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The years since World War II have seen rapid shifts in the relative positions of
different countries and regions. Leading political economist Mancur Olson offers
a new and compelling theory to explain these shifts in fortune and then tests his
theory against evidence from many periods of history and many parts of the
world.
“[T]his elegant, readable book. . . sets out to explain why economies succumb to
the ‘British disease,’ the kind of stagnation and demoralization that is now
sweeping Europe and North America. . . . A convincing book that could make a
big difference in the way we think about modern economic problems.”—Peter
Passell, The New York Times Book Review
“Schumpeter and Keynes would have hailed the insights Olson gives into the
sicknesses of the modern mixed economy.”—Paul A. Samuelson, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology
“One of the really important books in social science of the past half-
century.”—Scott Gordon, The Canadian Journal of Economics
“The thesis of this brilliant book is that the longer a society enjoys political
stability, the more likely it is to develop powerful special-interest lobbies that in
turn make it less efficient economically.”—Charles Peters, The Washington
Monthly
“Remarkable. The fundamental ideas are simple, yet they provide insight into a
wide array of social and historical issues. . . . The Rise and Decline of Nations
promises to be a subject of productive interdisciplinary argument for years to
come.”—Robert O. Keohane, Journal of Economic Literature
“I urgently recommend it to all economists and to a great many non-
economists.”—Gordon Tullock, Public Choice
“Olson’s theory is illuminating and there is no doubt that The Rise and Decline of
Nations will exert much influence on ideas and politics for many decades to
come.”—Pierre Lemieux, Reason
Co-winner of the 1983 American Political Science Association’s Gladys M.
Kammerer Award for the best book on U.S. national policy
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
The years since World War II have seen rapid shifts in the relative positions of different countries and
regions. Leading political economist Mancur Olson offers a new and compelling theory to explain these
shifts in fortune and then tests his theory against evidence from many periods of history and many parts on
the world.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roberto Reyes:

The reason why? Because this The Rise and Decline of Nations: Economic Growth, Stagflation, and Social
Rigidities is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will
surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write
the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but
still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as
help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Nora Carter:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The The Rise and Decline of Nations: Economic Growth, Stagflation, and Social Rigidities provide
you with a new experience in examining a book.

Jennifer Garza:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Rise and Decline of
Nations: Economic Growth, Stagflation, and Social Rigidities can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book
you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these guides have than the others?



Johanna Bassett:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as
of book The Rise and Decline of Nations: Economic Growth, Stagflation, and Social Rigidities. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make
you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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