style manages to convey Feynman’s cantankerous appeal as well as some of the
weirdness of theoretical physics without overtaxing lay readers, while his deft, funny, novelistic portraits of
its practitioners . . . bring this seemingly gray sub-culture to vivid life.” —Publishers Weekly
 
“An exhilarating book . . . one that reflects the radiance of its subject and so warms as it instructs.” —David
Berlinski, author of One, Two, Three: Absolutely Elementary Mathematics
 
“Mlodinow thinks in equations but explains in anecdote, simile, and occasional bursts of neon. . . . The
results are mind-bending.” —Fortune

About the Author
LEONARD MLODINOW received his Ph.D. in theoretical physics from the University of California,
Berkeley, was an Alexander von Humboldt Fellow at the Max Planck Institute, and was on the faculty of the



California Institute of Technology. His previous books include the best sellers Subliminal  (winner of the
PEN/E. O. Wilson Award), War of the Worldviews (with Deepak Chopra), The Grand Design(with Stephen
Hawking), and The Drunkard’s Walk: How Randomness Rules Our Lives (a New York Times Notable Book),
as well as Euclid’s Window. He also wrote for the television series MacGyver and Star Trek: The Next
Generation.
 
 www.leonardmlodinow.com

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Madeline Pastrana:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Feynman's Rainbow: A Search for Beauty in
Physics and in Life. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about
how is important a new book Feynman's Rainbow: A Search for Beauty in Physics and in Life. You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Martin Thomas:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Feynman's Rainbow: A Search for Beauty
in Physics and in Life. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Robert Bowser:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could
be taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage
for you. All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Feynman's Rainbow: A Search for Beauty
in Physics and in Life as the daily resource information.

Cheryl Crockett:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source in which filled



update of news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just searching for the Feynman's Rainbow: A Search for Beauty in Physics and in Life when
you essential it?
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