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Tagalog is alanguage spoken by twenty-two million people in the Philippines.
Diwatais a Tagalog term meaning "muse." Diwatais also aterm for amythical
being who resides in nature, and who human communities must acknowledge,
respect, and appease in order to live harmoniously in thisworld.

In her book Diwata, Barbara Jane Reyes frames her poems between the Book of
Genesis creation story and the Tagalog creation myth, placing her work
somewhere culturally between both traditions. Also setting the tone for her
poemsis the death and large shadow cast by her grandfather, a World War 11
veteran and Bataan Death March survivor, who has passed onto her the
responsibility of remembering. Reyes voice is grounded in her community's
traditions and histories, despite war and geographical dislocation.

From " Estuary 2"

She was born with fins and fishtail,
A quick blade slicing water.

She was her father's mermaid child,
Ariver demon, elders said.

She mimicked her cetaceous brothers,
Abalone diving bluest depths.

She polished smooth her brothers masks,
Inlaid nacre half moon eyes.

Shelit oak pyres and bade the wind
A whispered requiem.

Barbara Jane Reyes is author of two previous poetry collections including
Poeta en San Francisco, which was awarded the 2005 James Laughlin Award
from the Academy of American Poets. She was born in Manilaand raised in the
San Francisco Bay Area. She works as adjunct professor in Philippine studies at
the University of San Francisco.
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From National Book Critics Circle;

“Diwata as a mythol ogical invocation takes the reader back to pre-colonial
Philippines when the belief in these god and goddesses shaped the everyday lives
on the Southeast Asian archipelago. They have how become your muses as you
reach toward this cultural legacy to shape a distinct postmodern poeticsin which
you don’t simply erase colonial history- you build with that narrative as well."
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Tagalog is alanguage spoken by twenty-two million people in the Philippines. Diwatais a Tagalog term
meaning "muse." Diwatais also aterm for a mythical being who resides in nature, and who human
communities must acknowledge, respect, and appease in order to live harmoniously in thisworld.

In her book Diwata, Barbara Jane Reyes frames her poems between the Book of Genesis creation story and
the Tagalog creation myth, placing her work somewhere culturally between both traditions. Also setting the
tone for her poems is the death and large shadow cast by her grandfather, aWorld War 1l veteran and Bataan
Death March survivor, who has passed onto her the responsibility of remembering. Reyes' voiceis grounded
in her community's traditions and histories, despite war and geographical dislocation.

From " Estuary 2"

She was born with fins and fishtail,
A quick blade slicing water.

She was her father's mermaid child,
Ariver demon, elders said.

She mimicked her cetaceous brothers,
Abalone diving bluest depths.

She polished smooth her brothers masks,
Inlaid nacre half moon eyes.

She lit oak pyres and bade the wind
A whispered reguiem.

Barbara Jane Reyesis author of two previous poetry collections including Poeta en San Francisco, which
was awarded the 2005 James Laughlin Award from the Academy of American Poets. She was bornin
Manila and raised in the San Francisco Bay Area. She works as adjunct professor in Philippine studies at the
University of San Francisco.

From National Book Critics Circle:

“Diwata as a mythol ogical invocation takes the reader back to pre-colonia Philippines when the belief in
these god and goddesses shaped the everyday lives on the Southeast Asian archipelago. They have now
become your muses as you reach toward this cultural legacy to shape a distinct postmodern poeticsin which
you don’t simply erase colonia history- you build with that narrative as well."
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Editorial Review

Review

"We are offered Reyes own version of ora history, the history of her split heritage, the story of survival, and
myths of Reyes own creation that add an additional emtional truth despite their deliberate inaccuracy. We
leave this book both shellshocked and empowered, reborn and rib—torn."

? Coal Hill Review

"These retellings of myths and folk tales become a modality through which ahistory is rendered into history,
history itself isinvestigated, and variations of diwatas, their quarries, and their hunters are revealed as
inhabiting multiple narrative, linguistic, and cultural sites.”

? Lantern Review

"Triumphant and plaintive, Diwata is aliving document, offering both succor and claws.”
? Rain Taxi

"Myth and story, telling and retelling, the claiming of an indigenous history and also a dislocation from that
history form athematic crux in this gorgeous text..."
? American Poet

"We are offered Reyes own version of ora history, the history of her split heritage, the story of survival, and
myths of Reyes own creation that add an additional emtional truth despite their deliberate inaccuracy. We
leave this book both shellshocked and empowered, reborn and rib—torn."

— Coal Hill Review

"These retellings of myths and folk tales become a modality through which ahistory is rendered into history,
history itself isinvestigated, and variations of diwatas, their quarries, and their hunters are revealed as
inhabiting multiple narrative, linguistic, and cultural sites."

— Lantern Review

"Triumphant and plaintive, Diwata is aliving document, offering both succor and claws."
— Rain Taxi

"Myth and story, telling and retelling, the claiming of an indigenous history and also a dislocation from that
history form athematic crux in this gorgeous text..."
— American Poet

About the Author

Barbara Jane Reyes: Barbara Jane Reyes was born in Manila, Philippines and raised in the San Francisco
Bay Area. Shereceived her undergraduate education at UC Berkeley, and her MFA at San Francisco State
University. Sheisthe author of Gravities of Center (Arkipelago, 2003) and Poeta en San Francisco (Tinfish,
2005), for which she received the James Laughlin Award of the Academy of American Poets.



Reyesis arecent Pushcart Prize nominee, and her work has appeared or is forthcoming in numerous
publications, including 2nd Avenue Poetry, Asian Pacific American Journal, Boxcar Poetry Review, Chain,
Crate, Interlope, New American Writing, Nocturnes Review, North American Review, Notre Dame Review,
Parthenon West Review, Shampoo Poetry, Tinfish, Versal, aswell asin the anthologies Babaylan (Aunt
Lute, 2000), Eros Pinoy (Anvil, 2001), InvAsian: Asian Sisters Represent (Study Center Press, 2003), Going
Home to a Landscape (Calyx, 2003), Coloring Book (Rattlecat, 2003), Not Home But Here (Anvil, 2003),
Pinoy Poetics (Meritage, 2004), Asian Americans in the San Francisco Bay Area (Avalon Publishing, 2004),
100 Love Poems: Philippine Love Poetry Since 1905 (University of the Philippines Press, 2004), The
Lambda Award finalist Red Light: Superheroes, Saints and Sluts (Arsenal Pulp, 2005), Graphic Poetry
(Victionary, 2005), The First Hay(na)ku Anthology (Meritage, 2005). Sheisa Visiting Assistant Professor of
Creative Writing at Mills College, and she lives with her husband, the poet Oscar Bermeo, in Oakland, CA.
Her website is: http://barbarajanereyes.com

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michael Gibson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Diwata (American Poets Continuum). Try to make book Diwata
(American Poets Continuum) as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Zola Campbell:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the erawhich is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Diwata (American
Poets Continuum) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Lane James:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which isin the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take Diwata (American Poets Continuum) as your daily resource
information.



Jose Johnson:

This Diwata (American Poets Continuum) is great book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular
book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Diwata
(American Poets Continuum) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous
just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve
already do that. So , thisreadlly is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that
will?
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