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Flannery O'Connor's haunting first novel of faith, false prophets, and
redemptive wisdom
Wise Blood, Flannery O'Connor's astonishing and haunting first novel, is a classic
of twentieth-century literature. It is the story of Hazel Motes, a twenty-two-year-
old caught in an unending struggle against his inborn, desperate fate. He falls
under the spell of a "blind" street preacher named Asa Hawks and his degenerate
fifteen-year-old daughter, Sabbath Lily. In an ironic, malicious gesture of his
own non-faith, and to prove himself a greater cynic than Hawks, Motes founds
the Church Without Christ, but is still thwarted in his efforts to lose God. He
meets Enoch Emery, a young man with "wise blood," who leads him to a
mummified holy child and whose crazy maneuvers are a manifestation of Motes's
existential struggles. This tale of redemption, retribution, false prophets,
blindness, blindings, and wisdom gives us one of the most riveting characters in
American fiction.
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Wise Blood, Flannery O'Connor's astonishing and haunting first novel, is a classic of twentieth-century
literature. It is the story of Hazel Motes, a twenty-two-year-old caught in an unending struggle against his
inborn, desperate fate. He falls under the spell of a "blind" street preacher named Asa Hawks and his
degenerate fifteen-year-old daughter, Sabbath Lily. In an ironic, malicious gesture of his own non-faith, and
to prove himself a greater cynic than Hawks, Motes founds the Church Without Christ, but is still thwarted in
his efforts to lose God. He meets Enoch Emery, a young man with "wise blood," who leads him to a
mummified holy child and whose crazy maneuvers are a manifestation of Motes's existential struggles. This
tale of redemption, retribution, false prophets, blindness, blindings, and wisdom gives us one of the most
riveting characters in American fiction.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Wise Blood is a comedy with a fierce, Old Testament soul. Flannery O'Connor has no truck with such
newfangled notions as psychology. Driven by forces outside their control, her characters are as one-
dimensional--and mysterious--as figures on a frieze. Hazel Motes, for instance, has the temperament of a
martyr, even though he spends most of the book trying to get God to go away. As a child he's convinced that
"the way to avoid Jesus was to avoid sin." When that doesn't work, and when he returns from Korea
determined "to be converted to nothing instead of evil," he still can't go anywhere without being mistaken for
a preacher. (Not that the hat and shiny glare-blue suit help.) No matter what Hazel does, Jesus moves "from
tree to tree in the back of his mind, a wild ragged figure motioning him to turn around and come off into the
dark..."

Adrift after four years in the service, Hazel takes a train to the city of Taulkinham, buys himself a "rat-
colored car," and sets about preaching on street corners for the Church Without Christ, "where the blind don't
see and the lame don't walk and what's dead stays that way." Along the way he meets Enoch Emery, who's
only 18 years old but already works for the city, as well the blind preacher Asa Hawks and his illegitimate
daughter, Sabbath Lily. (Her letter to an advice column: "Dear Mary, I am a bastard and a bastard shall not
enter the kingdom of heaven as we all know, but I have this personality that makes boys follow me. Do you
think I should neck or not?") Subsequent events involve a desiccated, centuries-old dwarf--Gonga the Giant
Jungle Monarch--and Hazel's nemesis, Hoover Shoats, who starts the rival Church of Christ Without Christ.
If you think these events don't end happily, you might be right.

Wise Blood is a savage satire of America's secular, commercial culture, as well as the humanism it holds so
dear ("Dear Sabbath," Mary Brittle writes back, "Light necking is acceptable, but I think your real problem is
one of adjustment to the modern world. Perhaps you ought to re-examine your religious values to see if they
meet your needs in Life.") But the book's ultimate purpose is Religious, with a capital R--no metaphors, no
allusions, just the thing itself in all its fierce glory. When Hazel whispers "I'm not clean," for instance,
O'Connor thinks he is perfectly right. For readers unaccustomed to holding low comedy and high seriousness
in their heads at the same time, all this can come as something of a shock. Who else could offer an allegory
about free will, redemption, and original sin right alongside the more elemental pleasure of witnessing Enoch
Emery dress up in a gorilla suit? Nobody else, that's who. And that's OK. More than one Flannery O'Connor
in this world might show us more truth than we could bear. --Mary Park

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Bronson Pinchot turns in a virtuosic performance of O'Connor's darkly comic classic first
novel. After serving a stint in the army, Hazel Motes finds himself adrift, alone, and rent by spiritual
confusion. Pinchot's narration is superb: dynamic, well paced, and infused with a perfect Southern drawl.
Instead of simply creating voices for the characters, Pinchot embodies them. His Hazel is nasty, nasally, and
angry; his Enoch Emery boasts a congested twang; and the entire cast is likewise brought to life by Pinchot's
precise and perceptive characterizations and his brilliant evocation of O'Conner's grotesqueries. A Farrar,
Straus, and Giroux paperback. (Aug.)
(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

Review

“This is a tale in which pathos tips into pathology and violence, answered by a penance of self-mutilation



and suffering. Yet the prose is absolutely brilliant, sentence by sentence, simile by simile, and so relentlessly
inventive it feels comic.” ?Marilynne Robinson, New York Times Book Review

“No other major American writer of our century has constructed a fictional world so energetically and
forthrightly charged by religious investigation.” ?Brad Leithauser, The New Yorker

“I was more impressed by Wise Blood than any novel I have read for a long time. Her picture of the world is
literally terrifying. Kafka is almost the only one of our contemporaries who has achieved such effects. I have
tremendous admiration for the work of this young writer.” ?Caroline Gordon

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Keegan:

This Wise Blood: A Novel (FSG Classics) are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person,
why. The main reason of this Wise Blood: A Novel (FSG Classics) can be among the great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that might be will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Wise Blood: A Novel (FSG Classics)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Mandy Conway:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Wise Blood: A Novel (FSG Classics),
it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Daniel Cadena:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something
by book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Wise Blood: A
Novel (FSG Classics).



Irene Parker:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that filled update of
news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the Wise Blood: A Novel (FSG Classics) when you essential it?
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